See ie one ae ag ARC » 


. — 


AMERICAN 


DRUGGIST 


and PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD 








PHILADELPHIA. 


NEW YORK, AUGUST 13, 1906. 


CHICAGO 





ISSUED SEMI-MONTHLY BY 


AMERICAN DRUGGIST PUBLISHING CO., 


62-68 West Broapway, NEw York. 
CHICAGO, 221 Randolph St. PHILADELPHIA, 3713 Walnut St. 


A. R. ELLIOTT, President. 


neds A MEAT BG 6 ok.5 on 5:s:0rnvinineesiea'e Editor. 
THOMAS J. KEBNAN, « ......0 00000004 Associate Editor. 
ROMAINE PIERSON........... Manager Chicago Office. 


$1.50 a year. 15 cents a copy. 
ADVERTISING RATES QUOTED ON APPLICATION. 


THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL REcorRD is issued 
on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. Changes of advertise- 
ments should be received ten days in advance of the date of publication, 

Remittances should be made by New York exchange, post office or 
express money order or registered mail. If checks on local banks are 
used 10 cents should be added to cover cost of collection. The publish- 
ers are not responsible for money sent by unregistered mail, nor for any 
money cog except to duly authorized agents. All communications 
should be addressed and all remittances made payable to American 
Druggist Publishing Company, 62-68 West Broadway, New York. 








Entered at New York as Second-Class Matter. 








TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
ENS RMOMOMENON. C555 osc oN a e'4 54 Se eae ea ears 9 ete ewe ea Se 63, 64 
EDITORIAL : a: 
The Physician and the Pharmacopeia, An Interesting Chapter 
in the History of Chemistry...........cccccccsscescncce 64 
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS : 
The Percentage of Alcohol Remaining in Fluid Extract of Cas- 


Chth DRSEAGR, By JOsCPE: PO ec oo ccs cst eicesvesesceases 65 
An Extinguishing Agent for Mercury, by H. A. B. Dunning.... 65 
The Synthesis of Perfumery Products............eeceeeeees 65 
Anglo-Saxon Medicine, by J. F. Llewellyn............0acee- 66 
The Decadence of Salesmanship, by Joel Bianc......... Ngee 67 
The Argument Against the N. A. R. D., by George M. Beringer, 

68, 69 


CREAM OF CURRENT LITERATURE: 
Castor Oil Jellies, Ointments Containing Water, Uranalysis, 
TMG DIRMUTACLUTS.- Of TOGO 6.6 655g isis oct cane t6 05s ese 70 
QUERIES AND ANSWERS: 
Elixir of Ammonium, Valerianate, Red Show Bottle Color, 
Sponge Cleaning Powder, Cream Cosmetics, Carbon Disul- 


phide for Preservation of Flour....... sete eee e ween eens a 
REPORTS OF MEETINGS : 

British Pharmaceutical Conference... .....ccsccceccessess 72-76 
a Io wip ote a's ease 5 %a Wivie widdl eth oN ew ate eeu ee eae 77, 78 
PE OM BIR WORED 665 55s as Sc sec a8 06 888s occ ce ees 79-89 
REVIEW OF THE WHOLESALE DRUG AND CHEMICAL MARKET...... 90, 91 








EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


Comment was made in the 

THE COMPETITION OF preceding issue regarding 
PHYSICIANS WITH PHARMACISTS. the competition of physicians 
with pharmacists on the East 

Side of New York through the prescribing of secret remedies 


in which the physicians themselves were financially interested. 
Our exposé of the subject in connection with the active cam- 
paign originated by the New York Retail Druggists’ Associa- 
tion has evidently produced the desired effect, for as will be 
noted by the report in our news columns, the practice com- 
plained of has been considerably abated. Further steps have 
been taken by a committee of the association to notify the 
medical societies of conditions on the East Side, and their aid 
has been asked to preserve the desired ethical relations between 
the. physicians and pharmacists of that locality. 


A preliminary announce- 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE INDIANAPOLIS ment of the arrange- 
MEETING OF THE A. Pu. A. ments for railroad trans- 
portation to the meeting 
of the American Pharmaceutical Association at Indianapolis 
September 3 to 8 is printed in our news columns. The route which 
will be taken by members living in and near New York has not 
yet been definitely decided on, and indications as to preference 
are invited by the local member of the Transportation Com- 
mittee, who may be addressed at 66 West Broadway. At this 
juncture the feeling seems to favor the New York Central, and 
a special car will be chartered for the party from this city over 
this line if the requisite number can be secured. 

In 1908 the American Pharmaceutical Association met at 
Mackinac Island, when a considerable party sailed for the place 
of meeting from Buffalo, and at Detroit the group from the 
East was materially increased. When about to leave the boat 
at Mackinac a prosperous druggist was heard to remark, “ I 
would not part with the experience of this trip for a year’s in- 
come.” Possibly momentary enthusiasm made him place too 
high an estimate on these experiences. The fact remains, how- 
ever, that travel with kindred spirits is not only very enjoyable, 
but it affords opportunities for an exchange of opinions and 
experiences that usually bear fruit of real worth. 


However futile any discussion in 
THE QUESTION OF détail of the probable operation 
LABELING UNDER THE PurE of the Pure Food and Drug Law 
Foop AnD DruG Law. may be until regulations have 
been framed by the authorities 
for the administration of the law, the questions propounded to 
the chief of the Bureau of Chemistry by this journal should 
prove interesting to the manufacturers of proprietary medicines 
which are likely to be affected by its operation. The section of 
the law pertaining to misbranding is puzzling to the layman, 
appearing as it does to leave a good deal to guess work, and 
Chief Wiley’s intimation that a board has been appointed to 
frame regulations for the interpretation and application of the 
law should prompt manufacturers to at once get in touch with 
the Bureau of Chemistry, in order to get rulings which will 
enable them to so label their packages as to avoid being brought 
into court for the settlement of disputed questions. The notion 
that has got abroad that pharmacists must destroy or return 
packages of proprietary medicines in their possession at the 
end of the year if they are not labeled in accordance with the 
law is wholly erroneous. Federal laws of this kind, which are 
not framed for the purpose of raising revenue, apply only to 
commerce between the States or are operative only in territories 
and in the District of Columbia. Any package of goods which 
has been delivered within the States before January 1, 1907, 
would be plainly exempt from the provisions of the Pure Food 
and Drug law. 
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Elsewhere in this issue will be 

A PRESIDENTIAL ApprRESS found our London correspondent’s 
AND SOME OTHERS. report of the annual meeting of the 
British Pharmaceutical Conference, 


an association which occupies nearly the same position in 


British pharmacy as the American Pharmaceutical Association 
does with us. This report is worthy of a careful study, and 
especially that portion of it containing the presidential address. 
Highly technical, this address reveals an astonishingly intimate 
acquaintance with the constitution of botanic drugs, their de- 
rivatives and preparations, and is a model, in our opinion, of 
what an address to pharmacists should be. Too many of the 
addresses delivered by the presidents of pharmaceutical asso- 
ciations, both State and National, are taken up with abstrac- 
tions, and deal with purely theoretical conditions, or if they 
deal with concrete matters their substance has invariably to do 
with educational, legislative or commercial affairs. It is a 
satisfaction to the pharmacist who is thoroughly informed on 
the nature and characteristics of the drugs and medicines which 
he handles to read an address such as that delivered by Presi- 
dent Naylor, of the British Pharmaceutical Conference. The 
entire proceedings of the meeting appear to have been domi- 
nated by the scientific spirit, but we have no doubt the social 
features were not neglected, and we are happy to be able to 
felicitate our transatlantic confréres on the splendid showing 
they have made. 





The Physician and the Pharmacopocia. 

At the recent meeting of the American Medical Association, 
in Boston, several physicians took occasion to criticize rather 
severely the .eighth edition of the United States Pharma- 
copeia as lacking in detailed information of value to the 
physician. The attitude of the physician generally toward the 
Pharmacopeia, as evidenced by much of the public utterances 
on this question of late, has been rather that of a child with a 
newly discovered toy. They are immensely interested in the 
toy, but expect entirely too much of it. They want to know 
why the doll doesn’t walk and talk the same as do live babies. 
When Dr. Osborne confessed his keen disappointment at the 
lack of availability of the Pharmacopeia as a textbook he be- 
trayed what may be considered a pardonable ignorance on the 
part of an American physician regarding functions and scope of 
a pharmacopeia. 

It is interesting to note the impression made by the United 
States Pharmacopeia on that veteran teacher, Professor 
Tschirch, of Berne, Switzerland, himself a member of the Swiss 
Pharmacopeia Commission and of the International Conference 
for the Unification of the Formule of Potent Medicines, held 
at Brussels, in 1902. We printed the views of this eminent au- 
thority in full in a recent issue, and would like particularly to 
direct his conclusions to the attention of those American physi- 
cians who have so severely criticised our own national standard. 

In one place Professor Tschirch says: 


The American Pharmacopeia, with something like 700 pages 
and containing 950 preparations, goes much more deeply into 
details than do the European Pharmacopeias. It has much 
more of the character of a textbook, and, in fact, it is so 
constructed as to render the concurrent use of a textbook un- 
necessary in many respects. The European Pharmacopeia, on 
the other hand, conforms to a fixed type which is departed 
from little or not at all, and which already shows some signs 
of ossification. The ruling principle is condensation, brevity, 
and brevity at any price, even at the expense of clearness. 
When the dispenser, for instance, takes the German Pharma- 
copeia in hand he meets with riddles in many places. In many 
other places he must have tables at hand in order to learn what 
is really the essential element of the article under discussion, 
while in many other places the work is entirely beyond com- 
prehension, save by the aid of a commentary. This is especially 
so in the case of physicians for whose use the Pharmacopeia 
was primarily intended. What the Pharmacopeia says should 
be always clear and explicit. When the alkaloidal contents are 
to be determined the Pharmacopeia should always state how 
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much alkaloid should be present. When titration is directed the 
prescribed limits should be clearly named. Since these and 
other data are missing from the German Pharmacopeia, Ger- 
many is the favored land of the commentary and the commen- 
tators. It is, however, quite possible to improve this condi- 
tion without materially enlarging the size of the volume, as 
the major portion of the explanations required can very well 
be given succinctly and comprehensively. The new Swiss Phar- 
macopeia will do this and will therefore be less of a book 
of conundrums than is the German Pharmacopeia. 

The American Pharmacopeia goes much farther. It not 
only gives the formula and the molecular weight of chemical 
preparations, the first even being given twice—once in the text 
and again in the heading. 


Further on the author observes that “the work contains an 
astonishing number of old and new formulas. No pharma- 
copeia is richer indeed than the U. S. P. in this respect, and it 
may be looked upon as a storehouse of special formulas, very 
much in the same way as our commentaries, to which it is 
more closely related than it is to the European pharmacopeias 
now in use.” 

Surely this opinion coming from such a source should do 
much to set physicians right as to what may be considered the 
legitimate scope of the Pharmacopeeia. 

It would be well for our readers to bring these facts to the 
attention of the physicians with whom they come into contact, 
as the majority of physicians in this country are not in a posi- 
tion to make a comparative study of contemporanous pharma- 
copeias, and many of them will no doubt be surprised to learn 
that in the very respect in which it has been the subject of 
criticism the Pharmacopeia of the United States is easily and 
vastly the superior of all the European pharmacopeeias. 


An Interesting Chapter in the History of Chemistry. 

Our Consul at Hannover, Germany, has favored the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor with a very optimistic report on 
the growth of the perfume industry in the country where he 
is stationed, and a contemporary has reproduced his report 
under the heading “German Perfumers Now Rival Those of 
France.” Of course this is not so, and in the nature of things 
will hardly ever come to pass. It is true that in the distillation 
of aromatic oils of the heavier kind Germany probably leads 
the world, but in the manufacture of delicate floral odors 
France still holds the premier position. Shortly after the 
Franco-Prussian war, when the German flower farmers realized 
that the soil and climate of Germany were lacking in some- 
thing which went to produce the rich yet delicate constituents 
of the French flower products, and this became generally 
known, the chemists of Germany started in to circumvent 
Nature, and as a consequence the world saw the wonderful 
development of the synthetic perfume industry, which in one 
direction aimed at the elimination from natural oils of certain 
constituents which detracted from their fragrance or delicacy 
and in another at the oxidation of substances derived from 
natural oils whereby compounds differing considerably from the 
original perfume principle could be obtained. In this way arti- 
ficial violet was prepared from citral and artificial lilac from oil 
turpentine. Heliotropine was formed by oxidation processes 
from oil of sassafras and oil of camphor, and vanillin from oil 
of cloves. The subject is briefly reviewed in an extract from 
the report of the Committee on New Remedies of the New 
York State Pharmaceutical Association, which is printed on 
another page. It forms a most interesting chapter in the 
history of chemistry, not to speak of world politics, for the 
efforts of German chemists to imitate in the laboratory the 
delicate odoriferous substances produced in the flower fields of 
France by Nature is regarded by many but as a continuance or 
transferrence of the old battle between the two nations. 
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THE PERCENTAGE OF ALCOHOL REMAINING IN FLUID- 
EXTRACT OF CASCARA SAGRADA.’ 


By JosepH Fein, P#.G., PHAR.D. 
Cleveland, O. 


At our meeting last year the Committee on Adulteration and 
Sophistication reported among other valuable work the results 
of their examination of nine leading brands of fluidextract 
cascara sagrada as to alcoholic strength and found it to vary 
as follows: 17.25, 18.10, 24.85, 25.40, 25.70, 29.40, 33.50, 34.30 
and 36.05. The committee stated furthermore that as the 
United States Pharmacopeia, 1890, called for diluted alcohol, 
as the menstruum, 40 per cent. should be the strength of alcohol 
found after allowing a liberal percentage for moisture in the 
bark, and as this conception does a great wrong to the manu- 
facturer and retail druggist, I have taken up the cudgel in be- 
half of these people. I prepared with every possible precau- 
tion and care fluidextract cascara sagrada of the present Phar- 
macopeia, in which the menstruum has been changed to 40 vol. 
alcohol and 60 vol. water—and submit the following data: 


EO EEAEIIG: BER EIN GTN on. is fa: ook oo 61 0:3 Bie 's:0lease 6.82 per cent. 
Dried extractive at 105 degrees................ 21.60 per cent. 
Alcoholic strength of finished product by Allen’s 

RS a eee hE Re IR ire 29.57 per ceut. 


Volume of extractive, obtained by dissolving it in 
the menstruum, using 100 Ce. for extractive 





from 100Ce. fluidextract........... BPN Ae 11.40 Ce. 
Now, according to these results, we should get the following: 
NINN oo vais len) s ale a ie ex's, bee WACK 6b aie Stele <aseales Daya evetsraral eas & 6.82 
MIN aaa as aig aid fas ok, ws oy wanna TAO mca gel a Wie aol apenel-« 11.40 
DUI, oo Givi a oo) ah is 0 596 Sd 4 550.0500 a aa VOS 0 Se oe Ou 81.78 
BENS Na oars 055 casos 0 cos dS ont ewe a etn inde es alecels aiuie elaine 100.00 


81.78 Ce. of menstruum should contain 30.54 per cent. of 
alcohol; the finished product, therefore, contained 30.54 per 
cent., minus 29.57 per cent., equal to .97 per cent. less than 
theory would indicate. This loss is readily accounted for by 
evaporation occurring during moistening of the drug and in the 
process of passing through the sieve and packing, as directed in 
the United States Pharmacopeia. 

From the above it clearly follows that if fluidextract cas- 
cara sagrada, United States Pharmacopeia, 1890, had been 
made with the greatest skill and the most extreme attention 
to details, with diluted alcohol of that authority (now increased 
in strength), at 41 per cent. and allowing for about 7 per cent. 
moisture and, say, only 10 per cent. for volume of extractive, it 
would contain only the alcohol in 838 Cc. of diluted alcohol, 
equalling 34.03 per cent., and therefore the three products con- 
taining 33.50, 34.80 and 36.05 per cent. of alcohol must be up 
to standard and not in any manner cheapened. The product 
with 29.40 per cent. was equal to our present standard, and 
those with percentages of 24.85, 25.40 and 25.70 were made with 
approximately 1 vol. alcohol and 2 vol. water, and finally the 
17.25 and 18.10 product were undoubtedly made with 1 vol. 
alcohol and 3 vol. water. 

The British Pharmacopoeia directs extraction with water, 
evaporation to 75 per cent. volume and the addition of 25 per 
cent. vol. alcohol. This makes a fluidextract containing about 
40 per cent. more extractive tha nours, and. about 23 per cent. 
alcohol, and is probably more efficient. 

Now for the moral of the story, the alcoholic content of a 
finished fluidextract cannot be the same as the menstruum in 
any case and the percentage found should always be co-ordi- 
nated with the moisture in the drug, the volume of the extrac- 
tive and a certain loss, possibly from one to three per cent. un- 
avoidable in the very best processes of manufacture. 

All this means much work, but we are charged with enough 
crimes without charging ourselves with those-we have not com- 
mitted. I am at present working out similar details of ten 
other fiuidextracts and hope to be able to present the results 
at the next meeting of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion. 


1 Read at the 1906 meeting of the Ohio Pharmaceutical Association, 
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AN EXTINGUISHING AGENT FOR MERCURY.’ 
By H. A. B. DUNNING, 
Baltimore, Md, 

It bas been the writer’s doubtful pleasure to receive quite 
frequently orders for extemporaneous mixtures of metallic 
mercury with various ointment and oil bases. 

About the first combination of this character was a prepara- 
tion ordered by a prominent physician for “ Oleum Cineri,” with 
formula attached, as follows: 

ae ee or ee ae Pa Gm. 8 
Rub with chloroform to emulsify; continue trituration until 
chloroform is evaporated. While still fluid, add 

NEGtALNG MOTCUEY \ai5.c6 isdcic tec ccc ees Gm. 16 
Triturate until mercury is extinguished. 

This proved to be a rapid method for extinguishing mercury 
extemporaneously, as compared with the usual way, with a 
small quantity of mercuric oleate. 

Thereafter the writer made use of hydrous lanolin thinned 
with a little oil for extinguishing mercury before mixing with 
the bulk of ointment base, and found the method quite satis- 
factory. 

Another formula, coming from abroad, of the same character 
as the previous one is the following: 

Gray Oil. 
Mercury and lanolin, equal parts, are triturated until the mer- 
cury is thoroughly and finely distributed. 

Six parts of the above mixture are triturated with four parts 
olive oil. 

This formula was supposed to produce a freely flowing 
liquid. 

After experimenting for some time with the above formula, 
the writer was able to produce only a semi-solid preparation. 

About a year later the demand for gray oil became so in- 
sistent that it was necessary to originate a satisfactory formula 
for it. The following formula, which represents the strength 
of mercury in the original formula, answers the requirements : 


PUM URIN in oi Ve:ig vi, is rarinias areas S, a4 6s: ee Retin Gm. 15 
WOol fat CAnRYGPOUS) é...6.5k60:60000 000-0 Gm. 5 
PEDRO n Siti cet tina a ae eaaeneeae Gm. 30 


Melt the wool fat and pour into a warm mortar; wait until the 
wool fat has cooled nearly to the congealing point, but is still 
liquid; add the mercury, and triturate thoroughly for about 
five minutes, or longer if necessary, and then add the olive oil 
gradually with constant stirring. 

The ease and rapidity with which mercury is extinguished 
by the above method cannot be,compared with any other ex- 
temporaneous process within the writer’s knowledge. 

There is no doubt that mercury is easily extinguished by 
anhydrous wool fat, using the above described method, and 
further, the mercury is in a fine state of division, as was proven 
by examination under the microscope, using some of the ex- 
temporaneous ointments, as 50 per cent. mercury in cold cream, 
for this purpose. 

Judging from the appearance of some lots of 50 per cent. 
ointment of mercury sent out by manufacturers, this suggestion 
might be of value to them. 

The writer feels sure that with machinery, and in making 
large quantities of the ointment, the amount of the anhydrous 
wool fat could be greatly reduced. 


THE SYNTHESIS OF PERFUME PRODUCTS. 

In the introduction to the report on New Remedies made by 
the committee at the Niagara Falls meeting of the New York 
State Pharmaceutical Association June 27 last, recent develop- 
ments in the synthesis of perfume products were referred to 
as follows: 

Although not intimately related to the subject of new reme- 
dies, there have been so many significant discoveries made with- 
in the past few years in the synthesis of perfume products that 
we considered it would be advantageous to the members to pre- 





1 Awarded the Merck prize at the 1906 Convention of the Maryland 
Pharmaceutical Association. 
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sent a brief account of the synthetic perfume industry in con- 
nection with this report. For most of the information contained 
in this section of the report we are indebted to E. C. Spurge, 
Ph.C., who has made this branch of chemistry his life work. 

The synthetic perfume industry may be divided into two 
branches. The first deals with the elimination from natural 
oils of those constituents which detract from their fragrance, 
delicacy or solubility. Into this class fall the preparation of 
citral from lemongrass oil, geraniol from citronella oil, rhodinol 
from geranium oil, and the whole class of terpeneless oils. The 
other branch deals particularly with the synthesis of perfumes, 
building them up by addition to the constituent of some natur- 
ally occurring oil; by oxidation of some body derived from a 
natural oil, or by some more or less deep seated reactions from 
compounds differing considerably in properties from the final 
product. As examples of addition products ionone and terpineol 
are, perhaps, the best known. Ionone—artificial Violette de 
Parme—is formed by the condensation of citral with acetone 
and subsequent transformation into a cyclic compound by the 
action of mineral acids. Terpineol—artificial lilac perfume— 
is produced by the action of mineral acids on the pinene of 
oil of turpentine, whereby water is added to the pinene mole- 
cule. 

By oxidation processes heliotropine or artificial heliotrope 
is produced from safrol, the chief constituent of sassafras and 
camphor oils, aubepine, or artificial hawthorn, from anethol, the 
crystalline body contained in anise oil, and vanillin, the flavor- 
ing principle contained in the vanilla bean from eugenol, the 
chief constituent of clove oil. Owing to the extensive use of 
vanillin it may fairly be considered the most important among 
the products of the synthetic perfume industry. Unlike many 
synthetic perfumes or flavors, it is not only similar in flavor to 
the natural flavoring principle of the bean, but chemically 
identical with it. A great deal of work has been done on its 
production and numerous processes have been patented, some 
using guaiacol instead of clove oil as the raw material. The 
most interesting process is, perhaps, that employed by the 
Ozone-Vanillin Company, of Niagara Falls, who effect the oxida- 
tion by means of ozone produced electrically by power derived 
from the falls. 

Among other synthetic odors may be mentioned the ethers of 
various alcohols, such as geranyl acetate, borneol acetate, 
bensyl acetate, ulmarene, linalyl acetate, etc., all of which are 
very useful in certain cases. 

Coumarine, the well-known odorous principle of new mown 
hay, and artificial musk are good examples of the production 
of perfumes from raw materials possessing slight resemblance 
to the final product. Coumarine is produced from salicylic 
aldehyde by condensation with acetic anhydride and sodium 
hydroxide and chloroform on phenol. Musk is produced in 
very many ways, but in commerce the most commonly occurring 
are those prepared from toluene and xylene. 

Lately several odorous bodies have been produced by complex 
ring syntheses, and the reaction known as Grignard’s, but up 
to the present these bodies appear not to have come much into 
vogue. They, however, represent the last steps in the chemistry 
of synthetic perfumes and show the tendency to depart from 
the old starting point of naturally occurring bodies of similar 
constitution to that required, and by employing bodies widely 
differing from the final production make the triumph of chemis- 
try more complete. 


Algerian Oil of Rue.—Carette (Journal de pharmacie et de 
chimie, July 16, 1906, p. 58) studies Algerian oi! of rue, which 
has been placed on the market in considerable quantities, since 
Lees and Power (1902) found a large amount of methyl 
heptylketone in rue from Algiers. Samples of the plant from 
which this oil was derived showed that Algerian oil comes 
from Ruta montana, and R. bracteosa, and not from R. 
graveolens, whence it is supposed to come. Moreover the sam- 
ples of Algerian oil showed markedly different properties from 
the official oil. It contains but small amounts of methyl-nonyl- 
ketone (the characteristic constituent of R. gravecolens), but 
a considerable amount of methyl heptyl ketone. Possibly this 
difference may lead later to a method of distinguishing this oil 
from that of R. graveolens. 
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ANGLO-SAXON MEDICINE.’ a! 
By J. F. LLEWELLYN, 
Mexico, Mo. 


Your committee on the eighth Decennial Revision of the 
U. S. Pharmacopeia will give you pharmacy of to-day. This 
taps the fountain head. 

In the British Museum is the only copy of the oldest book 
on medicine in the English language, and the earliest medical 
treatise of the modern nations of Europe—the “ Leech Book of 
Bald,” written 900 to 950 A. D. Anglo-Saxon laws are silent 
on the subject of medical practice, and there is no evidence of 
the state of medical practice before Augustine. Among the old 
Germans medicine was largely practiced by women; wounded 
warriors went to their mothers and wives for healing. 

In the old ballad of Cauline (English) the king’s daughter 
is called to help a wounded knight, as “thou art a leech of 
skill,’ and in a medical manuscript of the fourteenth century 
is a prescription composed by Lady Beauchamp, wife of the 
Earl of Warwick. 

From Bede it is learned that Theodore, archbishop (669), 
had some knowledge of medicine and surgery, and that there 
was also a leech, not a cleric. 

The Bishop of Dorchester (705) mentioned medicine among 
the seven sciences. Bede wrote a short tract on bleeding, 
which was chiefly devoted to giving the right and wrong days 
for blood letting. If blood were let on the sixth of April, the 
tirst Monday in August, or the last Monday in December, the 
patient would surely die, or if a potion was given on those 
days the patient would die in fifteen days. 

In another “ Leech-work ” there are two days in every month 
which are dangerous to let blood or administer a potion; death 
or long disease would surely follow. 

From a letter to Boniface, “the Apostle to the Germans,” is 
learned that there were medical books in England in the eighth 
century; the writer had some medical books and wanted Boni- 
face to get more for him in Germany. 

The remedies were herbal decoctions, one being a com- 
pound of sixteen herbs, a dose to be given for nine mornings. 
A bladder was used for a hot water bottle, plasters, cupping 
glasses, and scarifying are mentioned. 

Drugs from Syria, Armenia, Asia Minor and Judea are 
recommended in a letter from the Patriarch of Jerusalem to 
King Alfred. Another leech-work is a translation (1000 A. D.) 
from Latin into Anglo-Saxon of a “Herbarium” of Apuleius 
(printed 1480 in Italy and the first book that printed cuts of 
plants). The book gave names, habitat and use of plants, with 
a drawing to identify the herb. ‘“ Ravenswort cures blear-eyed, 
Mugwort carried in the hand prevents the toil of a journey and 
drives out devil sickness.” 

The Anglo-Saxon recognized and named certainly 500 
plants, and perhaps 700 to 800. The earliest herbal printed 
in Germany (1484) named 150 plants, the great Latin “ Hortus 
Sanitatis” (1491) has 530 plant names. The Anglo-Saxon 
knowledge of botany was much more extensive than has been 
supposed, and it was original. The Anglo-Saxon used almost 
exelusively herbs, in infusion, powders, plasters or poultices. 
Decoctions were generally made with water and sometimes 
with ale, vinegar or milk. In this book of 160 chapters there 
are thirty formulas that may be called charms. One is “If an 
adder strikes a man wash black snails in holy water and give 
him to drink.” One charm is a mixture of scriptural names, 
heathen mythology and Teutonic folk-lore. “If a man can eat 
rinds which cometh out of Paradise no venom will damage 
him, but such rinds are hard to get,” which is the only touch of 
humor in the book, unless also a charm “against a woman’s 
chatter, taste at night, fasting, a radish, that day the chatter 
cannot harm thee”; the word translated chatter may mean 
witches’ spell. 

The first royal physician known was Baldwin, a French 
monk, who served Edward the Confessor and afterwards Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, but the Norman physician had nothing to 
teach the English. 


~ 4 Read before the Missouri Pharmaceutical Association at the 
1906 meeting. 
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The 500 plants are mostly in use now; some familiar names 
are squill, poppy, dock, wormwood, rue, horehound, mint, dill, 
fennel, pellitory, sage, savin, coriander, betony, agrimony, plan- 
tain, elecampane, chervil, and fennel. 

Of maythen (camomile) was written, “ Never for flying ill 
fatally fell man, since maythen was given for medicine.” 

They had tragacanth, sulphur, tar, mercury, galbanum, am- 
momiacum, balm of gilead, seammony (with a test for quality), 
oakum and petroleum from Judea. 

They did cupping and scarifying, had of course a cancer 
cure, their’s being goat’s gall and honey. 

Our cerate of lead had its beginning in their salve for 
humors made from litharge, lime, vinegar, myrtle and oil. 

Bone wort and white of egg was a local application, white 
of egg and elm rinds was used as a splint for broken shanks. 

Ground linseed and a decoction of elm rinds was a good 
salve for a broken limb. 

If brain was exposed it was directed to take yolk of egg, 
mixed with honey, fill wound swathe with tow, and let it alone, 
and again after about three days syringe the wound. If a 
wound was very impure it was directed to cleanse it with 
honey. Plastic surgery had a beginning then, for they pounded 
mastic with white of egg, using it for hare-lip surgery, and 
black snails with holy water cured adder venom; goose grease 
they used as we do. This is all culled from Anglo-Saxon Med- 
icine, by Paine. 


(Written for the American Druggist.) 
THE DECADENCE OF SALESMANSHIP. 
By JorEL BLANc. 


It would probably be a good idea if the colleges of pharmacy 
were to inaugurate a course of instruction in salesmanship. 
A good many of the various alumni now in wholesale, retail and 
proprietary division would profit by a post-graduate course in 
this line. 

The other evening a lady entered the branch store of a 
certain retailer and was waited upon by the manager. She 
called for an advertised porous plaster. The salesman brought 
forth a plaster of “my own” class, and proceeded in a sing- 
song way to explain its superiority over the plaster called for. 
The prospective purchaser listened somewhat impatiently and 
then replied that she preferred the plaster originally asked for. 
Thereupon the salesman produced one of the desired plasters, 
ill-naturedly wrapped it up, thrust it into the lady’s hand, took 
the money for it, and scarcely had the purchaser turned her 
back than he turned to me and said, ‘No money in that at the 
price I had to sell it at.” In those very words he illustrated 
the cause of the decadence of salesmanship—cut prices. But 
this cause is by no means_a good excuse. In fact, a little 
reasoning would show that salesmanship might be used as one 
of the most powerful weapons against cut prices. 

In the case noted had the salesman in the first place shown 
a little intelligence in his presentation of the substitute plaster 
instead of standing with a blank, idiotic look on his face and 
reeling off a string of words as if committed to memory, he 
might have sold the substitute. Secondly, with the class of 
stores and patrons such as this incident deals with, there was 
ho cause for cutting the price. There is not a particle of 
doubt that if the salesman had been equal to his surroundings 
and patrons he could have sold the plaster at full price with- 
out the slightest injury to the business. But as it was he showed 
the results of his training. Although the purchaser got what 
she asked for, she not only left no profit behind, but the ex- 
pression on her face clearly said, “ I’ll never come here again.” 

There was a time not so many years ago when it was the 
belief that only a gentleman could be a salesman. Now, how- 
ever, thanks to the something for nothing demand of the public 
(a demand created and fostered by the sellers themselves) the 
act of selling goods is much like peddling potatoes, in so far 
as refinement and intelligence are concerned. This is not 
written with particular reference to the drug trade. It refers 
to every business in which there is cut-throat competition. 
Another thing that must impress every intelligent purchaser 
is that the salesman and saleswoman no longer know the 


goods they handle. Quality, uses, comparative merits no longer 
seem to count. Price, price, price! That is all. 

But in every city and many small towns will be found a few 
stores in each line that are exclusive. A few years ago, when 
this something for nothing mania was at its height, these 
stores were spoken of as “slow.” Their speedy failure was 
prophesied. They have not failed, however, and of late it 
may be noted that many of them are enlarging both stocks and 
quarters. . They are no longer called “slow,” but are now 
termed “ high-priced stores.” They do not put out page adver- 
tisements announcing “ Specials,” or ‘“ Worth $5.00, Cut to 
$4.98.” 

Immediately upon entering one of these stores you will feel 

that you are in an unusual and pleasant atmosphere. There is 
quiet, order and a general air of refinement. The lines are 
limited in number, but each is complete. What impresses you 
more than anything else, however, is the character of the 
clerks. You are not forced to listen to a jargon from the lips 
of Liz, Mag or Jamesy. You are waited upon by clerks who 
are neat, refined, neither cringing nor impudent; but who 
know their business and know they know it. 
_ You purchase an article for, say, $2.00. You have per- 
haps seen the same article advertised by one of the slop shops 
for $1.85. It may look and feel the same; you acknowledge 
to yourself that it may be the same, and yet you do not regret 
that you paid fifteen cents more. You feel, nay, you know, that 
what you bought was just what it was represented to be; that 
you received full value for your money, and that in some way 
or other the article is superior to the $1.85 “ bargain.” 

If you will note conditions carefully you will see that even 
the mammoth department stores are rapidly being divided into 
classes; that those with the fewest departments are growing 
most rapidly, and that there is a constant improvement in the 
class of clerks and salesmanship in such stores. 

Neither politically nor commercially is the general public 
composed of fools, and it is my sincere conviction that the in- 
telligent majority are awakening to the realization of the fact 
that a dollar purchases a dollar’s worth, no more, no less, and 
if one does receive more than the worth of the dollar spent 
to-day it is absolutely inevitable that it will be balanced by the 
receipt of less than the dollar’s worth for the dollar spent to- 
morrow. 

Nothing better proves the decline of salesmanship, from the 
man on the road to the ribbon counter clerk, than the vast in- 
crease in the use of the mail for sales purposes. Whether or 
rot the decline is or is not caused by the printing press and 
postage stamp does not matter, we are dealing with the con- 
dition. Certain it is that the mail is not the sole cause of de- 
cline in the retail stores, and yet nowhere is it more noticeable. 

In the drug business the superficial cause of decline is cheap 
and untrained help. But the cheapening of help is caused by 
cut profits, through cut prices, and the same cut prices have 
led retailers, through disappointment ,to apathy, in which 
they not only cease to train their help, but actually degrade 
their own salesmanship. 

What some retailers do realize, and what all should realize 
at this time, when there is most surely a ‘turn in the tide, is 
this: If unprofitable sales do not demand salesmanship in 
which courtesy and knowledge are combined, that salesman- 
ship is demanded and can be used to make profitable sales. 

The writer well remembers his first business day. The en- 
tire day was spent, under instruction, in wrapping, tying and 
marking packages of different shapes, sizes and contents, and 
to-day he wraps and ties packages as he was taught on that 
day over twenty-five years ago. 

A few years ago this fact was mentioned to a retail friend. 
He sneered at such instruction as a “ waste of time,” and yet 
he could not tie a package himself without holding the end 
of the twine between his teeth. 

Do you or your clerks know how to do up a neat package? 
Did you ever think whether or not it makes any difference 
whether a porous plaster is wrapped flat or rolle4? Do you 
ever place a package on a four-foot show case and expect a 
two-foot child to reach it? When a number of customers are 
in the store do you first wait upon the one who came in first? 
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Do you allow your clerk to drop bottle washing to show per- 
fumes to a daintily dressed woman when his shirt sleeves are 
rolled up so as to display a dirty, stained undershirt? These 
and many worse acts I have more than once noted in stores 
that claimed to be first class. 

Have you a practical knowledge of the things you sell in 
which salesmanship is of vital importance—sundries and 
patents? Do you know how to sell a woman a high-priced 
French plate hand mirror in place of a cheap German plate 
by explaining to her the difference between them? Do you 
know why a solid back brush is best for some uses and a 
screw back for others? Do you know how to tell people what 
you know in such a way that they will know you know it? 

Have you well in hand the different costs, profits and me- 
dicinal value of advertised patents sold for the same ills? 

The time has arrived when salesmanship is rapidly increas- 
ing in value as a factor of success in business. Cultivate it in 
yourself and instruct your clerks. Recall the courtesy, the 
detail, the thirst for practical knowledge that was yours when 
you first embarked in a business of your own. - 

You can not only hold your trade, but you can increase it, 
and you can slowly but surely advance your prices and in- 
crease your profits without your customers being conscious 
of it, at least to the extent of dissatisfaction. 

And more than all, if you will use real salesmanship on 
patents you can do more than in any other way to further the 
growth of the direct contract plan of price protection. 


THE ARGUMENT AGAINST THEN. A. R. D. 


At the annual meeting of the New Jersey Pharmaceutical 
Association, held at Atlantic City, June 7, George M. Beringer. 
of Camden, presented an argument in opposition to the N. A. 
R. D. movement, which we present for what it is worth: 

THE N. A. R. D. MOVEMENT HAS NOT BEEN OF ANY REAL BENEFIT 
TO PROFESSIONAL PHARMACY. 
By GeorGe M. BERINGER, PH. M. 

In accepting the negative side of this query, presented to 
the New Jersey Pharmaceutical Association, I am aware that 
I am assuming a position which at the present time is the un- 
popular one, and which will place me in opposition to some of 
my esteemed friends. I, however, conceive it a duty to ethical 
pharmacy to unhesitatingly promulgate views resulting from a 
deliberate study of the subject. 

The National Association of Retail Druggists has set forth 
in its preamble and objects certain cardinal ethical principles 
as the reasons for its existence. Among these the following 
are given the most prominent position: 


Whereas, The best interests of the people require a high degree 
of scientific training and professional standing on the part of retail 
druggists. 

1. To insist upon such training for our professional work as is com- 
mensurate with the demands upon us and is called for by the close 
relation of our profession to the health and welfare of the community. 

2. To devise ways and means for maintaining a high standard of 
professional work. 


These are certainly laudable declarations and deserving of 
universal commendation. However, after nearly eight years of 
its existence has elapsed it behooves us to inquire if the or- 
ganization has lived up to its promises and if these have been 
the guiding principles of its management? Have they kept the 
faith, or have they simply used these declarations as jingling 
bells, whose tintinnabulation would please those who had a 
regard for the ethics of pharmacy and having served their 
purpose are laid aside as useless paper and ink? Having thus 
asserted a professional standard for their association our 
criticism must be guided by their design and justly measure 
their actions by their own standard. 

Eight years of determined effort by an organization that 
boasts of its numerical strength and influence from the broad 
Atlantic to the coast of the Pacific and from the Great Lakes 
to the Gulf of Mexico, if correctly applied to the elevation of 
the profession of pharmacy, would have pulled us out of the 
Slough of Despond and placed the Temple of Pharmacy in a 
favored spot on Mount Profession. Instead we find the drug- 
gists of the United States wallowing around in the ooze and 
slime of nostrum vending and the mire. 
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Any reform no matter in what direction it be aimed must 
be based upon moral grounds, and the battle must be waged 
continuously upon true ethical principles and will be successful 
only so far as these principles are maintained as our guide. The 
N. A. R. D. management after unfurling the banner containing 
these noble declarations have been waging a strenuous fight 
along other lines and principles which are debasing. The 
children of the pestle, have soon forgotten the true and wise 
leadership of Procter, Squibb and Maisch. The pillar of fire 
and the pillar of cloud have departed and the decalogue has 
been cast aside and in place of these signs of the Lord’s favor 
we are now led to worship a “false god,” a golden calf, the 
work of misguided leaders and their Philistine associates from 
the camp of the proprietors. 


SUBSERVIENT TO THE PATENT MEDICINE INTERESTS. 


The policies and practices of the N. A. R. D. have been 
made subservient to the patent medicine interests. The influ- 
ence and almost the entire efforts of the association have been 
devoted to trade conditions relating to the vending of nos- 
trums and its power diverted toward the “ booming of trade” 
in these, many of which are already too largely sold for the 
welfare of the people. It is looked upon in some quarters as 
having retrograded into a huge advertising scheme for these 
proprietary medicines and this has been criticised as an “ un- 
holy alliance” by means of which the association was receiv- 
ing contributions and the proprietors were benefited for such 
advertising expenditures by “ pushing” advices in Notes, and 
the energies of members so advised to increase the sales and 
so at the same time to continually tighten the grip of these 
interests on the drug trade. It is the selfish commercial in- 
stinct of this class of manufacturers that would either rule or 
ruin pharmacy. Eight years ago the body pharmaceutical was 
already afflicted with some of these well developed boils, but 
this was no excuse for the strenuous endeavor to inoculate 
the entire system with the virus, so as to render the entire 
body a mass of corruption. 

THE N. A. R. D. MOVEMENT HAS ACCOMPLISHED NOTHING SUB- 

STANTIAL 
Toward the improvement of American pharmacy, but on the 
contrary it has tended toward the destruction of the profes- 
sional spirit. During the past decade pharmacy has suffered 
from a lack of professionalism among its followers and the 
trend in the direction of commercialism has rapidly increased. 
The principal theme of discussion at the meetings of the 
association is “The Patent Medicine Question.” In fact. in 
most of the gatherings of the local branches, it 's the only topic 
and so the thoughts of the numbers are diverted from the 
numerous subjects of a professional character that shou!d en- 
gage attention. As a result the development of the profes- 
sion of pharmacy has been left almost entirely to the teachers 
in our colleges and the chemists employed by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers. Exceptional indeed is it to find a retail drug- 
gist who is ever attempting to keep abreast of the literature 
of medicine and pharmacy and the scientific advances of the 
day. Is it not far more important and more in keeping for 
druggists to discuss in their gatherings a new remedial agent, 
its action, dose, origin, and constituents, best methods of ex- 
hibition and preparations and how to interest the physician 
than to devote their time to discussing how to “boost” the 
sale of a new “patent” medicine? The latter may become “a 
good seller,” a “repeater,” but the former means prescriptions 
and renewals. The same amount of time and energy devoted 
to the legitimate ends of pharmacy as to “pushing” these 
fakes would pay much better and establish a proper relation 
with the medical profession. Why have the drug associations 
not been awake to their opportunity? 
THIS “ ERA OF GOOD FELLOWSHIP.” 

The N. A. R. D. movement has appealed to the sordid, 
baser elements of human nature and not to the higher moral 
attributes. With a blast of trumpets an “era of good fellow- 
ship” has been heralded, but an investigation will show that 
these statements regarding the “spirit of harmony,” the feel- 
ings of “mutual respect,” “good fellowship” and “ independ- 
ence” as existing at present in the drug trade are myths, 
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yapors that are dissipated with a single breath. The principal 
argument, if not the only one, universally presented to inter- 
est the druggist in the movement is the purpose to contro! pro- 
prietaries. Analyze the plan and it resolves itself into the 
elements of intimidation, boycott, destruction of inherent 
rights of individuals and financial extermination of all op- 
ponents. 

This “era of good fellowship” has been accompanied by a 
spirit of intolerance never before exhibited in pharmaceutical 
circles, a vicious exhibition that has not hesitated even when 
the professional duties of a pharmacist were interfered with 
and the lives of patients placed in jeopardy. 

Pharmacists of good repute and professional standing find 
themselves vilified as substitutors. Why? Perhaps because 
they differed from their neighbors some two or three cents on 
the price of a “patent” which none should care to sell, or 
perhaps honestly and justly held a minority opinion on some 
equally insignificant subject. 


THE TONE OF “N. A. R. D. NOTES.” 


The official organ assails individual, firm or corporation 
that has obtained the ill will of the management in a manner 
that may be coarse, vulgar or even profane. This billings- 
gate is exhibited to the world to demonstrate the professional 
standing of American pharmacy! Such utterances disgrace 
our manhood and bring the blush of shame to the countevance 
of every true lover of ethical pharmacy. Are the authors of 
these to be paraded before the pharmacists of the worid as 
the representatives and standards of professionalism in Amer- 
ican pharmacy, or are they to be considered as false prophets 
only masquerading in such livery? 

The dignity, courtesy and comity that once marked the in- 
tercourse between the branches of the drug trade are now 
supplanted by rancor, rudeness, insolent interference and «arbi- 
trary demands. The maintain this “era of good fellowship” by 
coercion, a legal department is now necessary, and the records 
of our courts show that the drug trade is involved in numer- 
ous and endless litigations as a result.of these methods. The 
effort to make the association simply a tool for the illegal] ap- 
plication of the “Big Stick” has demoralized the manhood 
and the independent professional spirit of pharmacists. Evi- 
dences of the uneasiness resultant from these radical meth- 
ods are agitating the drug trade in various sections and fore- 
shadowing an earthquake or perhaps a volcanic eruption before 
long. . 

A reform that appeals to reason or the moral side of our 
nature is based on principles that need not be beaten into our 
lives with a cudgel. Is nat this whole piece of machinery out 
of harmony with professionalism? Gentlemen, I solemnly 
ask whither are we drifting in this movement? To the placid 
stream of professionalism or to the turbulent cataract of 
pharmaceutical anarchism? 

One of the strongest arguments against the N. A. R. D. 
movement as so far managed is that it has engrafted on phar- 
macy erroneous ideas of how to secure commercial and profes- 
sional success and has inculcated in the rising generation a 
false sense of security and reliance on a combination instead of 
individual effort and development. No pharmaceutical prophet 
or combination can command the sun to stand still, nor can 
the laws and currents of commercial and social science be di- 
verted. The druggist can be no exception to the laws of trade 
and his success can only be achieved by the exercise of the 
same qualities that determine success in other callings. His 
financial success will be determined by free personal applica- 
tion and his professional standing will be decided solely by 
his personal study and development. It becomes his duty to 
develop his individuality to the greatest extent. That done 
the law of the survival of the fittest will determine his posi- 
tion. 

THE SLOGAN “ AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL.” 
In this sense, it is absurd to speak of “an equal oppor- 


tunity for all,’ for what is equal to-day becomes to-morrow, by 
individual effort and ability, unequal. The element ability has 
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been lost sight of by the advocates of “equal opportunity.” It 
is an important factor that has been described by a writer on 
economics as “an element entering along with capital and 
labor into production.” Its distribution is very unequal and 
cultivation not well understood and so the percentage of suc- 
cess in any calling is not very large. 

THE RIGHT IDEAS TO INCULCATE. 


Each man should develop an individuality that will attract 
customers to his store and it is the privilege of the drug- 
gist to make use of all the legitimate aggressive measures 
modern business competition has devised, and the cry of less 
fortunate competitors should not deter him. 

It is this development of the individuality that makes the 
merchant prince, the brilliant lawyer, the noted artist, the 
expert physician, the eloquent clergyman and will make the 
successful pharmacist. It is certainly illegal and contrary to 
the best interests of society to place restraints upon such de- 
velopment. Every merchant must be permitted to deal singly 
and directly with each customer and no law can be enacted 
that will deprive him of his right to carry on such commerce 
according to his own ideas of business methods. 

Remuneration for professional services can not be fixed 
by a combination, but is determined by individual effort and 
reputation and each responsible pharmacist should fix his own 
price for his skill and reputation on each prescription. With 
the higher development of individuality, combination on prices 
becomes unnecessary. We certainly should inculcate into the 
rising generation of pharmacists correct ideas of their priv- 
ileges and opportunities and likewise a correct understanding 
of the rights of neighbors and competitors. 

The druggist must join in the jostling, hustling crowd that 
is struggling to climb the twentieth century hill of pros- 
perity. The beginner of this year may be the successful 
pharmacist of the next and in a few years the leader in his 
community, but the start must be made at the bottom. 

I would commend to every young man that he read The 
Letters of a Self Made Man to His Son. The homely nuggets 
of advice contained therein should be taken to heart and will 
form a safe guide in your future career. To quote a few ex- 
amples: 


Some men learn all they know from books, others from life; both 
kinds are narrow. The first are all theory, the second all practice. It 
is the fellow who knows enough about practice to test his theories for 
blow-holes that gives the world a shove ahead and finds a fair margin 
of profit in shoving it. I can’t hand out any ready-made success to 
you—* There is plenty of room at the top here, but there is no elevator 
in the building.’ 

I can give you a start, but after that you will have to dynamite 
your way to the front by yourself. 

It is all with the man. If you give some fellows a talent wrapped 
in a napkin to start with in business, they would swap the talent for a 
gold brick and lose the napkin, d there are others that you could 
start out with just a napkin who Would set - with it in the dry goods 
business in a small way and then coax the other fellow’s talent into it, 


Simple Method for Extemporaneous Production of Oxygen. 


The following method, which dispenses with any compli- 
cated apparatus and the use of heat has the advantage of pro- 
ducing pure oxygen free from any taint of chlorine, and there- 
fore is eminently suitable for the preparation of the gas for 
inhalation in cases of emergency. It is described in the Bul- 
letin Commercial by B. Bridon, the article being reprinted in the 
Pharmaceutical Journal. Some tablets of sodium peroxide are 
placed in a small flat capsule, which is placed on the bottom of 
a gallon extract pot covered with a large inverted funnel of 
slightly less diameter than that of the pot. A rubber tube is 
attached to the beak of the funnel and led to a gas collector 
previously filled with water. A little water is then poured down 
between the funnel and the sides of the pot in sufficient quan- 
tity to just overflow the edges of the capsule. Oxygen is at 
once liberated, and as soon as the air in the funnel is driven 
out may be collected. When evolution of gas ceases, the whole 
of the oxygen left in the funnel may be obtained by filling up 
the pot with water. The cost of producing thirty litres of 
oxygen by this method is about 10 cents, and the time re- 
quired about ten minutes. 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 


< 





Castor Oil Jellies.—Carles (Répertoire de pharmacie, June, 
1906, p. 241) notes that some pharmacists have for the past 
few years experimented with castor oil jellies as a pleasant 
method of administering this unsavory purgative. These jellies 
are prepared by dissolving the oil in a sweet vehicle. which is 
instantly emulsified when placed in contact with water. If 
the jelly be examined under the microscope it appears perfectly 
clear, but if a drop of water be added the oil is immediately 
seen to separate in the shape of minute globules. Therefore, 
when these jellies are diluted with an appropriate amount of 
water they form milky emulsions which are palatable and 
easily prepared. 

Two classes of substances are used in the making of these 
jellies—saponin and dextrin. When working with saponin the 
domestic saponaria root is used after being steamed for a suf- 
ficient length of time to remove the disagreeable odor of the 
root, and it is then dissolved in a syrupy medium, which is used 
in the preparation of the jelly. It is better, however, not to 
use Saponins, as they are not agreeable to the taste and may 
prove irritating, especially in children. 

Substances containing dextrin, such as manna and honey, 
are of advantage in the preparation of castor oil jellies. Manna 
in tears contains more than one-fifth its weight of dextrin. If 
the mannite be removed, the residue of manna contains every- 
thing that is needed for the emulsification of castor oil. 


Ointments Containing a Large Amount of Watery Con- 
stituents.—Pégurier (R¢pertoire de pharmacie, June. 1906, p. 
242) received the following prescription from a specialist on 
skin diseases, with the request that an ointment be prepared, 
semi-liquid in consistency, to be applied to the skin of a child 
with generalized eczema: 


Grammes. 
RED ob ba S6K nea Shab anes TRTEL ELE Pe 10 
PION 5d bss oe cee pe wacsSSTTTSssébeees 20 
Distilled water (sterilized)................ 35 
ED is bu bGG os a bis'boskb)s sudewde yen we 8 
EE. is eoiedd wk RIA we ke iew a hin. e oma 0.75 
REG) Oxi Sebacn Soebuaws 650k sane bass OOM 1.50 


The striking feature about this prescription is the large 
amount of watery constituents which were added undoubtedly 
in the aim of rendering the ointment semi-liquid. The author 
had tried to add the watery elements drop by drop to the oint- 
ment, but in spite of this precaution there came a point when 
the fatty constituents refused to take up more of the water, 
and the mixture was no longer homogeneous. 

The wrinkle which Pégurier suggests to obviate this diffi- 
culty is as follows: After having mixed the ichthyol with the 
fatty constituents, and having added the resorcin and the zine 
oxide in a finely divided state, small amounts of water were 
very slowly added until no more absorption was possible. Then 
the author added drop by drop 5 Gm. of the expressed oil of 
sweet almonds (perfectly neutral) and 0.20 Gm. of gum traga- 
canth. The mixture was vigorously beaten and a smooth oint- 
ment was obtained which remained intact. 

Uranalysis.—It is not uncommon for the physician, though 
he be skilled in uranalysis, to be puzzled with certain changes 
in color and in reactions occurring in the urine of patients who 
have been taking some of the newer drugs. In such cases the 
pharmacist should be ready to advise the medical man. To do 
so, however, he must possess considerable knowledge of the 
effects of such drugs as sulphonal, etc., on the urine. 

A number of the newer drugs color the urine as though it 
contained blood. Among these are sulphonal and pyramidon. 
Others give it a blackish or smoky color—among them being 
carbolic acid and many derivatives of benzol. Still another 


group of drugs causes a greenish or yellowish discoloration in 
the urine, which might be mistaken for bile. Among these are 
bromoform, thallin, naphthol, santonin, buckthorn, cascara sa- 
grada, rhubarb and senna. In an article on this subject Bonnes 


(Gazette hébdomadaire des sciences médicales, April 15, 1906) 
names the various drugs which affect the appearance and the 
reaction of urine. From his essay we select a few of the more 
common drugs with which he deals: 

Bromoform gives a greenish color, which, however, is not 
characteristic, as it occurs with other drugs. 

Cascara sagrada, etc.—A yellow or reddish-yellow color re- 
sults if considerable doses of drugs of this group have been taken. 
On boiling and on the addition of nitric acid this color becomes 
dark yellow to brownish. On the addition of an alkali a red 
color results, which persists on boiling. The addition of baryta 
water of the milk of lime causes a colorless precipitate to be 
thrown down, the urine meanwhile retaining its color. 

Phenocoll and its salts turn the urine a reddish-brown color, 
sometimes even dark brown. On adding ferric chloride the dis- 
coloration becomes more pronounced, but it disappears again 
on adding sulphuric acid. . 

Phenol.—The urine turns dark green and then black as the 
result of the formation of hydroquinone. Salol gives a similar 
discoloration, but urines containing it turn dark red on the 
addition of ferric chloride, showing the presence of salicylic 
acid. 

Santonin gives a dark red color owing to the production of 
hzematoporphyrin. The coloring matter can be precipitated in 
an alkaline solution of barium chloride, and is dissolved in 
alcohol containing a small amount of hydrochloric acid. 

Process for the Manufacture of Ergotin.—Schnell 
(Phar. Zeitung 1906, p. 413) reviews the various official and 
non-official preparations of ergot which are said to offer in con- 
centrated form the active principles of this drug. He then 
suggests a method of preparing an active extract of ergot, 
which is as satisfactory as any of the patented “ergotins.” In 
order to obtain a successful preparation of this kind, care 
should be taken not to use any save ergot from the rye in the 
soil, not in the granary. The extract, moreover, must be pre- 
pared, if possible, during the winter season, and the ergot 
must have been carefully dried in the sun or in an oven, at 
20 or 25 degrees C. It should be kept in well-stoppered bot- 
tles with some drops of chloroform, which prevent the inva- 
sion of insects and moulds. When needed, the ergot should 
once more be dried and reduced to a coarse powder, but need 
not be treated with alcohol and ether as a preliminary. 

Of the grossly powdered drug, 250 Gm. should be taken and 
mixed with distilled water in a mortar so as to obtain a semi- 
liquid mass, which is allowed to stand for twenty-four hours, 
at 20 to 25 degrees C. This temperature is limited because a 
higher one would dissolve the oils and resins. The thick mass 
is then poured into a percolator, the mortar being rinsed 
with distilled water till clean, the water being used for the 
percolation, which should continue for two or three days. 
Water should be poured on the powder until the liquid which 
flows from the percolator is almost colorless, i. e., about three 
times the weight of the ergot. The product is slowly evap- 
orated in an open porcelain capsule till it has been reduced to 
one-half the weight of the powder. On analysis the product 
then should contain 50 Gm. of dry extract and 75 Gm. of water. 
To the 125 Gm. of fluid thus obtained, add 75 Gm. of 80 per 
cent. alcohol, and allow to stand over night so. as to permit the 
separation of the gums and proteids. Filter the ex- 
tract, which does not lose any of its active principles in the 
process, evaporate it, stirring constantly, reduce to a soft ex- 
tract, treat with two separate portions of absolute alcohol to 
remove resins, and fats, soluble trehalose, and irritant con- 
stituents. The alcohol is finally decanted, and the product 
evaporated appears as a brown mass with a flavor of ergot, but 
with an agreeable taste. It makes perfectly clear, yellow solu- 
tions with water and can be used both hypodermically and in- 
ternally. The author claims that it contains all the essential 
constituents of ergot. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Elixir of Ammonium Valerianate.—F. E. S. asks a formula 
for elixir of ammonium valerianate which will yield a product 
less pronounced in odor than that of the United States Pharma- 
copeeia. 

The United States Pharmacopoeia does not give a formula 
for this elixir. In the new third edition of the National Formu- 
lary a formula is given which differs from the formula in the 
preceding issue of the book by an increase in the amount of 
chloroform, and it is likely that this addition tends to improve 
the elixir. Of course, it should be known that the objectionable 
odor of valerianic acid (now spelled valerie acid) can be over- 
come by slightly supersaturating with ammonia water. The 
following is the new formula: 

Metric. Apothecaries. 


Ammonium valerianate ........... 35 Gm. 512 grains 
RORQTIIN sae hss: savora: aw aiigve es 3 ales 1.3 Ce. 20 minims 
Tincture of vanilla (U.S. P.)...... 16 Ca ¥% fluidounce 
Compound tincture of cudbear (N. 

a GPs ee eee eines +k » 16 Ce ¥% fluidounce 


Aromatic elixir (U. S. P.), of each, 





a sufficient quantity to make...1000 Ce. 32 fluidounces 
Dissolve the ammonium valerianate in about 65 Ce. (or 2 
fluidounces) of aromatic elixir, in a graduated vessel, and add 
enough ammonia water, in drops, until a faint excess of it is 
perceptible in the liquid. Then add the chloroform, tincture of 
vanilla and compound tincture of cudbear, and finally, enough 
aromatic elixir to make 1000 Ce. (or 32 fluidounces). Filter if 
necessary. 
Red Show Bottle Color.—J. E. McC. asks a formula to 
make a bright, clear carinine red color for window show globes. 
The simplest form of such a colored fluid may be made by 
dissolving carmine in water of ammonia and reducing it with 
water to the desired tint. A solution of fuchsin in water acidu- 
lated with hydrochloric acid yields a solution of a different tint, 
which is preferred by some. Rose red is made by adding am- 
monia water to a decoction of cudbear, using the following 
formula: 
ASIEN ssn ssa eie laren ig a eeu wie abe dare Lote aa asevaeite 3ij 
WRN Moh rsa olog ateaa te oii Guava wesh ul as ay since 3x 
Macerate for a day or two, filter and add to water contained 
in the show bottle until the desired tint is produced; then add 
to each gallon: : 
Stronger ammonia water. ...icsseceeseoss 588 


Sponge Cleaning Powder.—E. I. K. Most of the powders 
sold consist of dried potassium carbonate, a teaspoonful of 
which added to a quart of water is supposed to prove an 
effectual cleanser of sponges, but a more effective cleansing 
agent is the following. the formula of which we take from 
“ Pharmaceutical Formulas ”’: 

BOLING: GOGIUN CATDONALG, .. wide cccaccsces 5 
POUGIUIN “ANPTABUIINIGE: ioc cscs ce cue as caaee 588 

Mix. 

Teaspoonful to a quart of hot water. 

Cream Cosmetics.—-L. F. We cannot do better in reply to 
your query than give the following selection of formulas which 
appeared in a former number: 


i 

Me SION a a ood obs eae sces Shas wae see 5ij 
A eee ee ee 5i 
SOREL AIR, SMNURNOO es '6.0 0:0. 0:0.8:e sce Ree wal aan 5i 
OE GWOCE- AMMONGS, 65.00.0000 0cciccseces 5XxXxviij 
Oil cloves 

SS 5 re Ss ee 4a mxl 
Oil bergamot 

ee: i er a aa Siss 


Rub the honey with the soft soap in a mortar; add the solu- 
tion of potassa, and when thoroughly mixed gradually add the 
almond oil, with which the other oils have been previously 


mixed, stirring thoroughly until a homogeneous cream is 
formed. 


Il. 
Corn starch, in fine powder...... Waddustacd Svi 
PTE a. as ois) a 6 ors 0 GOS ais Ore ee ee RM dij 
CONN OT craig Sea sa Waa eae owed aed git. Ee 
AARP GOUIEE ois. 50.08.85 Serereilad bese a ae meaee oe Vi 
EPCRA WOMEN 6. 55s." cin Sie wala eietaee aelaleie alee 3xiv 
POR CUMIG NO) BENG cicivs. 654s -35 ch welaeueeee’ 58s 


Boil the corn starch with the water until a perfect paste 
is formed. Dissolve the boric acid and carbolic acid in the 
glycerin and add to the first mixture. Lastly add perfume. 


Ill. 
Almonds, Blanche 6:66.05. 0 siisee dieniciewe ree 
RORY WUC acs cic bes as mddewectevs dee ee 3iv 


Beat the almonds to a paste and add the rose water ; heat to 
boiling point, and add: 


WORECE CWE oS tose tebe aa's ow Cale wins eeeiar wie. 
PO ONE a eadic a acwce ed ong anwes ose dames 5ij 
White castile soap............ Sriewawe wesere 5i 
Mix thoroughly and add: 
Solution borie acid, saturated............ 5ij 
COMBI: WATER ic < isicc ci csleec ae Wve ceee cee 3i 
Ol} bitter almond: < ic .cccccecs Catelnrgaate gtt. iv 
CUT) BOGE SOPOT. 6 65ioie oe 65d win caw gtt. v 
Glycerin ...... bownes Pe Cr er re 5 


Carbon Disulphide as a Preservative for Flour.—H. & Co. 
ask as to whether carbon disulphide would be a suitable pre- 
servative for flour as used in the manner indicated by them in a 
sketch in which the carbon disulphide is shown suspended in a 
separate vessel over the container for the flour, which latter is 
contained in a water-tight receptacle. 

The preservative named would not, in our opinion, have any 
objectionable influence on the flour, apart, perhaps, from the 
slight evanescent odor that might be imparted to it. 

The idea of preserving vegetable preparations prone to at- 
tack by insects in the manner indicated by our correspondent is 
not new. The late Dr. E. R. Squibb made use of this method 
a good many years ago, but instead of using carbon disulphide 
he used carbon trichloride (CHCL,), or chloroform. In the 
large bin in which he stored ergot it was his practice to insert 
in the center of the top layer of ergot an open vial of chloro- 
form. The vapor of the chloroform acted in the same way as 
carbon disulphide would, without any of its objectionable odor. 
Of course, the question of cost comes in, and the difference 
between the price of chloroform and carbon disulphide is 
enough to decide in favor of the use of the last named fluid, 
carbon disulphide costing about 8 cents a pound as against 25 
cents for chloroform. Of the two, carbon disulphide is prob- 
ably the most effective insecticide, and if the fluid would not 
convey an objectionable odor to the flour its use would be per- 
fectly proper. There is certainly no danger to be feared of 
harmful poisonous effects. 


New Reaction of Theobromine.—The following curious re- 
action of theobromine does not appear to have been previously 
recorded. If 5 Cgm. of theobromine, 3 Ml. of water and caustic 
soda solution, sp. g. 1.332, 6 M1, are nrixed and set aside for 
a few instants, and then treated with solution of ammonia 
1 MI., and solution of silver nitrate 10 per cent. 1 M1., the liquid 
when shaken assumes the form of a colorless gelatinous mass, 
imprisoning bubbles of air. If the tube be plunged in water 
and heated, this jelly melts at 60 degrees and recongeals on 
cooling. It may be kept for Some weeks if protected from light. 
If too quickly heated the gelatinous compound becomes dark- 
colored. The sensitiveness of the reaction is considerable, 
since an evident solidification of 10 Ml. of liquid is obtained 
when using only 1 Cgm. of theobromine. Caffeine, under sim- 
ilar conditions, gives no such result—J. Pharm. Chim. through 
Phar, Jour. 
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British Pharmaceutical 


Proceedings of the Birmingham 





(By our London Correspondent.) 

The annual meeting of this conference of the pharmacists of 
Great Britain was heid at Birmingham, the hardware capital 
of the Midlands, from July 23 to 27. The visitors were re- 
ceived by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Birmingham 
at a public reception in the Council House on the evening of 
July 23. Many local public men and their ladies attended the 
reception to help the Mayor welcome the pharmacists. About 
200 members and their friends attended the sessions of the 
conference during the week, and the quality of the scientific 
contributions was of a high order. 

On Tuesday morning, July 24, Lord Mayor Reynolds again 
attended the university, where the scientific meetings were 
held, and gave the pharmacists public welcome in the name of 
the city, while Sir James Sawyer spoke for the medical pro- 
fession. These courtesies over the president, W. A. H. Naylor, 
delivered his 

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 

President Naylor began by saying that the demands on the 
knowledge and skill of the pharmacist promise to become in- 
creasingly heavy and more minutely exacting, and the ability 
with which the pharmacist of the future is able to meet them 
will determine his general success. Not only is he charged 
with the responsibility of dispensing physicians’ prescriptions 
and preparing in their most active and approved forms prepara- 
tions of drugs for administration by the medical practitioner, 
but he is required to isolate and supply the chief constituent of 
a drug. He is supposed to keep abreast of recent literature on 
the chemistry of drugs and to make investigations that would 
increase this branch of knowledge. He intended, therefore, to 
give expression to thoughts that had simmered in his mind for 
some time regarding the evaluation of drugs. In pursuing this 
inquiry the guiding principles kept in view were how far could 
the newer knowledge acquired as the result of chemical or 
physiological investigation of drugs be usefully applied to their 
evaluation and the attempt to indicate where there is a lack 
of common agreement in the isolation of principles and to 
focus the attention of the points needing fuller elucidation. 

ALOES. 

Many investigators have been at work on this subject, from 
Tilden onwards, and certain facts may be accepted as estab- 
lished. Barbaloin of commercial purity was first isolated by 
Smith & Co. and subsequently analyzed by Stenhouse (1851). 
The aloins from Barbados and Curacao aloes are identical— 
C,H,O; (according to Tscherch and Hoffbauer) or C,,H,,0; 
(according to Jowett and Potter). There two varieties contain 
an identical isoaloin, isomeric with barbaloin, the isomer being 
present to a greater extent in Curacao, and the resin of both is 
an ester of aloeresinotannol and cinnamic acid. Capaloin (a 
product of Aloe lucada) is identical with the aloin yielded by 
Uganda aloes. Isoaloin is not a constituent of Zanzibar aloes. 
Tilden’s formula for zanaloin (C,H,,0;) has been confirmed 
by Tschirch, its composition being identical with capaloin and 
ugaloin, but differing from both in having a higher melting 
point. Fliickiger’s formula for socaloin (C,,H,,0,, + 5 H,O) 
has been confirmed by Tschirch. Socotrine aloes gives Boérn- 
triiger’s reaction less markedly than Barbados, Curacao 
or Cape, the reaction depending upon the presence of an oxy- 
methylanthraquinone group. Disagreement between investi- 
gators may have arisen because of the difference in the variety 
of aloes experimented upon. Leger states that French and 

inglish commercial Barbados aloes apparently differ. Tschirch 
disagrees with Leger in his assertion that Jafferabad aloes con- 
tains about 20 per cent. of aloins, chiefly isobarbaloin, and that 
a Cape aloes gave barbaloin and a new aloin differing from 
those known. These points of difference are being investigated, 
but added testimony is required as to the extent in which aloe 
emodin exists per se in the different aloes. Barbados aloes 
(Curacao) is generally regarded as more active than other 
varieties, but Holmes states that Cape aloes is more purgative 
than other kinds, while Tschirch and Pederson attribute to the 
aloe emodin an important influence on the medicinal action of 
the drug. Doubtless aloin is the chief, but it is not the only, 
active constituent of aloes; therefore, in any valuation of the 
drug the determination of the aloin alone would be an insuffi- 
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cient measure of its medicinal 
value. Seeing that the resin 
is regarded as inactive, the 
most rational method of as- 
saying the drug would be to 
estimate the nonresinous con- 
stituents either directly or 
by difference. The process devised for this puprose by 
Tschirch and Hoffbauer gives results contrary to physiologi- 
cal testing and common experience, and its accuracy has been 
disproved by Von Italie, so that pharmacists should address 
themselves to a series of experiments with the object of deter- 
mining the proportion of nonresinous constituents and aloin. 


BALSAM OF TOLU. 


The carbon disulphide test of the British Pharmacopeia is 
in many cases valuable for discriminating between genuine and 
spurious balsams, but certain details are omitted from the 
official monograph which are necessary for its successful appli- 
cation. The instruction to evaporate the carbon disulphide to 
dryness lacks precision. It should be amended to read after 
“ dryness,” “at a temperature not exceeding 110 degrees F’. un- 
til the weight is constant,” as cinnamic acid is appreciably 
volatile at higher temperatures and loss would be likely to 
ensue. The direction to saponify the dry carbon disulphide 
residue with potash is likewise indefinite, and the wording 
after “ pottasium hydroxide” should be “inthe form of normal 
alcoholic solution, the mixture being heated for three quarters 
of an hour in a water bath.” Moreover, the minimum standard 
fixed for ensuring the presence of a sufficient proportion of 
“benzoates and cinnamates” is too high. He (Mr. Naylor) 
would suggest not less than 290 parts of potassium hydroxide 
per 1,000 parts of dry residues. The expression of the result 
in terms of cinnamic acid, as has been suggested, has no ad- 
vantage over the present method, but a saving of time would 
be effected by expressing the result of the original balsam in 
place of the dry residue. It is desirable, also, that the propor- 
tion of free acids to esters extracted by the carbon disulphide 
should be known, and this can readily be ascertained by titrat- 
ing the residue with alkali before saponification. ‘The qualita- 
tive tests for the balsam should include one for the detection of 
resin and copaiba. The quantitative test of the United States 
Pharmacopeia has the advantage over that of the British 
Pharmacopeia in simplicity and saving of time, but any acid 
or saponifiable body soluble in alcohol would be titrated and 
reckoned among its natural constituents. The end reaction is 
not so sharp as could be desired, while the B. P. resinous bodies 
likely to interfere with the saponification are readily detected 
by the character of the carbon disulphide residue. The U. S. P. 
process has yielded higher figures for acids and saponifiable 
substances than those obtained by titrating and saponifying 
the carbon bisulphide residue of the B. P. process. 

CANTHARIDES. 

The assay of the Spanish fly by the processes of Greenish 
and Wilson, and of Dieterich, gives concordant results, with 
an average yield of 0.60 per cent. of cantharidin, but experience 
shows considerable variation in the commercial article, as is 
shown in the occasional failure of the official Liquor Epispasti- 
cus to bljster. It is conceded that any liquid preparation of 
cantharides owes its activity to the cantharidin present, but 
it is not so well known that when cantharides is applied in the 
form of a plaster its blistering capability is increased by the 
degree of coarseness of the powder employed. A plaster of 
finely powdered flies has failed, where one made with coarse 
powder has been effective. Clinicians should take note of the 
reiterated recommendation to replace the crude drug by an 
equivalent of cantharidin, and investigators should endeavor 
to devise a simple process that would insure the complete ex- 
traction of the cantharidin and its exact determination. 

CASCARILLA. 

Cascarillin, an essential oil and an indefinite resin, appear 
to be the medicinally valuable constituents of this drug. Cas- 
carillin may be the important principle, and considering the 
ease with which it may be isolated it is surprising that little 
is known of its pharmacological action or therapeutic use. 
From experiments made by the speaker, alcohol appears to be 
too general a solvent for determining exclusively the really use- 
ful constituents. He recommends, therefore, the exhaustion of 
the bark with acetone in a Soxhlet, the recovery of the 
solvent by distillation, and the drying of the residue at 120 
degrees F. to constant weight. If it is desired to determine 
approximately the proportion of bitter relatively to essential 
oil, this can be readily done by subjecting the weighed residue 
constant at 120 degrees F. to 230 degrees F. until it ceases to 
lose weight. 


PHARMACEUTICAL 


EUONYMUS. 

Mr. Naylor’s investigations, as well as those of others, tend 

to show that an alcohol stronger than 45 per cent. should be 
employed in order to get an effective extract. He gave it as 
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his opinion that the extract of euonymus of the United States 
Pharmacopeia is a good example of what the preparation 
ought to be. The extractum euonymi siccum of the B. P. is 
too weak. 

GELSEMIUM.. 


After reviewing the literature of gelsemium root and de- 
scribing the work of Kollock, Eberle, Wormley, Robbins, Cob- 
lentz, Schmidt, Gerrard, Thompson, Ringer and Murrell, 
Cushny, Géldner and Spiegel, Mr. Naylor said our present 
knowledge of gelsemium is that the root contains two alka- 
loids—gelsemine, which is crystalline, and gelseminine, which 
is amorphous—and that the latter is more active physiological- 
ly than the former. The point awaiting determination is the 
relation of the two bases to each other. In consideration of the 
fact, he said, that gelsemium is a powerful drug, and that its 
activity is due almost entirely to its alkaloidal principles, it is 
a matter of surprise that the United States Pharmacopeia has 
not directed the liquid extract to be standardized, the more so 
as,it is commercially obtainable of a definite alkaloidal strength. 


GINGER. 


The chemistry of this drug has been neglected. Dr. Thresh, 
a former officer of the conference, made elaborate and extended 
investigations, the results of which he communicated in a paper 
at the annual meeting of the conference in 1879, and at sub- 
sequent meetings. According to his researches an ethereal ex- 
tract of the rhizome of Jamaica ginger, which is practically 
gingerin, contains volatile oil, fatty and resinous bodies, and a 
pungent principle, gingerol, which occurs as a viscid, yellow 
and odorless liquid. Among other constituents detected, but 
not isolated, was an alkaloid, occurring in minute traces, about 
which nothing is known. Dr. Thresh also determined, approxi- 
mately, the percentage of gingerol in the rhizome, and he sub- 
sequently examined more minutely the resins and the gingerol 
he had isolated. He was unsuccessful in obtaining gingerol in 
a crystalline form, and the volatile oil was found to be an ex- 
ceedingly complex mixture of hydrocarbons and their oxida- 
tion products. Later investigators have found camphene, zingi- 
berene (C,;H.,) and phellandrene, although the presence of the 
last named has been questioned. The recommendation of Idris 
to use acetone for the extraction of the pungent and aromatic 
principles of ginger has met with much favor. 

The frequency with which ginger is adulterated with “ spent 
ginger ” has led to many attempts to devise a simple and relia- 
ble method of detecting such adulteration. Dyer and Gilbard 
recommend the determination of the alcoholic extract obtained 
after previous exhaustion with ether, but the experiments of 
Allen, Moor and Bennett give preference to the determination 
of the soluble ash and cold water extract. 

Further information on the chemistry of gingerol is desira- 
ble. For a more complete and much needed valuation of ginger 
Mr. Naylor submitted that what is required is a process, ac- 
curate and easy, for the separation of the volatile oil and 
gingerol free from the fatty and resinous substances that ac- 
company them in the oleoresin, and its application to the de- 
termination of the pungent and aromatic principles of ginger— 
a process for assaying the drug on the basis of its gingerol and 
volatile oil. 

GUAIACUM RESIN. 


The chief constituents are guaiaretic acid, guaidconic acid 
and guaiacie acid. Of these the second is invariably present in 
largest proportion, and it is the constituent mainly responsible 
for the blue color produced by the action of oxidizing agents. 
The official monograph should be amplified to include tests for 
assuring the quality of the resin and its freedom from adulter- 
ants. It should state the proportion soluble in 90 per cent. 
alcohol and the percentage of ash as proposed by John C. Um- 
ney and the acid number (Dieterich) should also be given, as 
well as a specific test for rosin—a cheap and not uncommon 
adulterant. The rosin test described in the U. S. P. is ef- 
fective, but in the description of the U. S. P. test Mr. Naylor 
suggested that instead of “ should not give a green color on the 
addition of an equal volume of solution (1 in 1,000) of cupric 
acetate,” the direction should read, “when shaken with an 
equal volume of cupric acetate (1 in 1,000) the supernatant 
liquor should not be colored green.” Experience of the method 
prescribed in the same volume for the determination of the 
acid number shows it to be unsatisfactory, said Mr. Naylor, in- 
asmuch as the end reaction is indefinite and a small error in 
reading off the volume of alkali required is the cause of a large 
error in the result. 

HOPS. 


There is still much uncertainty as to the definite principles 
of hops. The properties attributed by various investigators to 
the alkaloid suggests that different substances have been in the 
hands of the respective authors. Hantke has isolated an alka- 
loid from the seeds. The active principles of hops undoubtedly 
are contained in lupulin. Russell found that an extract pre- 
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pared from the bracts free from. lupulin was inactive. If that 
be so, hops might be deleted from the Pharmacopeia and 
lupulin alone retained. Regarding the evaluation of hops and 
their preparations for pharmaceutical purposes, further devel- 
opment will take place in an estimation of the bitter principles. 
Lintner has devised a process by which these bodies are as- 
sayed by standard potash solution, while in Remy’s process pro- 
vision is made for the approximate quantitative separation of 
the bitter acids. 
LOBELIA. 


There has been considerable research on this drug, but the 
results have been too variable to place beyond doubt to what 
principle or principles it owes its medicinal value. Whether it 
contains one base only (lobeline), or two, and whether these 
are liquid or solid, or both, are questions still awaiting a satis- 
factory settlement. The balance of probability is in favor of 
Siebert’s liquid base, lobeline, as being the specific principle 
on which activity depends, but until further research data are 
provided it would be unwise to standardize the official tincture 
by a process based on its alkaloidal strength. 


MALE FERN. 


Among the principles discovered and isolated in the rhizome 
of the aspidiums examined or in their ethereal extracts are 
filicie acid (crystalline and amorphous), volatile oil, aspidin, 
albaspidin, flavaspidic acid, filicinyl butanone, aspidinin, 
asphidinol and filmaron. Clinical observation has made clear 
that the ethereal extract is liable to contain a toxic body in ad- 
dition to one possessing marked vermifugal principles. The re- 
searches of Poulsson, Hausmann, Kraft, Kobert, Jaquet and 
others leave the question of which is the most active vermi- 
fugal principle, or principles, somewhat confused, and Mr. 
Naylor said it would be a distinct advantage if a research 
chemist experienced in the isolation of vegetable principles 
would take specimens of male fern of varying ages, grown in 
Great Britain, re-examine them and test, first chemically, and 
then clinically, the definite bodies obtained. Since the use of 
the ethereal extract in medicine is practically dependent on its 
value as a vermifuge, it is of first importance that the princi- 
ple, or principles, to which it owes its activity should be placed 
at least beyond reasonable controversy, before any recommended 
process for standardizing it can be accepted. In the present 
state of our knowledge the processes of Daccomo, Scoccianti, 
Kraft or Stoeder for the determination of filicie acid, however 
accurate for that constituent, cannot justifiably aspire to meas- 
ure the anthelmintic value of the extract. 


MYBRH, 


The point to which greater attention should be directed is 
the percentage of volatile oil. An examination should be made 
of a large number of verified samples for ash, solubility in 90 
per cent. alcohol, saponification number, and volatile oil, with 
a view to the feasibility of arriving at percentages indicative 
of samples of good quality commercially obtainable, and which 
would exclude, within reasonable limits, the more commonly 
occurring adulterants. 

SENEGA. 


Preparations of senega-are in much demand, and yet the 
chemistry of the root has been but imperfectly investigated. 
Our knowledge regarding constituents of senega must be pro- 
nounced unsatisfactory, said President Naylor, at least so far 
as it is insufficient for the purpose of a pharmacological valua- 
tion of the drug by chemical process. Both senegin and poly- 
galic acid require further investigation., A complete reinvesti- 
gation of true senega is needed to discover what are the essen- 
tial constituents, in what proportion they exist, and to what 
principle, or principles, are due its medicinal virtues or thera- 
peutic properties. 

VERATRINE. 


It is evident that this preparation, when made by the process 
described in the British Pharmacopeia, is a mixture of bases 
and altered products. It consists chiefly of cevadine, together 
with veratrine and possibly cevadilline, with partially hydro- 
lysed bases. It is more than probable that the veratrine of 
commerce is rarely of English make and that the permissible 
process of the Pharmacopeia is too antiquated and too de- 
structive of alkaloidal content to command the acceptance of 
manufacturers. There is great need for further experimental 
work with the specific object of obtaining reliable information 
as to the proportion in which the different alkaloids exist in 
commercial samples of the-drug. Since its physiological action 
resembles aconitine, an ointment of which is official, the re- 
tention of veratrine in the Pharmacopeia is of doubtful value. 
If, however, the authorities decide to include in the next edition 
of the official volume a substance that produces the therapeutic 
effects of cevadine (veratrine), the present mixture of bases 
should be replaced by the pure alkaloid. 
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CONCLUSION. 


It will be seen, said the president in concluding an address 
that was listened to with keen interest, that many points still 
await investigation, and the pharmacist who has the requisite 
experience, leisure and appliances to assist in the settlement 
of questions of great moment to medicine will add to his pro- 
fessional status and will render a valuable service to the com- 
munity. British pharmacy has made steady progress during 
the past 25 years. From personal knowledge he affirmed that 
the medicines supplied through qualified retail pharmacists 
were of a quality unobtainable less than a quarter of a century 
ago. To the credit of British pharmacy be it said that amid 
excessive competition, aggravated by legislative enactments 
that unintentionally, but admittedly, apply to the disadvantage 
of the qualified proprietor as against the unqualified owners of 
impersonal combinations, and despite the temptation to con- 
duct their businesses purely on commercial lines, there are a 
large number in the craft who practice high-class pharmacy. 
There is likewise a small but not inconsiderable number of 
highly trained men who, with praiseworthy zeal. devote their 
scant leisure to the prosecution of pharmaceutical research. 


The Papers. 


Thereafter the conference settled down to solid business, 
the first papers read being two by E. H. Farr and R. Wright. 
The first was on 

THE NITRIC ACID PROCESS FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 
STRYCHNINE. 

The authors recorded their approval of Keller’s process as 
modified by Gordin for the determination of strychnine. This 
process, adopted by the United States Pharmacopeia, has been 
adversely criticized, but the authors proved it accurate by ex- 
perimental results. Using the U. S. P. modus operandi, they 
" obtained the following results, temperature being modified as 
stated: 


STRYCHNINE per se: 1. Temperature normal; alkaloid taken 0.075. 
recovered 0.0746; taken 0.175, recovered 0.175. 2. Acid added at 50 
degrees C.. taken 0.1125, recovered 0.1125; same again. 3. Mixture 
heated to 65 degrees after adding acid, taken 0.092, recovered 0.0875 : 
taken 0.159, recovered 0.155. 4. Mixture heated to 65 degrees C. 
after adding acid; taken 0.092, recovered 0.0875; taken 0.159, re- 
covered 0.115. 5. Mixture heated to 100 degrees C. after adding acid; 
taken 0.0815, recovered 0.0755; taken 0.094, recovered 0.088. 

BRUCINE per se: 1. Temperature normal; brucine taken 0.084, re- 
covered 0.0767. 2. Mixture heated to 38 degrees C. for ten minutes; 
taken 0.0767, recovered 0.027. 3. Mixture heated to 50 degrees C. for 
five minutes: taken 0.0907, recovered 0.0027. 4. Mixture heated to 
50 degrees C. for 30 minutes; taken 0.0847, recovered 0.006; taken 
0.074, recovered 0.005. 

Other experiments in the mixed alkaloids were recorded, all 
proving that the U. S. P. process, if carefully worked, gives 


accurate results under simple conditions. 
EXTRACT OF NUX VOMICA. 


A long paper by the same authors was next read, which con- 
stituted the fifth of a series of examinations on standardized 
powdered alcoholic extracts. First determining the amount of 
total alkaloids in nux vomica, the authors found that Bombay 
nux vomica contained an average of 3.53 per cent, Cochin 3.32 
per cent., Madras 2.94 per cent., and Ceylon 4.4 to 5.3 per cent. 
Commercial powdered nux vomica was found to yield an aver- 
age of 2.8 per cent. With regard to the yield of strychnine in 
nux vomica, the authors working on seven samples of seeds got 
an average of 1.23 per cent. of strychnine and 1.55 per cent. of 
brucine. In only one instance was the percentage of strychnine 
higher than that of brucine. In the seeds of Strychnos Ignatia, 
however, the reverse was the case, one sample examined yield- 
ing 1.75 per cent. of strychnine and 0.95 per cent. of brucine. 
The authors thought it would be preferable to fix a strychnine 
standard for nux vomica and its preparations, which would in- 
clude the brucine, expressed, if possible, in terms of strychnine. 
For assaying nux vomica the authors recommended Keller’s 
method (menstrum; ether 4 vols., chloroform 3 vols., amylic 
alcohol 1 vol.), one in which the drug in powder is exhausted 
by percolation with a mixture of chloroform 2, ether 6, and am- 
moniated alcohol 1. The ratio of alkaloids to extractive was 
found by the authors to be 13.2-14.1 alkaloids with 85.9-86.8 dry 
extractive. The authors recorded some fresh experiments. 
They exhausted 1.500 Gm. of the drug in No. 40 powder by re- 
percolation, using four percolators. The percolate from the 
last percolator was collected in six fractions, each consisting of 
750 Ce. In each of these fractions the proportions of dry ex- 
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tract, total alkaloids and strychnine were determined and the 
results in percentages were tabulated thus: 


Brucine 

Dry Total Strych- by 
Fraction. extract alkaloids. nine. difference. 
02 1.560 0.780 0.780 
2 .38 0.440 0.180 0.260 
3 2.88 0.292 0.148 0.144 
4 1.26 0.080 0.044 0.036 
5 0.50 0.032 0.020 0.012 
6 0.50 0.024 0.014 0.010 





The total from the different fractions indicate 13.1 per cent. 
of total alkaloids in the dry extract. Experiments were made 
with different menstrua, 100 Gm. of the drug in No. 40 powder 
being percolated in each case with 400 Cc. of the liquid. With 
a sample which contained 2.94 per cent. of alkaloids (1.5 per 
cent. of strychnine) the following results (in percentages) were 


obtained : 
Alcohol—Per cent. 








——— 

Percolate yielded. 90 80 70 60 
oo NR eae SS 1.94 3.12 3.6 3.7 
Total alkaloids............ 0.292 0.548 0.588 0.644 
Strychnine ..... siasere ee 26 0.264 0.296 
Brucine ...... bashes 0.288 0.324 0.348 
Strychnive in dry extract... 7.42 8.33 7.33 


The 60 per cent. alcohol percolates slowly and the percolate 
is not clear, so that it is inferior to the 70 and 80 per cent. al- 
cohol. The results show that where a sample of nux vomica 
of good quality is employed no difficulty is experienced in pre- 
paring a dry extract containing 5 per cent. of strychnine. Dis- 
cussing liquid extract of nux vomica, the authors came to the 
conclusion that, seeing the extract contains fat, more drug is 
required than formerly to get a preparation of proper standard. 
The trouble arises from the mistake of the compilers of the 
British Pharmacopeia in adapting the strength of the prepara- 
tion to the system of doses adopted to suit the memories of pre- 
scribers. Referring to the alkaloidal standards for nux vomica, 
the authors queried whether in fixing the standards it was 
safe te treat the brucine present as a negligible quantity. Al- 
though its physiological potency is small in comparison with 
strychnine, it is by no means inert, and is always present in 
nux vomica and its preparations in a proportion sufficiently 
large to exert a considerable influence upon their therapeutic 
effect. They therefore suggested that the brucine should be 
calculated into terms of strychnine, and a strychnine standard 
be established upon the dual basis. For the preparation of the 
standardized extract the authors recommended the following 
process : : 


Take 
Nux vomica in No. 20 powder...any convenient quantity. 
Hard paraffin.........cscccccses of each a sufficiency. 


Alcohol (70 per cent.)..........-. 

Moisten the powder with one-fourth its volume of the menstruum, 
set aside for six hours, pack in a conical percolator, pour more men- 
struum over the marc, and allow percolation to proceed slowly but 
continuously unti] a volume of percolate has been collected equal to 
three times the bulk of the powder taken w/v. Express the marc, and 
add the pressings to the percolate. Recover the alcohol by distilla- 
tion, transfer the residual liquid to a suitable bottle, rinse the still out 
with hot water, adding the rinsings to the other liquid. Introduce 
into the bottle a quantity of paraffin wax equal to 5 per cent. the 
volume of the liquid, raise the temperature by standing the bottle in 
hot water until the wax is roe gens | melted, and, maintaining the 
mixture at this temperature, shake well and frequently during half an 
hour. Pour the mixture into an evaporating dish, and allow to stand 
until the wax has completely separated from the liquid and formed a 
cake upon the surface. Break through the Jatter, and run off the 
clear liquid: then meit down the wax, add a little hot water, mix well 
and set aside till cold. Recover the washings and add to the bulk of 
the liquid extract. The dry extract, total alkaloids, and strychnine in 
the latter are then determined, and from the data obtained the whole 
of the reserved liquid is converted into a powdered extract containing 
5 per cent. of strychnine, by the addition either of milk sugar or a 
standard powdered nux vomica, the evaporation being conducted over 
a water bath. The product is to be preserved in well corked or glass 
stoppered containers. 


Keller’s process is preferable for assaying the powdered ex- 

tract, strychnine being determined by the nitric acid process. 
THE DISCUSSION 

dealt mainly with the assaying of nux vomica and the value of 
the nitric acid process. The contributors were many and the 
speeches pertinent. D. B. Dott, the well-known Edinburgh 
chemist, approved the process recommended by the authors, but 
disagreed with the use of the powdered drug itself for stand- 
ardization purposes. He suggested sugar of milk or some other 
suitable diluent. Most of the speakers considered the use of 
the powdered drug undesirable, and John C. Umney was not 
sure that it was necessary to estimate the brucine. H. W. Ladd 
thought there was no necessity to trouble about the fat, as that 
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was removed from the seeds in the process of powdering. F. 

W. Ransom thought there was not much probability of pow- 

dered extracts ever replacing the moist extracts. 
PHYSICO-CHEMISTRY IN PHARMACOLOGY. 

A highly technical contribution entitled Some Applications 
of Physical Chemistry to Pharmacological Problems was sent 
by Dr. Slater Price. It was an exposition of the theory of 
electrolytic dissociation in pharmacology, as illustrated by 
means of the killing power of solutions of mercuric chlroide, 
mercuric bromide and mercuric cyanide on the spores of 
anthrax. The paper was above the heads of the conference 
members and there was no discussion. 

LOCAL FLORA. 

John Humphreys, a local botanist and lecturer on dental 
anatomy in Birmingham University, described the flora of the 
Lickey Hills, in Worcestershire. 

STROPHANTHUS AND STROPHANTHIN. 

E. W. Mann described a method of isolating strophanthin 
from the seeds when these have been freed from oil. He found 
that the glucosides from various kinds of seeds varied greatly 
in physiological activity. The strophanthin from a sample of 
Strophanthus Nicholsoni was found to be but slightly active. 
The minimum lethal dose per 100 Gm. of frag. was stated to be 
3.8 minims for that obtained from Strophanthus gratus and 5 
minims for the glucosive from Strophanthus Kombé. The 
paper was discussed by A. W. Gerrard, R. Wright and J. C. 
Umney, all of whom were rather doubtful as to the purity of 
the products obtained by Mr. Mann. The method adopted by 
the author was as follows: 


One hundred grammes of the seeds was powdered and exhausted 
with petroleum spirit; the oil was separated and incidentally examined 
on the usual lines. The oil free powder was air dried, transferred to 
a Dreschel extractor, and percolated for 30 hours with boiling absolute 
alcohol; percolate was evaporated and the residue, when cold, taken 
up with water. To this aqueous liquid a slight excess of solution of 
basic acid of lead was added, the — filtered, filtrate treated with 
excess of sodium sulphate, filtered, filtrate evaporated at low tempera- 
ture with 10 Gm. of fine sand. The product was powdered and ex- 
hausted in a Soxhlet tube with boiling amyl alcohol; the bulk of the 
solvent was removed on a water bath and evaporation and drying com- 
pleted at 60 degrees C. 


UNGUENTUM COCAINE. 

R. A. Cripps gave details of four samples of this ointment 
he had examined which showed that an ointment made with 
cocaine hydrochloride was less: liable to decomposition than 
those made with the pure alkaloid. In the course of the dis- 
cussion it was apparent that members were rather sceptical 
of the conclusions arrived at, and it was agreed that further 
tests, both physiological and pharmacological, were necessary. 

DRUGS IN BIRMINGHAM. 

A review comprising results of the analyses of drugs bought 
in Birmingham during the past few years was given by J. F. 
Liverseege, public analyst for the city and a pharmacist. The 
articles were bought from qualified chemists, drug companies, 
herbalists and hucksters and comprised arrowroot, borax, qui- 
nine-and-iron citrate, Epsom salts, glycerin, almond oil, cam- 
phorated oil, castor oil, compound liquorice powder, Gregory’s 
powder, Seidlitz powders, saffron, sodium bicarbonate, spirit 
of camphor, sal volatile, precipitated sulphur, compound tinc- 
ture of benzoin, paregoric, tincture of iodine, white precipitate 
ointment and wood charcoal. The samples were bought by 
food and drugs inspectors in carrying out the Food and Drugs 
Acts, and the greatest percentage of adulteration, the author 
reported, was found in samples purchased from unqualified 
vendors. This paper proved one of the most generally interest- 
ing of the conference series and many members took part in the 
discussion. The item round which most interest centered was 
the recorded analyses of errors or carelessness in dispensing 
mixtures. Of 42 mixtures examined, nine were more or less 
unsatisfactory. One of four mixtures of Epsom salts was de- 
ficient in salt, probably because an avoirdupois ounce had been 
used instead of an apothecaries ounce in weighing. One of 
nine mixtures of potassium bromide was deficient in the salt. 
Of 18 iodide mixtures one was made with tap water in place 
of chloroform water, two were deficient in iodide and one had it 
in excess. The author reported a curious series of errors in 
one of the mixtures. The prescription ordered 360 grains of 
iodide in 6 ounces of mixture and a dose of one teaspoonful. 
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The bottle had a capacity of 544 ounces, it contained 334 grains 
and the dose on the label was given as “ one tablespoonful,” 
thus showing a dose of 32 grains of potassium iodide instead 
of 7% grains. 

COMMERCIAL MALT EXTRACTS. — 

A record of an incompleted examination of some commer- 
cial malt extracts by E. F. Harrison and Duncan Gair was 
invested with a pathetic interest by the fact that Gair, a 
brilliant young chemist, died before the work was completed. 
His colleague, E. F. Harrison, contributed the results reached 
so far, stating that he hoped to continue the work interrupted 
by the death of his friend and fellow worker. Thirteen sam- 
ples were acquired from various sources, six of them being 
widely advertised articles sold under special brands. It was 
noted that the one which showed marked superiority to all the 
others did not come from a pharmaceutical source at all. The 
samples were examined for (1) total solids, (2) maltose, 
(3) proteids, and (4) diastatic value. The method employed 
for (1) was to dissolve 20 Gm. of extract in water, make up 
to 100 Ml., and determine the specific gravity by means of 
Regnault’s bottle. From the figure obtained for specific gravity 
(water being taken as 1,000) the percentage of total solids was 
found by the formula: 

T. S. = Sp. Gr. 1,000 
—— x 6. 
3.92 

For (2) 5 Ml. of the solution was diluted to 100 M1.. and the 
resulting solution, containing 1 Gm. of extract in 100 MI... was 
used to titrate Fehling’s solution. Ten Ml. of Fehling’s solu- 
tion was diluted with 40 MI. of water and boiled in a porcelain 
beaker, and the malt solution run in from a burette until 
exactly all the copper was reduced. The starch-iodide indi- 
cator was used to determine the end-point, and since 10 M1, of 
Fehling’s is reduced by 0.9805 of maltose, the percentage of 
maltose in the extract was given by the expression see where 
m stood for the number of Ml. used. The Kjeldahl-Gunning 
method was employed for (8), and the result multiplied by 
6.8 was taken as proteid. The method for (4) was that de- 
vised by Jowett. Potato starch was used. The amount of 
starch was taken, which contained I Gm. of the anhydrous sub- 
stance, mixed in a mortar with a little cold water and poured 
into 65 Ml. of boiling water. The mortar was rinsed with a 
little cold water (15 Ml. in all), making a total of 80 M1. of 
mucilage, which was boiled for about a minute to insure com- 
plete gelatinization. The mucilage was then cooled to 46 de- 
grees C.. and to it 20 Ml. of the solution of malt extract, as in 
(2), was added. This solution contained 1.0 of extract in 100 
Ml, so the quantity of extract taken to digest the starch was 
0.2 Gm. The mixture was kept at 40 degrees C. for half an 
hour, and then boiled to step the action going further. After 
cooling, the liquid was adjusted to measure 100 Mi., and 10 
Ml. of Fehling’s solution titrated with it, as already described. 
The first three samples showed from 69.8 to 73.2 per cent. of 
total solids, 58.5 to 65.4 per cent. of maltose, 4.1 to 7 per cent. 
of proteids, and 346 to 468 diastatic value. Two other samples 
showed 187 and 268 diastatic value, respectively, the latter 
showing 74.2 per cent. of maltose, probably due, the authors 
thought, to glucose. The diastatic values of the other samples 
examined were 96, 89, 65, 17, 15, 10, and two showed 0. In 
replying to various questions, Mr. Harrison said he had used 
potato starch invariably. The best plan for determining glucose 
was by phenylhydrozone. He thought the crystallization of 
malt extract was due to the conversion of dextrose into maltose 
being continued in the cold. He did not think the picric acid 
test reliable. 

NITROGEN IN COMMON DRUGS. 

F. H. Aleock is a prolific contributor by paper or discussion 
to the scientific proceedings at the conferences. This year he 
gave records of the determination of the amount of nitrogen in 
some common drugs by the Kjeldahl-Gunning process. He esti- 
mated and gave the records for the amount of nitrogen in the 
seeds of nux vomica, sweet almonds, cocoa, linseed, bitter 
almonds, strophanthus, roasted coffee and calabar bean; in the 
leaves of Indian and Alexandrian senna and of tea; in the 
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barks of cassia, cinchona, frangula and cascara; in the roots 
of ipecacuauha, liquorice, rhubarb and sarsaparilla; in col- 
chicum, squill, quassia, camomile, dalmation flowers, cloves, 
saffron, sautonica, cocculus indicus, peppers, colocynth, pulp, 
fennel, juniper, capsicum, pimento, various liquorice juices, 
opium, Cape aloes, pale and black catechu, kino, cantharides, 
cochineal, sticlac, Bullock’s pepsin, gelatin, ergot, aleppo and 
English galls, lycopodium, Iceland moss, Irish moss and podo- 
phyllin resin. He had found that for flasks those made of Jena 
glass were the best. The paper was commended by J. F. 
Liverseege, E. F. Harrison and Thomas Tyrer. 


SUPPOSITORIES. 


With the object of discovering a method of emulsifying 
aqueous liquids with theobroma oil in the preparation of sup- 
positories, S. Taylor made a number of experiments, as a result 
of which he recommends the use of sodium stearate. He found 
that the addition of 1 to 2-per cent. of sodium stearate to the 
whole mass emulsifies 30 per cent. or more of water or aqueous 
liquids, and 30 per cent. of a 45 per cent. alcoholic liquid, such 
as liquid extract of witchhazel. The methods of manipulation 
vary. In the case of a liquid which may be boiled without in- 
jury, the liquid and the sodium stearate may be boiled together 
first and allowed to cool. The oil of theobroma is then added 
and the whole stirred until emulsification takes place. With 
liquids injured by strong heat, the oil and the stearate may be 
heated together till completely mixed, and as the mass cools the 
liquid may be stirred and emulsified. A hard and fast rule 
cannot be laid down for making that class of suppository ; 
judgment and experience must decide. Hamamelin, for in- 
stance, tends to clot and form an unsatisfactory mass in the 
presence of excess of water. In such a case it would be pref- 
erable to first make the emulsion of liquid and oil, then make 
the suppository by pressure in the cold. In some cases the 
addition of a small percentage of anhydrous wool-fat is an 
advantage. The addition of sodium stearate does not appre- 
ciably alter the melting point of the mass. 

In the course of the discussion Mr. Dott said he had found 
adeps lane with a little white wax useful where aqueous sub- 
stance were required to be incorporated with theobroma. 


MAKING BOUGIES, 


A. W. Gerrard described a method of making urethral bou- 
gies in a few pieces of glass tubing of even bore, with a piece 
of glass rod for piston and a piece of rubber tubing to act as 
suction tube. The glass tubing should be in about 8-inch 
lengths, with an internal bore about equal to 2 No. 9 catheter. 
The piston rod should be about 12 inches long. The melted 
mass is drawn up into the tube by means of the suction pipe 
and transferred quickly to a vessel of iced water. When cool 
the bougies are forced from their molds with the rod and cut 
to the required length. In the discussion John R. Hill said he 
had used the method 28 years ago, and there were other indica- 
tions that the method was not new. 

FIBRE IN DRUGS. 


The importance of estimating the fibre in drugs was empha- 
sized by H. W. Jones, who gave the following method : 


Treat 1 Gm. of the powder in a porcelain dish with 20 Ce. of water 
and boil for three minutes, preferably on an iron plate. Add 50 Ce. 
of 10 per cent. sulphuric acid, and continue boiling for one minute. 
Place on the water bath and treat for two hours, adding water to re- 
place that lost by evaporation. The aperture of the water bath 
should be of a sufficient size so that the whole contents of the dish 
are kept fully heated. Collect the insoluble residue on dried and 
tared acid washed filter paper, free from ash. Remove all traces of 
acid by washing with water. Drain, and cover the funnel] with a 
watch glass, using several amounts of strong liquid ammonia (0.880) 
until the filtrate appears colorless. This part of the process should not 
be hurried. Treat with alcohol (90 per cent.) to remove a further 
amount of soluble matter, and wash with more of the spirit. Use 
ether for final washing; dry at 100 degree C. Cool and weigh in a 
closed tube. 


In a few remarks on this paper Professor Greenish said he 
had used a similar process with chloral hydrate as a clearing 
agent for the starch, which obscures the cellular features in 
microscopic work. 

ASSAYING GALENICALS. 


The results of assaying a large number of galenical prepara- 
tions supplied to the Irish medical charities during the past 
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year were tabulated by J. E. Brunker, of Dublin, who is analyst 
to the Local Government Board of Ireland. Out of 2,665 
tinctures examined, 69 were defective; of 302 liquors, 16, and 
of 376 liquid extracts, 13. These results, as Dr. Symes said in 
the discussion, showed that the contractors had supplied honest 
drugs at competitive prices. 

THE CHEMISTRY OF THE EUCALYPTS. 


Henry G. Smith, assistant curator of the Government Mu- 
seum, at Sydney, New South Wales, and a pre-eminent authority 
on the subject, contributed a record of some recent investiga- 
tions in connection with the classification and chemistry of the 
eucalypts. Running down the genus species of eucalyptus, there 
are found exuding kinds that do not gelatinize in tinctures, The 
best product chemically is that obtained from eucalyptus micro- 
corys, but it cannot be obtained in commercial quantities. The 
next best is that of eucalyptus calophylla. 


NOTES ON SOME OF THE LIQUID EXTRACTS, 


by D. B. Dott, dealt with those of belladonna, cinchona, ipe- 
cacuanha, nux vomica, hydrastes and taraxacum. As a better 
process than that in use, he would advise in their preparation 
60 per cent. alcohol, with simple percolation, or maceration and 
pressure, as required, in nearly every case. Those who dis- 
cussed the paper were not satisfied that a 60 per cent. men- 
struum was sufficiently strong. 


PEPSIN AND INORGANIC COMPOUNDS. 


An exhaustive and careful research on the activity of pepsin 
after brief contact with certain inorganic compounds was re- 
ported upon by that brilliant Scottish pharmacist, J. F. Tocher. 
A series of tabulated results were given, which went to prove 
that solutions of sodium bicarbonate, sodium, potassium, and 
ammonium hydrates, when added to solutions of pepsin in the 
cold, have an immediate inhibition or destructive effect on 
pepsin, according to the concentration. Mr. Tocher found that 
dilute solutions of caustic alkali immediately destroy the ac- 
tivity of dilute solutions of pepsin, 1 MI. of decinormal am- 
monia (0.0017 Gm. NH,) being sufficient to destroy the proteo- 
lytic power of 5 Mgm. of pepsin in 10 Ml. of water. In other 
words, a 0.1 per cent. solution of pepsin with an alkalinity 
equal to 0.017 per cent. has no proteolytic power whatsoever. 
On acidifying and digesting the enzyme is found to be de- 
stroyed. Pepsin should therefore never be prescribed with alka- 
lies. Furthermore, he discovered that bismuth carbonate pre- 
cipitates pepsin from aqueous solutions, but bismuth subnitrate 
does not. Again, compound mixtures containing solution of 
bismuth, morphine, carmine, etc., should contain no pepsin, since 
the activity of the enzyme is much retarded by the morphine 
and is destroyed proportionally to the amount of alkali present 
in solution. 

CITRATES AND TARTRATES, 


] 

The same author described a method of detecting citrates 
and tartrates, which depends upon the fact that an alkaline 
solution of-a tartrate becomes red on the addition of cobalt 
nitrate and blue on boiling, while a citrate gives a blue color 
without boiling. 

AMMONIATED MERCURY. 


Thomas Tyrer offered some criticisms on the want of defi- 
niteness apparent in the B. P. directions for the preparation of 
certain chemicals, ammoniated mercury being taken as an ex- 
ample. 

THE FUTURE. 


The proceedings, so far as serious business was concerned, 
concluded on July 26. The conference agreed to accept the 
invitation of the Manchester men and go to that city next year. 


THE OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 


are: President, Thomas Tyrer; vice-presidents, R. A. Robinson, 
D. B. Dott, F. Ransom, G. S. Woolley, Dr. J. A. Walsh and Pro- 
fessor Greenish ; honorary treasurer, John C. Umney; honorary 
secretaries, E. S. Peck and E. White. The final day of the 
conference was devoted to an all-day excursion to Worcester 
and Malvern, and the finest of weather prevailed. 
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CONDUCTED BY FRANK FARRINGTON. 
Under this head will appear suggestions and plans for increas- 
ing trade, advertising expenences, information, and notes of 
interest useful to the pharmacist in the preparation of his ad- 
wertising matter. Specimens of current advertising will be 
reproduced, with suggestive analysis and criticism, and queries 








relative to advertising matters will be answered. To abotd 
delay address communications to Department of Business Build- 
ing, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 66 West Broadway, New York. 





SOME NEWSPAPER ADS. 


In going ‘through a large number of druggists’ newspaper 
advertisements lately we were especially impressed with the 
very general way in which the writers treated their various 
subjects. 

Instead of straight, succinct talk about definite articles and 
their qualities and prices, these contained glittering generalities 
of “ Ours is the best store,” “Come to us for pure drugs,” “ Up 
to date methods here,” etc., ete. We had thought that this sort 
of advertising was a thing of the past among progressive busi- 
ness men, but it seems not. 

Then, too, while the average druggist seems to use from 
three to six inches of single column newspaper space, he de- 
votes a third or more of that space to the display of his name 
and location, or to some fancy name plate. 

For instance, the Opera House Pharmacy, in 
Ohio, runs an ad like the subjoined: 


An Odorless 
Disinfectant 


Deutsch’s Chlorides an ideal 
general disinfectant. Unequal- 
led for sicksroom use. Very 
economicak Large bottle 35c. 


Ze 


ae 


DRUTSCH’S 
Opera ‘Pharmacy 


Cleveland, 














Entrances: Opera House, 
Sheriff Street, U 5S. Cigar Store. 


This ad 
about some article and gives its price, but it would be still 
better were it to tell a little more about the goods and use less 
space in saying where they could be bought. Fifty per cent. of 
so small an ad given over to name plate is too large a propor- 
tion. If space in that paper is so expensive, then the name 
space should certainly be reduced. If space is not expensive, 
then the ad should be lengthened to make it of proportions to 
fit the name plate. 

From Oklahoma City comes the ad shown herewith. The 
cut at the top shows a doctor wondering what his prescription 
calls for. The rest of the ad is a good example of the kind of 
advertising that nobody reads. Ads to be interesting, to make 
people look for your talk again next issue, must tel! something 
that is of value. The general talk about fresh air or about 
pure drugs is a waste of money and newspaper space. 

The sale of spice by drug stores is growing nowadays, and 
it could be increased a great deal by judicious advertising. 


is better than many, because it tells something 
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Ave F. resh Drugs 


Actually necessary to the Tife of a 
prescription and the patient? 

Listen to the thunderous THEY 
ARE. It’s the reply from all the phy- 
sicians of the country. Poor quality 


and stale 
DRUGS 


have nulified the efforts of a whole 
army of able physicians and helped 
to make many another rich. When 
you want drugs pass the door of the 
druggists whose small trade keeps his 
stock stale. Find your way to a big 
firm like ours, whose large business 
keeps a constantly replenished stock 
of fresh drugs always. You are safe 
when you 


Get cf at (hestfalls 


Special attention to mail orders. 


A great many people buy those goods at the grocery store just 
because they do not know that they are for sale at the drug 
store, or knowing it, do not think of pharmacists as carrying 
a line that is any better than any other. Here is a spice ad 
that might have been a good one if it had been more specific. 
Its fault is the old one of generalities. 


BUYERS OF 


SPICE 


Who want PURE and 
FRESH nothing 
more, nothing less than full 
strength, unadulterated SPICE 
— spices having the rich, de- 
licious, natural 
real will 
cally the above spices AT 
AVERBECK’S, agents for 
SYMONDS’ INN SPICES, 
the finest grown grade of spices, 
sold in ORIGINAL packages 


The Averbeck Drug Co. 


14 WEST FEDERAL ST. 


spices —— 


favors of 


spice find identi- 
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We offer, as suggestive of a better way of getting up a 
spice ad, the following “ copy”: 
PURE GROUND SPICES. 


Listen! We have stocked a new line of spices. They 
are pure: the very best that can be made by grinding the 
very best pure article. 

The origina! stock is selected for strength as well as 
purity. Our spices are strong. They are more than 
simply pure. Spices may be pure and yet not strong. 

We sell these spices in 14-lb. sealed tins. We sell them 
at the same prices that you pay the grocery store for an 
inferior article. 

They are mostly 10c and 15c per tin. 

The 10c ones are: 

Turmeric, 
Cloves, 

Sage, 

Black Pepper, 
Allspice. 

The 15c ones are: 
English Mustard, 
Mace, 

Thyme, 

Jamaica Ginger, 
Mixed Spices, 
Cinnamon, 
Paprika, 

If these goods aren't ahead of any spices that you ever 
had in the house they won't cost you one cent. We guar- 
antee them to suit you or your money back. 


SMITH’S PHARMACY. 

We give space to the next ad for the simple purpose of 
showing a species that ought to be extinct, one that is generally 
supposed to be so, though alas! it is not. This is a perfect type 
of how it ought not to be done. 





FRESH CANDIES, 
»  §$0DA AND CREAM 


We serve only the best. 
Everything high grade at 


Slaymaker Pharmacy 


Chestnut Street and Berkiey Avenue. 





WE HAVE IT ALL HERE. 
For the ovreservation of health and 
beauty, a ne stock of absolutely 


FRESH DRU that will carry you past 
many @ threatened illness. Don't go on 
a vacation without our ready relicf box of 
pure drugs, nor our selection of toilet 
requisites to ward off blisters, sunburn, 
etc. 

We fill prescriptions accurately, thus as- 
suring you the exact relief prescribed by 
your physician. 

For fresh drugs at low prices, buy at 

. THE WALKER DRUG CO., 
mh4-eod Cor. Berkiey Ave and Liberty St. 
S.°S. Phone 14%. 


Here are a couple of advertisements of shaving articles. 
It ought not to take long to decide which is the one that will 
bring in direct results. The smaller one is handicapped by 
less space, a good deal less, but little of it is wasted. The 
name is plain enough and yet it does not absorb more than its 


share of room. The larger one is given a good border, set in 


good type, but leaves no impression upon the mind. 
We find fault with the smaller one for not giving some 
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more good prices instead of ending up with “ Everything to 
suit everybody.” That’s the business killing kind of talk. 


Shaving Requisites 


Our three leaders can’t be beat. 
Radiumite strop with good razor 
thrown in $i. Mug and good lather 
brush #5c. Ever ready safety razor, 
$1.00. A great assortment of mugs, 
brushes, hones, soaps, powders and 
creams. Our prices suit everybody. 
Both ‘phones 457. Remember the 
number. 


44 MAIN STREET 


Anstee-Brice Drug Co. 











Things To 
Shave With. 
| 


There is, we think, nothing in 
the line of shaving equipment 
we cannot supply. We not only 
have all the ordinary items 
but some special ones as well. 
Better get shaving supplies 
where you can get just what 
you want at right prices. 

We sell the Gillette and Zinn 
Safety Razors, together with 
the extra blades. 

















E. M. KENNEDY’S store 


104 W. MAIN ST. 




















Druggists as a rule cannot afford to employ advertising 
men to conduct their publicity campaigns. They must do all 
the actual work themselves. It is this condition that causes 
them to get careless, and when they find publication day upon 
them rush off some sort of a hurried scribble to the printer 
instead of having a good, well thought-out ad ready in advance. 

Every druggist advertiser ought to have a regular time for 
preparing his advertisements and see that the duty is attended 
to on time, keeping a few ads made up ahead if possible. 

Advertisement writing is a decided art, and no good ad 
can be written in a hurry, any more than a good picture could 
be painted in a hurry. Taking pains will mak2 good ads, even 
if the writer is somewhat inexperienced. 


The Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau. 

The following titles have been received for registration in the 
Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau: ‘ Capsodyne.” 
Nelson, Baker & Co.: “‘ Dentox,” Frederick Stearns & Co., De- 
troit, Mich. The title “ Dentozone,” previously recorded, is 
withdrawn. 

In the preceding issue on page 56 the word “ Pepsomint.” 
registered as a new title by Parke, Davis & Co., was incorrectly 


printed “ Peppomint.” 


Southern Aseptic Laboratories Chartered. 

A concern known as the Southern Aseptic Laboratories has 
been granted a charter in Columbia, 8. C. The capital is given 
as $60,000 and the company will manufacture antiseptic drugs 
and gauzes. Wm. M. Davis, formerly manager of the Seabury 
laboratories, is manager of the new concern. 
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THE INDIANAPOLIS MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 





Notes on Routes and Rates. 





Indianapolis, where the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion meets this year, September 3 to 8, can be reached from 
New York by either the New York Central Railroad or the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, and each of the railroads named has 
been authorized by the Trunk Line Association to make a rate 
of a fare and one-third for the return trip. Members will pay 
full fare from New York and intermediate pvints to Indian- 
apolis and procure a proper certificate from the issuing agent 
of the railroad. Tickets will be on sale from August 30 to 
September 4 and will be honored for return passage until Sep- 
tember 12. The fare to Indianapolis on either road is $19.00, 
and from Indianapolis to New York on the certificate plan 
$6.35. The benefit of the one-third fare on the return trip is 
obtained only on presentation of the convention certificate, 
properly vised by the secretary of the association. 

Many have expressed a preference for the trip by way of 
the New York Central Lines and the party will probably travel 
over that road. It is important that members who intend to 
join the party should notify Caswell A. Mayo, 66 West Broad- 
way, New York, of their intention as early as possible. The 
following particulars relate to service and rates over the New 
York Central Lines: 

Tickets are good going from August 30 to September 5, in- 
clusive, and will be honored for return passage until September 
12. The fare going is $19.00 and returning $6.35; berth one 
way, $5.00; section, $10; drawing room, $18.00. The train 
leaving the Grand Central Depot at 2.04 p.m., Sunday, Sep- 
tember 2, offers some advantages over other trains, as it ar- 
rives in Indianapolis on the first day of meeting about 11 
o’clock in the morning and thus affords the members time to 
get located before the opening sitting of the convention in the 
afternoon. This train consists of a dining car, a buffet, smok- 
ing, library and observation car. 

It has been suggested that train No. 7 of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, leaving New York at 6.25 p.m. September 1, arriving 
at Indianapolis 3.05 p.m. September 2, or train No. 27, leaving 
New York 1.55 p.m. September 2, arriving at Indianapolis at 
10.20 a.m. September 3, the opening day of the meeting, would 
best suit the convenience of those attending from New York. 
The local member of the Transportation Committee will re- 
serve a car on either of the trains named if he receives assur- 
ances of an attendance large enough to warrant it. 

HEADQUARTERS AND HOTELS. 

Headquarters of the association will be at the Claypool 
Hotel. The rates are as follows: Two persons in a room, 
American plan, $3.00 each a day; European plan, $1.50 a day 
for each person. Rooms en suite may be engaged and parties 
desiring a number of rooms together may also be accommodated 
by making early arrangements. The hotels named below have 
also made special rates: 

Grand Hotel.—One block from headquarters; reputed to be 
one of the best American-plan hotels in the West. The service 
is excellent, and the lobby large, light and cool. The rates are 
from $2.50 to $4.00 per day, all American plan. 

The New Denison Hotel.—Corner Ohio and Penn. Sts. All 
European. Rates: $1.00 and $1.50 per day for rooms without 
bath ; $2.00 per day up for rooms with bath. 

Spencer House.—Located near Union Station. <All Ameri- 
can plan. Rates: $2.00 per day without bath; $2.50 and $3.00 
per day with bath. 

New Hotel. English.—Located on the Circle. Rates: $1.00 and 
$2.50 on the European plan; $2.00 and $3.50 on the American 
plan, according to size and location of room with or without 
bath. 

Imperial Hotel.—Corner Capitol avenue and Ohio street. 
American plan. Rates: $2.00 per day. Where two persons oc- 
cupy a room a deduction of 50 cents. 

Linden Hotel.—311 N. Illinois street. European. Rates: 
$1.00 per day up for single rooms; 75 cents per day up for 
double rooms, 
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ROUTES AND RATES FOR THE ATLANTA MEETING. 





Personally Conducted Tour Over the Pennsylvania and Southern 
Railways 





In addition to the trip by water from New York to Savan- 
nah, and thence by rail to Atlanta, trips by rail have been 
planned, and the Pennsylvania Railroad has arranged for a per- 
sonally conducted train between New York and Atlanta, leav- 
ing at 4.25 p.m., Saturday, September 29, the route being via 
Washington and the Southern Railway. The journey occupies 
24 hours, and delegates will arrive in Atlanta at 4.55 p.m. the 
following day. 

The rate adopted for this personally conducted tour from New 
York, including round trip transportation, Pullman car sleeping 
accommodations (one berth) and meals en route going, has been 
fixed at the low figure of $33.35, it being understood that dele- 
gates are to use regular trains returning. This cost includes 
independent transportation returning. 

Atlanta has an altitude of about 1,500 feet and is always 
cool, especially as autumn approaches, and the trip by rail 
should prove entirely comfortable, as it requires only one night 
en route. 


Saturday, September 29. 
Via Pennsylvania R. R. 


The following itinerary shows the time of arrival and de- 
parture of trains: 


Leave New York (West Twenty-third street)....... 4.25 P.M. 
Leave New York (Desbrosses and Cortland street).. 4.30 P.M. 
PICU ROOM GIN 6:6!a 6 oe a a5 04 5.41 wd. 0 dies Beeler eens We 4.15 P.M. 
RICA CEH OU CMOU EN 5 on 010,966 '05 a new ale: ove SMG oe emalees 4.45 P.M. 
Leave Newark (Market street)...............ccee 4.57 P.M. 
PROVO EVO, 26 o5slsc civ.c sc ss.c cence scdasiscene cnesdcia 5.57 P.M. 
Leave: North Philadelphia... .... occ ccccaleescecsccs 6.34 P.M. 
Leave Philadelphia (Broad Street Station)......... 6.50 P.M. 
Leave West Philadelphia..............ccccccccececs 6.54 P.M. 
MMO WV ATRMEEIRCGID 6 a 6-568) eine 0160.8 <6 ure 0d hive’ oe bloke ce cens 7.31 P.M. 
WOVE ES UIUC a 5:00. 5056 Soo cain ch dV seb erase. Core e bee olen 9.15 P.M. 
PEEING: “WAGDINRIOD oo 8 ois 0 5s od0 boos Se ean accc bessw es 10.20 P.M. 
Via Southern Railicay. 
ECOG) Was Os soi sieee.c saws s mew aeinmarens oat 10.45 P.M. 
Sunday, September 30. 
PEIN: COT iis 0 a.'s oo iescins ake oud sewer eee ates 9.25 A.M. 
Leave Charlotte.........%.. Yiu evejhe Dea eee ain Chk 9.30 P.M. 
Afrive-Atianta (Central TIM) <.e..ccccsccciesiccccececse 3.55 P.M. 


The Eastern Passenger Agent of the Southern Railway, 
Alex. S. Thweatt, is prepared to give delegates any other needed 
information on request at his office, 1200-Broadway. 

Up to the middle of last week every stateroom in the Savan- 
nah Line steamer City of Columbus, which has been chartered to 
convey druggists from this section to the N. A. R. D. convention 
in Atlanta, Ga., next October, had been reserved, and there is no 
doubt that these will soon be taken if they have not been by 
this time. William De Shetley, Eastern manager of the N. A. 
R. D., who originated the excursion and who has had charge 
of the booking, is very enthusiastic over the success so far of 
the undertaking. He says that as those who have reserved 
staterooms are all jolly good fellows and will form a most con- 
genial party the trip will undoubtedly prove a most enjoyable 
one. 

The Eastern department of the N. A. R. D. has gotten out a 
very neat and attractive folder, entitled ‘ Druggists Afloat,” 
giving the official itinerary for this excursion, hotel rates at 
Atlanta, ete. On the title page is the invitation “Come in! 
The water's fine!” and the inside contains a fine picture of the 
City of Columbus, which is described as “Our home on the 
Atlantic Ocean.” Copies of the folder can be obtained on appli- 
cation to Wm. De Shetley, 100 William street, New York. 
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FREEMAN AIMED TO MAKE CAMPHOR. 





Parke, Davis & Co. Bring Criminal Action Against Him fo: 
Misappropriating Funds. 

Walter K. Freeman, who styles himself an engineering 
chemist, and who was arrested recently on the charge preferred 
by Parke, Davis & Co. of misappropriating $2,250 of that firm’s 
money, was up for examination before City Magistrate Mat- 
thew P. Breen on Friday, August 3. The case was on the 
calendar as “the People, ete., on complaint of Herbert Turrel 
vs. Walter K. Freeman.” Assistant District Attorney Murphy 
appeared for the people, while Freeman’s interests were looked 
after by George E. Joseph. The charge of larceny on which 
Freeman was examined is the outgrowth of the civil suit now 
in progress against him to recover funds which Parke, Davis & 
Co. allege they advanced to him to carry on experiments for the 
manufacture of synthetic camphor. 

The circumstances under which the $2,250 was obtained by 
Freeman and which led to his arrest in the latter part of July 
are told by Carl E. Whitney, of McKeen, Brewster & Morgan, 
counsel for Parke, Davis & Co., as follows: 

“On November 30, 1904, Freeman presented a voucher show- 
ing that he had purchased platinum to the amount of $2,250 
from Baker & Co., of Newark. As Freeman had stated when he 
first signed the contract with the company that platinum would 
be required in his experiments, the money was paid withopt 
question. It was not until late last spring that I happened to 
call up Baker & Co., and on asking them whether they had 
ever sold any goods to Freeman they looked the matter up 
and replied that although on the date mentioned he had been 
to their New York office and obtained quotations he had never 
bought any goods of them. Proceedings were then begun to 
secure his arrest and after many difficulties this was accom- 
plished.” 

While in his cell at police headquarters, Freeman, in an 
effort it is said to kill himself, took a dose of morphine. What- 
ever his purpose, he was at once hurried to the hospital and 
by heroic measures the effects of the drug were overcome. He 
is still reported in rather bad shape, but was able to be present 
at the examination on August 3. 

At that hearing Mr. Turrel, who is connected with the local 
branch of Parke, Davis & Co., and who appeared as a witness 
for that firm, testified that he saw Freeman on or about 
November 10, 1904, in Detroit and also later at the local offices. 
Freeman, he said,-wanted a large payment from Parke, Davis & 
Co. because he had paid laborers, and purchased merchandise 
and wanted to be reimbursed. He invited Mr. Turrel to go to 
the Rutherford, N. J., laboratory and see the vouchers, which 
Mr. Turrel did. Freeman exhibited a memorandum: “No- 
vember 23d paid on account of materials Baker & Co., $2,250.” 
This memorandum was offered in evidence. Freeman, con- 
tinued Mr. Turrel, said that the “ materials ” were platinum and 
he showed a billhead of Baker & Co. containing the item, ad- 
ding that he had to use the platinum in connection with his ap- 
paratus; he had bought it and wanted the money back. 

“T returned to New York,” continued Mr. Turrel, “ and made 
out a check drawn to the order of C. U. Bruun, our assistant 
eashier. The cashier was away. I didn’t draw the check to 
Freeman direct because my firm seemed to look upon me as 
Freeman’s keeper in the past. Our house is a Detroit corpora- 
tion and hence some of the first payments were made to my 
order; then I in turn handed them over to Freeman. The 
check was drawn to the order of the assistant cashier because, 
owing to the cashier’s absence, a number of checks had been 
prepared in advance for payment of emergency matters. As- 
sistant Cashier Bruun indorsed it over to me and awaited my 
report as to what it was expended for. I passed the check over 
to Freeman at the Astor House. He didn’t want a check for 
the full amount—wanted it divided up, part cash and part 
checks. He indorsed the check to me and I went with him to 
my personal bank and there arranged for the cash and checks 
as he desired.” 





PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


At this point in the examination, Mr. Joseph, the defend- 
ant’s counsel, offered in evidence the contract between Free- 
man and Parke, Davis & Co. This contract is dated November 
10, 1904. In it Freeman is described as an “ engineering chem- 
ist, of Rutherford, N. J.” The contract then states among other 
things that Freeman believed he had made new and useful dis- 
coveries in chemistry, especially relating to terpenes proper and 
a process of winning from American commercial turpentine 
a product substantially camphor, which complied with the U. 
S. P. standard; also other discoveries in processes for utilizing 
by-products of the terpene group; also various chemi- 
cal processes for treating and _ purifying’ celluloid, 
refining and purifying cottonseed oil, and for _ blend- 
ing and harvesting essential oils from their respective bases. 
Parke, Davis & Co., according to this contract, agreed to pay 
the cost of the apparatus and supplies necessary to demon- 
strate that a product substantially camphor as above specified 
ean be commercially derived from American turpentine, 
“which cost it is hereby agreed shall not exceed $15,000, the 
apparatus to be capable of producing about 400 pounds of the 
product daily.” All the apparatus, etc., it was stipulated, was 
to belong jointly to the parties to the contract, an undivided 
three-fourths to Parke, Davis & Co., and the other undivided 
fourth to Freeman. If the apparatus did not prove prac- 
ticable and satisfactory Parke, Davis & Co. had the privilege 
of selling it. Freeman was to have full control, hire all help 
and purchase all supplies. 

A witness for Baker & Co. testified that nothing whatever 
had been sold by that company to Freeman in November, 1904. 

That ended the testimony. 

Mr. Joseph then moved to dismiss the cemplaint on the 
ground that it affirmatively appeared that the defendant and 
Parke, Davis & Co., through Mr. Turrel, were copartners in 
the demonstration of the process which was to result in the 
manufacture of camphor; that that partnership was proved 
by the terms of the written agreement whereby they were to 
be jointly interested in moneys contributed by Parke, Davis & 
Co. Freeman, he contended, therefore had an interest in any 
money received from the firm under this contract, which in- 
terest, he argued, precluded the possibility of his being guilty 
of larceny by misappropriation. The written contract, he said, 
provided that the relations should not be those of principal 
and agent, or master and servant, and that the only other re- 
lationship recognized by law is that of partnership, which 
the complainants themselves recognized by an action brought 
in the United States Circuit Court in New Jersey for an ac- 
counting against Freeman. He also argued that under the 
terms of the contract Freeman was entitled to receive $15,000 
within the time specified, namely one year; that time had 
not expired, neither had he received money in excess of that 
figure. , 

Magistrate Breen reserved decision and called for briefs. 
These were filed last week and an early decision is expected. 

At the local offices of Parke, Davis & Co. a representative 
of the AMERICAN DruGGIST was told that Freeman had never 
been on the company’s payroll. He was described as a man 
possessing a good knowledge, apparently, of chemistry, bright, 
intelligent and shrewd, with a faculty of presenting his plans 
in a way that carried conviction as to their merits. He was 
recommended to Parke, Davis & Co. by different houses of 
good standing in the trade, all of whom spoke well of him. 
Just what his secret processes and discoveries are, if he has 
any, were never divulged. Parke, Davis & Co. apparently were 
content to look to results rather than to the processes them- 
selves by which those results were to be attained, and Free- 
man was given carte blanche in the matter of spending funds 
contributed by the firm. He exhibited samples which he 
claimed to have produced by his secret process, but the great 
trouble was he failed to deliver the goods. 

It is understood that Parke, Davis & Co. is not the only 
house that had had experience with Freeman, and it is for the 
purpose of protecting the drug trade generally against his op- 
erations, rather than to recover the funds advanced, that 
Parke, Davis & Co. have instituted proceedings against him. 
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DRUGGISTS IMPATIENT OVER TELEPHONE COMPANY’S 
DELAY. 


Fails to Keep Promise to Install Slot ’Phones. 


Druggists in Manhattan are getting very restless over the 
delay on the part of the New York Telephone Company in 
installing slot telephones in drug stores in accordance with the 
company’s promise made some time ago. The conference at 
which that agreement was reached took place fully two months 
ago, and druggists are still waiting. They will probably wait 
just about one month longer and if by that time there are no 
evidences of the company keeping its part of the bargain, the 
druggists will take steps to learn the reason why. The fact 
is fully appreciated that the change to the slot telephone sys- 
tem means considerable extra work and expense for the tele- 
phone company, but druggists say there is reason in all things 
and that by this time there should be something tangible in 
evidence of the company’s intentions. It is understood that 
both the Harlem and Morningside telephone exchanges, or 
centrals, are equipped for the slot telephone machines, and 
druggists therefore can’t understand why the slot ‘phones 
haven’t been put in their stores, or in some of them at least. 

Brooklyn druggists are not much better off than their fel- 
low pharmacists in Manhattan, so far as being satisfied with 
the situation is concerned. Pharmacists in that Borough, at 
least many of them, have a three-coin slot machine, but they 
only receive a 10 per cent. commission, whereas the Manhattan 
agreement (if it is put into effect) allows 20 per cent. com- 
mission. Brooklyn druggists fail to see why they should be 
discriminated against in the way of a lower commission. Not 
long ago druggists in that Borough who are now known as 
“pay station agents” whenever a slot telephone is installed 
were surprised to receive a notice that they would thereafter 
be subject to a daily guarantee of receipts as follows: Within 
the Brooklyn exchange district, 20 cents per day on direct lines 
and 16 cents on party lines; outside of that district, 18 cents 
on direct lines and 14 cents on party wires. This includes 10 
per cent. commission “on all good receipts. Sundays and holi- 
days are included in counting the days between collections.” 

It is more than likely that the telephone situation in Brook- 
lyn will be taken up by the Kings County Pharmaceutical So- 
ciety at its first meeting in the fall with a view to securing a 
more satisfactory arrangement. 


PHYSICIANS’ METHODS ON EAST SIDE. 
Improved Conditions Since Exposure by the “American Druggist.” 


The situation in the East Side drug trade, with respect to 
the practice of physicians prescribing nostrums and prepara- 
tions made by companies in which they themselves are inter- 
ested, has materially improved within the past fortnight, ac- 
cording to those who have been following the matter up. The 
great extent to which this practice had grown, and the steps 
taken to check or eliminate it, were fully set forth in the last 
issue of the AMERICAN DruGeIsT; the exposé of the methods of 
certain physicians in that section did much to curb the abuse. 
The committee of the New York Retail Druggists’ Association 
having the anti-nostrum evil in charge has been doing active 
work toward suppressing the practice. Members of the com- 
mittee have been and are still calling on physicians in that 
part of the city to persuade them to discontinue this practice, 
which tends to destroy the ethical relations between the medi- 
cal and pharmaceutical professions. This individual solicita- 
tion has already accomplished much good. The committee has 
prepared a circular letter, which is to be sent to all medical 
societies in this State and city. The circular gives the resolu- 
tions adopted by the N. Y. D. R. A., strongly deprecating the 
practice of physicians prescribing preparations which are made 
by concerns in which they are interested. The societies ad- 
dressed are requested to co-operate in suppressing the evil and 
to recommend to their members that they adhere to the stand- 
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ard preparations of the U. S. P. and the National Formulary. 
Attention is called to the fact that the Board of Pharmacy is 
very active in demanding that not only U. S. P., but National 
Formulary standards be strictly adhered to by pharmacists, so 
that physicians in prescribing such preparations at all times 
can depend absolutely upon their quality and strength. 


INTERNAL REVENUE OFFICIALS ABATE ACTIVITY. 
Not Interfering with Sales of Elixir Calisaya. 


There has been no new development in the past fortnight in 
the Internal Revenue Department’s crusade to compel druggists 
who make elixir of calisaya and dispense it at soda fountains 
to take out a rectifier’s license. Inquiry last week at the local 
office of the department elicited the information that “the de- 
partment is not now pushing the matter,” though no particular 
reason was offered for this relapse in activity. It was stated 
that several retailers had been informed that they were re- 
quired, under the ruling of the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, to take out such a license, in view of evidence obtained 
by special agents, and that the department was waiting to hear 
from these druggists. Just how long the revenue authorities 
will wait for a tangible acknowledgement of their “ R. S. V. P.” 
would be rather an unsafe prediction. 

Meanwhile the M. A. R. D. and the department of the East 
of the N. A. R. D. are preparing to have the whole matter 
placed squarely before Commissioner Yerkes in Washington, 
with a view to securing a definite and more explicit ruling on 
the subject, particularly as to the liability of retail druggists. 
Mr. Kalish, counsel for the M. A. R. D., will probably present 
the case to the Internal Revenue Commissioner in the near 
future. The attitude of those who are seeking this ruling is not 
one of opposition to the ruling already made; what they wish 
to know is what retail druggists can or cannot do in the matter 
of handling or dispensing elixir of calisaya and similar prepara- 
tions without incurring liability to the tax as rectifiers; in 
other words, they wish to know exactly where the line is to be 
drawn. 

The Internal Revenue Department up to late last week had 
made no ruling as to the liability of wholesale druggists who 
manufacture calisaya and other elixirs containing alcohol. 


Chemical Names in the Pharmacopoeia. 


In a paper presented by Leo Eliel, of South Bend, at the 
last annual meeting of the Indiana Pharmaceutical Association, 
an explanation was asked regarding the action of the Committee 
on Revision of U. S. Pharmacopeia in not using the trade 
names of certain patented preducts. The text of Mr. Eliel’s 
comment follows: 

CHEMICAL TERMS FOR THE NEWLY ADMITTED SYNTHETICS. 


Considering that with the expiration of patents on these 
products the names by which they were introduced became 
public property, there is much comment why these names were 
not used. It is time that those responsible for this action make 
explanation. The chemical names will not be used by the pro- 
fession. What explanation can be given for use of common 
name of phenyldimethylpyrozolon, which was also a patented 
product? Or of phenylis salicylas, which was in the same class? 


WHAT PROFESSOR REMINGTON SAYS. 


The editor of the AMERICAN Druaaisr took up this subject 
with the chairman of the Committee on Revision, Professor 
Remington, who replied as follows: 

“The Sub-committee on Nomenclature had entire charge of 
the names of official articles. This committee presented a re- 
port to the General Committee, and the latter voted upon each 
name, a majority of the votes deciding the question. No one 
had any influence either with the sub-committee or the General 
Committee, and, so far as I know, not a single member of either 
committee was approached on the subject. 

“You will observe that every official name is descriptive and 
derived from its correct chemical name. While this makes a 
longer name in most cases, it was the only course open to the 
committee, as a Pharmacope@ia has no right to use a name 
which is owned or copyrighted by an individual or a firm. In 
addition to this, the chemical name is public property, and 
inasmuch as physicians rarely or never use unabbreviated 
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chemical names in writing prescriptions, it has been found in 
practice since the Pharmacopeia has been issued that no 
trouble is being experienced. For illustration, take ‘ hexa- 
methylenamine.’ This can be written by a physician so as to 
be understood, as one word of three letters, ‘hex’; acetphe- 
netidin, ‘ acetphen.,’ and so on. 

“ Naturally, new names give inconvenience and cause criti- 
cism at first. I think I have given you a good reason for the 
course which the Pharmacopeia Committee adopted. Very truly 
yours, JOSEPH P. REMINGTON.” 


Alcohol in Proprietaries Under the New Pure Food and 
Drug Law. 


The subjoined correspondence is self-explanatory : 
New York, August 1, 1906. 


Harvey W. Wiley, Chief of the Division of Chemistry, 
United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
BD. 0.2 
DeaR Doctor Witry—There are certain features of the 
pure food and drug law which are difficult of interpretation 
by us, and we make bold to ask if you would kindly enlighten us 
on one or two which have especially impressed themselves on 
our attention. 

As you are well aware the majority of the proprietary 
medicines contain a certain amount of alcohol for the preser- 
vation of the product or in the extraction process. These 
amounts of alcohol vary according to the nature of the sub- 
stances used in the compounding of the preparation. 

The question is whether a manufacturer, be he a retail 
druggist putting up his own preparations, or a large producer. 
shall be obliged to designate on the label of the bottle the 
exact amount of alcohol used in the composition of his article. 
no matter how minute, and in what way the designation shall 
be made and whether any specific wording is required. 

Alcohol is, as you are aware, known pharmaceutically as 
rectified spirit of wine, ethyl alcohol, grain alcohol, etc., and 
commercially it is sold as molasses alcohol, potato spirit, etc. 
What is to be the acceptable official wording? 

Another question is if manufacturers shall be allowed to 
send retailers, having stocks of their preparation on hand after 
January 1, 1907, slips indicating the amount of alcohol con- 
tained in the preparation, said slips to be affixed to the outside 
wrapper of the carton—the law specifies the label of the con- 
tainer, and to put the slips on this would necessitate mutilating 
the package and rendering the article unsalable, thus entailing 
an enormous loss to the trade, to say nothing of the consequent 
annoyance and trouble. How is the department to rule in 
this particular instance, one of the most important instances 
affecting both retail and wholesale druggists? : 

If you would kindly send us information covering these 
points, not necessarily for publication, we should esteem it a 
special favor. THE EprirTor. 


Dr. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 


BuREAU OF CHEMISTRY, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF. August 2, 1906. 
To the Editor: 

Srmr—In reply to your letter of August 1, I beg to inform 
you that at the present time no authentic opinion can be ex- 
pressed as to the possible bearing of the Food and Drugs Act 
in any particular case. A board has been appointed to frame 
regulations, which will serve to interpret and apply the law 
and this board will set about the task immediately. The re- 
sults of their collaboration will be submitted to the Attorney- 
General for approval and then printed for the public guidance. 
Until that time no authentic advice can be given on the ques- 
tion you raise. Respectfully, 


(Signed. ) H. W. Winey, Chief. 





Tennessee Pharmaceutical Association. 


At the twenty-first annual meeting of the Tennessee Pharma- 
ceutical Association at Lookout Mountain last month these 
officers were elected: President, Dr. Dan Lanehan, Monteagle; 
first vice-president, W. D. Gates, Whiteville; second vice-presi- 
dent, J. E. Moran, Franklin; third vice-president, J. J. Ingalls, 
South Pittsburg; secretary, E. F. Trolinger, Nashville; treas- 
urer, J. A. Lloyd, Nashville. Among other things the associa- 
tion endorsed the D. C. S. N. plan. 
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Obituary. 





HERMANN T. FRITZSCHE, 

Hermann T. Fritzsche, senior member of the fir mof Schim- 
mel & Co., Miltitz, Germany, and Fritzsche Brothers, New 
York, died at Marienbad, Bohemia, July 24, of appendicitis, at 
the age of sixty-three. By his death one of the most prom‘nent 
figures in the essentia] oil industry is removed. The deceased 
was born November 15, 1848, in Leipzig, and obtained his 
early commercial and technical education in Wiesbaden and 
Bremen, completing it in France. In October, 1865, he joined 
his father in business. The elder Fritzsche had been engaged 
in the manufacture of essential oils and perfumery products in 
Leipzig.under the firm name of Schimmel & Co. since 1854. 
The New York branch dates from 1872. In 1879 a branch es- 
tablishment was opened in Prague, Austria, which was later 
merged with the Bodenbach house. 

To Mr. Fritzsche belonged the credit of initiating the 
newer scientific methods of distillation of essential oils and 
divorcing the industry from the empiric methods which for- 
merly prevailed. 

Owing to his tireless energy and great business capacity the 
business constantly expanded so that the buildings in Leipzig 














HERMANN T. FRITZSCHE. 


became inadequate to accommodate the increased demanés on 
the resources of the establishment, and in 1901 the firm re- 
moved to Miltitz to occupy a large factory and offices con- 
venient to the railroad. Dwelling houses were erected for the 
officers and the employees, which are models of their kind. and 
it was Mr. Fritzsche’s constant endeavor to better the condi- 
tion of his employees in every way. He was instrumentai. for 
example, in furthering the excellent provisions which under a 
state law now guard the German workers from want in sick- 
ness or old age, and he was honored by the King of Saxony by 
being made a Privy Councillor. 
B, J. DREIFOOS, 

The friends of B. J. Dreifoos, proprietor of the Murray 
drug store, at the Falls of Schuylkill, and the drug trade in 
general, were shocked to hear of his death after a brief illness 
a few days ago. Mr. Dreifoos had been operated upon for ap- 
pendicitis and was apparently recovering, when pneumonia de- 
veloped and he died in a few hours. He is survived by a widow 
and daughter. 
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Death of the Acting President of the French Codex Re- 
vision Committee. 
(From Our Paris Correspondent.) 

Paris, July 23, 1906.—Dr. Paul Brouarde!, who died here 
to-day, was, to the general Parisian public, the best known and 
most popular figure of the French medical world. To phar- 
macists he was especially familiar as the only, living or dead, 
Frenchman who has twice occupied the chair of Codex revi- 
sion committees. It is true that the first committee he pre- 
sided over was merely authorized to draw up a supplement to 
the Codex, but this appendix was rendered necessary by the 
incomplete and unsatisfactory nature of the work then and 
still official in France. On the committee which produced the 
edition now in the press, Dr. Brouardel was nominally but vice- 
president. But everyone understood that ,M. Liard’s post as 
president was a purely honorary office, and M. Liard himself, a 
high educational official, was far too intelligent to interfere in 
such purely technical matters. Dr. Brouardel was therefore 
allowed to preside at the meetings regularly and uninter- 
ruptedly, and the best proof that he was “ the right man in the 
right place” was that when his fellow vice-president, M. Gus- 
tave Planchon, director of the Paris Superior School of Phar- 
macy, died in 1900, it was considered unnecessary to appoint a 





DR. PAUL BROUARDEL. 


successor. Under such circumstances, a certain feeling against 
the exclusively medical character of the chair might not un- 
naturally have been felt by the numerous and important repre- 
sentatives of pharmacy who do the real work of Codex com- 
pilation. But the impression I have gathered from conversa- 
tion with those who sat on the committee—not only professors, 
but retail pharmacists—was only that of sincere respect and 
admiration for their good-humored and tactful president. ‘“ He 
keeps us to the point gently but firmly, without fear, favor, or 
affection” was the general verdict. The result of the com- 
mittee’s work will’ be before the public next year and will, I 
venture to predict, add one more stone to the pedestal on which 
the late doctor stood in the minds of his fellow-citizens. 

As dean of the Paris Faculty of Medicine, chairman of the 
Consultative Committee of Public Hygiene, president of the 
General Association of French Doetors, professor of Medical 
Jurisprudence, grand officer of the Legion of Honor, member 
of the Academy of Sciences, ex-president of the Academy of 
Medicine, Dr. Brouardel had received practically all the hon- 
ors and positions that medical skill and general popularity 
can bestow on a Frenchman. He introduced the practice of 
executing legal postmortems in the presence of students, and 
he was an important witness in most celebrated murder 
cases; while his exertions on behalf of national and interna- 
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tional hygienic progress will be familiar to all. The press, he 
fully understood, is the best modern means of propaganda, and 
reporters hurried to interview him when epidemics threatened 
or new questions were raised, sure of a column of the most 
useful and instructive “ copy,” for Dr. Brouardel had a happy 
knack of putting medical facts in a manner comprehensible to 
the average reader. He was born in the busy Northern manu- 
facturing town of St. Quentin and would shortly have com- 
pleted “ three score and ten” years of an active, useful life. 


DIED. 

Dretross.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Saturday, July 21, Dr. 
Benjamin Dreifoss, aged thirty-four years. 

F'aRRAR.—In Dawson, Ga., on Monday, July 23, C. E. Farrar. 

FRITZSCHE.—In Marienbad, Bohemia, on Tuesday, July 24, 
Hermann T. Fritzsche, aged sixty-three years. 

Hopson.—In Buffalo, N. Y., on Sunday, June 17, James W. 
Hodson, aged seventy-four years. 

HoLianp.—In Westfield, Mass., on Tuesday, July 17, Henry 
Holland, aged seventy-nine years. 

KELLER.—In Baltimore, Md., on Wednesday, June 27, Dr. 
William L. Keller, aged sixty years. ‘ 

hine.—In Fayetteville, N. C., on Monday, July 16, R. B. 
King, aged thirty-three years. 

McKever.—In Clarksburg, W. Va., on Wednesday, July 4, 
William J. McKever. 

PatcHIN.—In Chicago, Ill., on Saturday, June 30, Lyman 
Patchin. 


~ 


REYNOLDS.—In Greenville, S. C., on Friday, July 27, S. M. 
Reynolds. 





RINTELLS.—In Providence, R. I., on Thursday, July 19, 
David Wallace Rintells, aged thirty-six years. 

SHEPPERSON.—In Newport News, Va., on Wednesday, July 
25, George B. Shepperson. 

SuTLiFF.—In Nanticoke, Pa., on Monday, July 2, 8. W. Sut- 
liff, aged fifty-six years. 

Titus.—In Cambridge, Mass., on Thursday, July 19, Walter 
Lb. Titus, aged thirty-two years. 


Maine Druggists Want to Sell Alcoholic Liquors. 

An agitation has been begun by the druggists of Maine, 
through the medium of the Legislative Committee of the Maine 
Pharmaceutical Association, to rouse public sentiment in favor 
of a bill to be presented to the next Legislature whereby drug- 
gists may be allowed, under proper restrictions, to sell alcohol 
and liquors, and in furtherance of this movement a letter has 
been sent out to the druggists of Maine by M. L. Porter, of 
Danforth, secretary of the committee, which reads iu part as 
foliows: 

“At a joint meeting of the Executive and Legislative Com- 
mittee, held July 18, 1906, it was voted that some action should 
be taken by the druggists of the State to obtain proper legisla- 
tion allowing them to dispense alcoholic liguors for medicinal 
purposes, thus taking them out of the criminal class, as the 
present law places them in case of dispensing liquors even in 
the most needed cases. We think it time to assert ourselves, 
and ask the citizens of the State of Maine to grant us the legal 
right to handle, under proper restrictions, alcoholic liquors, the 
same as drugs and poisons. 

“We do not ask to sell liquors indiscriminately, but to have 
the right to dispense where it is necessary. We feel that the 
Legislature, which convenes in January, 1907, will listen to an 
appeal from us and grant us a law which will give us the privi- 
lege of conducting a legitimate business in a legitimate manner.” 

lowa Loyal to N.A.R. D. 

At the recent annual meeting of the Iowa Pharmaceutical 
Association the following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, Wm. F. Maher, of Fort Dodge; first vice-presi- 
dent, O. H. Brown, of Council Bluffs; second vice-president, 
Richard Gerlach, of Carroll; third vice-president, H. C. Hub- 
bard, of Humboldt; secretary, J. M. Lindley. of Winfield; treas- 
urer, J. B. Webb, of De Witt. Resolutions expressing loyalty 
to the N. A. R. D. and indorsing the Mann bill were adopted. 





WESTERN NEW YORK. 


A Great Soda Water Rush—General Trade Tranquil—Rival Base- 
ball Teams of Druggists and Doctors—Scarcity of Apprentices. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Buffalo, August 8.—The Buffalo drug trade is still rather 
dull, and it would be called very slow but for the soda water 
rush, which is greater than it has been for a long time. The 
city is having an old-fashioned hot summer, and is finding that 
the public is willing to pay 10 cents for a strictly good glass of 
soda water. One downtown store, surrounded by department 
stores and other establishments selling oceans of 5-cent sodas, 
as cheap as the price, has lately gone up to 10 cents. and it is 
declared that the demand has increased. It is, at the same 
time, true that the weather has increased in its demand for cool- 
ing drinks, so that it may not all be on account of the plans and 
attractions of the store that it succeeded. 

At the same time it is oftener possible to create one’s own 
market and command one’s own prices than is generally be- 
lieved, so it turns out that the merchant acts on the belief that 
the public cannot be managed and lets his store go at loose ends. 
Buffalo soda water is dispensed in better form than it used 
to be, but there is a big difference between the top and the 
bottom for all that. 

There is all of the former tranquility in the Buffalo retail drug 
trade and it is to be hoped that the people who used to make 
the trouble have discovered that it hurts them as well as their 
competitors to sell goods at cost or less. They are no doubt 
aware that there will always be a great many retail drug stores 
in a city, if only because the business is neat and attractive. 

THE BUFFALO COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 

is preparing to add here and there to its line of instruction this 
year, putting principal stress on the new course in chemistry, 
but there will not be any very radical changes in the plan of 
instruction. This year will, however, be made a stepping stone 
to a sweeping change in the course in 1907, when it is said 
that the instruction provided will be quite sufficient to warrant 
an increase of tuition, which will be one of the features of the 
change of front in the college course. The step is quite war- 
ranted by the requirement of an entrance qualification. 

Dean Gregory and Professor Gray, of the Buffalo College 
of Pharmacy, are preparing to attend the meeting of pharmacy 
college faculties that will take place at the meeting of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association in Indianapolis next 
month. 

THE POPULARITY OF BASEBALL. 


The division of the Buffalo professional men—druggists, 
lawyers, doctors and dentists—into baseball aggregations and 
the putting up of match games against each other has proved 
more popular than was expected. The lawyers were in pretty 
good form and had no doubt that they would come to the top 
easily, so it was a great disappointment to be beaten by the 
druggists on August 4, and thus lose their chance for first 
place in the “league.” The contest is not over yet, and the 
druggists will need to do their best to hold their lead. They 
win as much by their good nature as anything else. When 
the nine is made up for a match they spend an hour practicing, 
and there is no kicking when the captain selects the men he 
thinks will play best, while the lawyers all want to play, and 
push instead of ability has too much to do with the make-up. 
There will be public games on the league grounds as soon as the 
league nine is away, and the druggists will make dates with 
country nines also, for they believe in the exercise. 

AFTERMATH OF THE STATE MEETING. 

There was a very pleasant river party made up the other 
day between the druggists of Niagara Falls and the State 
Association Committee of Buffalo. The fund raised at the 
Falls for entertaining the State Association held out so well 
that there was enough to pay for a picnic, so Messrs. J. A. 
Lockie, George Reimann, J. D. Bellaire, H. A. Scheck and T. W. 
Tyson, of the committee, went down and helped dispose of the 
surplus, their wives also going as far as possible. The party 
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journeyed as far as Lake Ontario, stopping at Lewiston and 
Youngstown, the programme consisting of a dinner, a parlor 
entertainment and dancing, as well as boating by way of out- 
door enjoyment. 

The Buffalo druggists are now planning to hold a regular 
day off soon, and will probably go to Olcott Beach, where they 
will possibly be joined by members of the same calling from 
other towns. As one of the Buffalo druggists put it lately, “A 
few of us are trying to show that life is worth living, even if 
business is dull.” 

MAY BE INTERESTING. 

The Buffalo Retail Druggists’ Association- will choose new 
officers in a few days, and for certain reasons the annual meet- 
ing is expected to be interesting. A new price schedule will be 
ready for adoption, though there will hardly be any difficulty 
with that, for the plan is now to let the downtown stores make 
the prices, so that there will be no differences over them. Quite 
an advance is expected here and there on the list. 

A SCARCITY OF APPRENTICES. 

There is much complaint among the Buffalo druggists of the 
shortage of help. The factory law cuts off boys who are under 
16 or have not been to school through the winter, and it is 
claimed that the prerequisite law has made a big difference 
with youths who are over 16, for those who have no money can 





GEO. B. McLEOD, 
Formerly of the Empire State Drug Company, Now New York State 
Representative of the American Druggists’ Syndicate. 


hardly hope to go through the college and become druggists, 
so they see no permanent business at the end of an apprentice- 
ship of soda water dispensing. On the other hand, it is said 
that if they have money they object to being tied up to the soda 
water counter. It is predicted that the supply of clerks will 
grow shorter right along in future. 

The Buffalo druggist is smilingly approving of the new 
ordinance forbidding the sale of any but a weak solution of car- 
bolic acid without a prescription, and is very good natured 
when the doctor loses his temper when he is pulled up for for- 
getting the prescription. The customer needs to have the 
ordinance explained pretty often, too, but the druggist approves 
of the restriction, especially as he has already noticed that the 
suicides are now going off by some other route. 

WITH THE TRAVELING MEN. 

W. D. Brenn, lately with the Tyler & Finch Company, of 
New York, but now traveling for P. E. Anderson & Co., sold 
a good quantity of drugs, gums and vanilla beans for his new 
house during the first week of August among the Buffalo drug- 
gists. 

Leerburger Bros. again send to this drug center their best 
man, Henry Leerburger, who spent some of the hot days of 
late July on his round through the city and drove his usual 
good trade. 
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Our Representative Making His “ Talk.” 


A New West Virginia Pharmacy. 

Our traveling representative is seen in the accompanying 
engraving in the act of convincing W. R. Crane, the proprietor 
of a newly opened pharmacy in Fairmount, W. Va., of the ne- 
cessity of subscribing for the AMERICAN Druacist. Mr. Crane’s 
pharmacy is situated at the junction of two of the principal 
streets in Fairmount, and is one of the finest examples of drug 
store architecture in the State of West Virginia. The pictures 
show the two sides of the store, which is handsomely furnished 
with mahogany fixtures and plate glass display cases with 





Interior of W. R. Crane’s Pharmacy, Fairmount, W. Va. 


bases of mottled blue marble. The ceiling is of metal tinted in 
shades of coloring to harmonize with the furnishings. The 
prescription department in the rear is equipped with all the 
modern appliances for facilitating prescription work, includ- 
ing an apparatus for sterilizing prescription bottles. A large 
illuminated jeweled mortar is displayed outside to attract at- 
tention. Mr. Crane is an advocate of judicious advertising, 
and he has several unique ideas in that regard which he ex- 
pects to make use of. As noted above, T. F. McFadden, South- 
ern representative of the A..ERICAN Drucaist, happened in at 
the time the photographer was getting busy, with the result 
shown. 


Work Begins on Squibb Plant in New Jersey. 
Preliminary work has been begun on the large plant which 
E. R. Squibb & Son are to build at New Brunswick, N. J. It 
is purposed to erect five buildings on the site, the two largest 
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to be 60 x 450 feet each, which will be used as general store- 
houses. The several manufacturing buildings will be 60 x 200 
feet, while a fourth building will be 50 x 60 feet, and will be 
used for the preparation of ether and chloroform. The fifth 
building will be 40 x 60 feet and will be devoted to explosive 
chemicals. The buildings will be one-story structures and will 
cost from $5,000 to $10,000 each. 


Greater New York News. 


Secretary W. C. Moore, of the R. Hillier’s Son Company, 
has been sojourning at Stamford, N. Y. 

Charles M. Mersereau, of Schieffelin & Co., has gone to 
Bermuda. 

Col. J. W. George, of Schieffelin & Co., is spending his vaca- 
tion at Block Island. 

G. S. Mackay, Western representative of Parke, Davis & 
Co., who spent his honeymoon in this city recently, has re- 
turned to the West. 

P. C. Magnus, of Magnus & Lauer, is taking a few days’ 
vacation at a time at Haines Falls in the Catskills, where his 
family is spending the summer. 

Vice-President Mersereau, of Schieffelin & Co., returned re- 
cently from the Adirondacks and immediately left for Glou- 
cester, Mass., where he spent the remainder of his vacation. 

Suit has been begun by F. M. Prindle against the Phar- 
macists’ Manufacturing Company of this city for $700 for 
goods sold and delivered. Justice McLean, of the Supreme 
Court, has appointed Milton Hart receiver of the company. 

Charles R. Farrar, of Charles Meyer, manufacturers of 
grease paints, toilet specialties, etc., returned recently from a 
European tour on behalf of his firm, whose sphere of trade is 
constantly widening. Mr. Farrar says that in the London 
stores he saw more American lines than he has ever seen before 
nnd that on every hand there was ample evidence of the grow- 
ing popularity of American toilet specialties. 

Among the recent visitors to the New York drug market were 
Otto P. Meyer, vice-president of the Meyer Brothers’ Drug Com- 
pany, of St. Louis; E. Mallimkrodt, of St. Louis; M. Doster, of 
the Doster & Arlington Drug Company, Birmingham, Ala.; C. 
W. Snow, of C. W. Snow & Co., Syracuse; N. C. Polson, of N. C. 
Polson & Co., Kingston, Ont.; C. D. Webb, Lehn & Fink’s repre- 
sentative in Michigan, Indiana and Kentucky; C. F. Kelly and 
Joseph Litster, Parke, Davis & Co.’s representatives in Roches- 
ter, and A. F. Erich, of the firm’s Kansas City branch, and 
W. C. Apmeyer, of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The alertness of certain Boston business folks is remark- 
able when observed from the New York point of view. This 
was shown a few days ago by William S. Stone, advertising 
manager of the American Soda Fountain Company, Boston, who 
made a call at the AMERICAN Drucaist effice about the hour 
of sunrise. Mr. Stone’s stay was unfortunately but a short 
one, owing to the condition of the weather, which was hot and 
humid. He reports a great increase of business in soda foun- 
tains all along the line, much of the credit for which is un- 
doubtedly due to his alertness as an advertiser. 

An involuntary petition in bankruptcy was filed recently 
against the Osborn-Colwell Company, pharmaceutical chemists, 
at No. 46 Cliff street this city. The assets are estimated at 
$20,000 and liabilities $85,000. Judge Hough appointed Charles 
C. Burlingham receiver with a bond of $5,000. Among the 
principal creditors are the F. S. DeRonde Company, $459, and 
Kiernan & Hughes, $229. The company was incorporated in 
New York in 1901 and reincorporated in South Dakota in the 
following year. Richard VY. Barney was president and G. 
Osborn, treasurer. Mr. Barney was also president of the 
American Mutual Life Insurance Company; the failure of that 
concern is given as the cause of the Osborn-Colwell Company's 
financial troubles. On the day before the bankruptcy petition 
was filed, the company made an assignment to J. R. Chinnery 
without preference. 
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Sixth Class Licenses Again in Vogue—Bay State Blue Laws—An 
Attempt to Suppress the Sale of Sundries on Sunday—Case 
Against a Druggist Fails—The Use of Preservatives in Soda 
Syrups. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, August 8.—A surprise came from Cambridge the 
other day in the announcement of the action of the Aldermanic 
Board by which they practically voted, after a three months’ 
trial, the new law a failure compelling druggists to confine 
their liquor business to the provisions of the act passed by the 
last Legislature permitting sales only on a physician’s prescrip- 
tion. At the same time they reverted to the old system of 
sixth class licenses, which they granted to all of the druggists 
in that city. 

Previous to granting the licenses the following new regula- 
tion governing holders of licenses was adopted by the board: 

Every person to whom a sixth class liquor license is granted shall re- 
ceive it on the following condition: That they shall keep a book 
showing the kind, quality and date of receipt of all intoxicating 
liquor kept by them for sale, with the name of the person from whom 
such liquor was purchased, the name of the person who delivered it 
and the name of the carrier by whom he was employed; and that all 
books, bills, orders and receipts showing the purchase or delivery of 
such liquors shall be produced on request of any officer or person 
authorized to examine their books of sales of liquor. All applications 
for such licenses shall contain an assent by the applicant to the above 
conditions, and any failure to perform the conditions or either of 
them shall be taken by the Board of Aldermen as prima facie evidence 
of violation of the conditions of the license and shall justify the 
revocation thereof. 

Following this the mayor caused a few anxious moments by 
asking the city solicitor if the board had a right to issue these 
licenses with the conditions that the druggists shall keep a 
record of all purchases of liquor, bills for the same and by 
whom the liquors are delivered to them, for the inspection of 
the police and the committee. ~ 

The matter was finally settled by the opinion of the city 
solicitor that the Aldermen were within their rights, provided 
the druggists were willing to accept the regulations. 

BAY STATE “ BLUE LAWS” 
bad a decided set-back recently in the Municipal Court. The 
police of the Back Bay district decided to attempt to curtail 
the Sunday business of druggists in that section. They accord- 
ingly made a purchase of a tooth brush at the Walker-Rintel 
Company’s store, Boylston street, and entered a complaint 
against the clerk, Alphonse D. Linton, who made the sale. 
When the case was called for trial counsel for the defense 
moved to dismiss the complaint, claiming that while a tooth 
brush was not technically to be classed as a drug, it was a 
necessary incidental thereto. He asserted that it was as neces- 
sary to apply tooth powder by means of a brush as to use a 
brush with tincture of iodine. He classed the tooth brush with 
bandages and hot water bags, the sale of which is allowed on 
Sunday. The judge asked counsel if he cared to take the issue 
to the Supreme Court, and the lawyer replied that he did not 
think his client should be burdened with the expense, and that 
he felt the complaint should be dismissed. The judge then 
stated that he did not think much of the case, as it appeared to 
be a trifling affair. He then ordered the complaint to be filed. 
CASE AGAINST A DRUGGIST FAILS. 

Joseph Civiletti, clerk for P. E. J. Lacroix, 302 Watertown 
street, Nonantum, was recently in the Newton police court 
charged with an assault upon one of Lacroix’s women customers. 
The alleged assault took place while the woman was in the 
At the trial the government failed to 
Civiletti is a 


store as a purchaser. 
prove its case, and Civiletti was discharged. 
student of the M. C. P. 

THE USE OF PRESERVATIVES IN SODA SYRUPS. 


The State Board of Health is looking into the question of 
preserved soda fountain syrups, and undoubtedly some action 
will be taken. In a recent interview connected with this agita- 
tion A. Boyden, corner of Myrtle and Joy streets, asserted that 
he had to use saiicylic acid to prevent fermentation, claiming 
that it was much safer than syrup. Mr. Tracy, of the Ameri- 
can Soda Fountain Company, also said: “1 do not believe that 
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any boric acid is ever used in syrups; in fact, I do not see how 
it could do any good. Salt is the best preservative known, and 
sugar is the next.” 

George H. Malley, of Forest Hills, was recently fined $25 
for the sale of adulterated tincture of iodine. 


Annual Outing of the Boston Druggists’ Association. 

Boston, July 25.—The second annual outing of the B. A. 
R. D. took place at Bass Point yesterday. The attendance was 
between 300 and 400, despite the inclement weather. For- 
tunately there was no rain to interfere with the sports. <A 
business meeting was held in the morning, at which ten new 
members joined the association. Resolutions relating to the 
reception of new business were adopted. The balance of the 
day was devoted to pleasure. 

A baseball game was the feature of the day. The umpire 


“was Col. John W. Lowe, who was not deterred from serving 


by the black eye which fell to his lot while acting in like 
capacity last year. In fact, the experience which he gained last 
year added special zest to this event. The score was as follows: 
P. J. McCormick nine, 14; John J. Tobin nine, 11. On Mr. 
McCormick’s team were G. A. Miller, S. A. Saywell, L. W. 
Griffin, J. S. Holland, A. H. Tripp, C. A. Charles, Edward 
Rogers and E. L. Sawyer. Mr. Tobin’s players included Daniel 
Gineer, Joseph Donavan, James McIntire, J. J. S. Woodrow, 
J. S. Burroughs, I. Nute, F. F. Ernst and D. Murphy. 

A tug of war between a team of married men and one of 
bachelors was easily won by the married men. The potato 
race was won by A. E. Kidder, of Cambridge; the 100-yard dash 
by L. Burroughs; 50-yard dash by Arthur Bean, of Somerville; 
a game of quoits by Henry E. Canning; ball in the bag by 
Miss Naughton and the whist contest by Mrs. Charles Davis, 
of Dorchester. 

The prizes for all the events were handsome affairs in 
silver, the loving cup for the baseball victors being a particu- 
larly fine thing. 

The children had an enjoyable time in running races of 
their own. 


Programme for the Michigan Meeting. 

The advance outline of the programme for the annual meet- 
ing of the Michigan State Pharmaceutical Association to be held 
at Jackson, Mich., August 14 and 15, 1906, is as follows: 

Address of Welcome, Mayor W. W. Todd, Jackson; Presi- 
dent’s Address, Dr. J. O. Schlotterbeck, Ann Arbor; Emergency 
Treatment by Pharmacists, Frederick R. Waldron, M.D., Ann 
Arbor; What are Physicians Prescribing? W. A. Hall, Detroit; 
Poisonous Members of the Rhus Family, Prof. A. B. Stevens, 
Ann Arbor; The Adulteration of Drugs in Alabama, Prof. W. 
H. Blome, Auburn, Ala. 

Symposium: (Advertising)—(a) For a City Store, W. H. 
surke, Detroit; (0) For a Neighborhood Store, Minor E. Keyes, 
Detroit; (c) In a Smaller City, C. H. Frantz, Bay City; (d) 
In a Village, Owen Raymo, Wayne. (Showing Goods)—(a) 
Outside, H. B. Hoffman, Jackson; (b) Inside, J. L. Wallace, 
Kalamazoo. The Kansas View of Drug Adulteration, Prof. L. 
Ek. Sayre, Dougiass, Kan.; Pharmacopeial Criticisms, Prof. 
A. B. Stevens, Ann Arbor; Some Business Arithmetic, A. H. 
Webber, Cadillac. 

Reports of important committees, such as Committee on 
Legislation, outlining changes needed in the new pharmacy 
law, Committee on Prescott Scholarship, and others. 


Washington Pharmaceutical Association. 

At the annual convention of the Washington State Pharma- 
ceutical Association, which was held at Steilacoom recently, L. 
L. Tallman, of Walla Walla, was elected president. The other 
officers selected are: W. P. Booney, Tacoma, secretary; P. R. 
Stahl, Centralia, treasurer. The Executive Committee consists 
of L. L. Tallman, Walla Walla; W. P. Bonney, Tacoma; P. R. 
Stahl, Centralia; C. J. Carr, Seattle; P. Jensen, Tacoma; W. G. 
Sheppard, Everett; A. W. Preston, Ballard; T. W. Louh, Seat- 
tle; I. Korn, Tacoma; C. V. Dunbar, Shelton; L, L. Le Crone, 
Tacoma, and J. W. McArthur, Tacoma. 
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More Stringent Requirements Affect Size of College Classes— 
Mahlon N. Kline Spoken of as a Possible Candidate for 
Mayor of Philadelphia—Getting Ready for the Atlanta Meeting. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, August 7.—Despite the fact that the term does 
not open until September 27, the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy is making active preparations for the beginning of its 
eighty-fifth annual term. The enrollment of students has be- 
gun, but the first year class is hardly expected to be as large 
as some of those of recent years, owing to the more stringent 
requirements for enrollment. 

The laws of Pennsylvania and New York require that candi- 
dates for examination before the Board of Pharmacy must 
have a diploma trom some recognized school of pharmacy, and 
in consequence the college now requires as a prerequisite to en- 
rollment a higher standard of education in would-be students 
than has been the case in the past. 

To be admitted without examination applicants must pre- 
sent to the dean the diploma of the literary or scientific de- 
partment of a university, college or high school having a course 
of not less than three years, or from an academy having an 
approved high school standing; a teacher’s permanent certificate 
from a State Department of Education, the certificate of a legal- 
ly authorized State Examining Board covering the required sub- 
jects, or a certificate showing one year’s completed work in an 
approved high school or its equivalent, officially signed and 
sealed by the principal or other authorized officer of the school. 

Practical experience in the drug business is of great ad- 
vantage to a student, as the law requires that applicants for a 
registered pharmacist’s certificate must have had at least four 
years’ experience in the drug business. 

Applicants who cannot present some one of the evidences 
mentioned in the foregoing paragraphs must pass an entrance 
examination conducted by the Pennsylvania State Department 
of Education. 

Among the applicants for registry are several young women 
—more than has been the case heretofore. 

There has been no change in the faculty or the curriculum, 
which is regarded as a guarantee that the high standard set by 
the college in the past will be maintained in the future. 


THE NEW DEAN OF THE MEDICO-CHI PHARMACY DEPARTMENT. 


Dr. I. V. S. Stanislaus, the newly appointed head of the 
“Chi” College, is an Indiana man. Having completed his ele- 
mentary education in the public schools of South Bend, Ind., he 
entered the People’s College, and after graduating he served his 
apprenticeship with Otto C. Bastian, a prominent pharmacist 
of that city. 

In 1892 he entered the Illinois State University and received 
his chemistry degree in 1895, after which he pursued a course in 
chemistry in the Polytechnic Institute of Zurich, Switzerland, 
and received his B. Se. degree from the State Normal College. 
In September of 1897 he was called to fill the newly created 
chair of pharmacy and technological chemistry in the University 
of Notre Dame. 

In 1901 he came to New York City and assumed charge of 
the Osborn-Colwell laboratories, studying at the same time in 
the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, where he earned his degree 
of Doctor of Pharmacy. At this stage, the corporation of Hege- 
man & Co., of New York, offered him the position of laboratory 
chemist. His health, however, impaired by hard work and 
study, compelled him to relinquish that position, which, be- 
sides offering a very desirable field for experimentation and 
original work, lent itself to try out his acquisitions, energies 
and abilities. His work was highly creditable to him. After 
a little over two years of that connection, he resigned his posi- 
tion to “ put new shingles on his health” as he puts it. 

For the last two years he served as instructor in the phar- 
maceutical laboratory of the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy, 
and at the same time engaged as analytical chemist on his own 
account. 


nee 
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While thus engaged he was appointed dean of the pharmacy 
department of the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia. 
He is well known to the profession through his many contribu- 
tions to pharmaceutical literature. 

M. N. KLINE SPOKEN OF FOR MAYOR. 

Mahlon N. Kline, of the Smith, Kline & French Company, is 
regarded in the City of Brotherly Love as not only a type of 
the best in business life, but in citizenship. In recognition of 
this Mr. Kline is in demand whenever a civic or business 
emergency arises. He is a member of Mayor Weaver’s Ad- 
visory Board and is president of the Philadelphia Trades 
League, the most powerful association of business men in the 
city. 

Civic pride, as well as business sense, has impelled Mr. 
Kline to protest vigorously against the strictures of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters on this city’s fire department 
and the condition of its buildings as fire risks, which has been 
made public recently, and he will have more to say on the sub- 
ject when it is formally laid before the Trades Lergue. No in- 
considerable number of his fellow citizens would like to see Mr. 
Kline a candidate for Mayor next February, but he has steadily 
and consistently declined political preferment. 

The drug trade in general is very dull and no improve- 
ment is expected until that large proportion of the population 
that is spending the summer elsewhere returns in the fall. 
Many druggists declare the soda fountain to be their one valua- 
ble asset in summer time. 

Preparations have already been begun by the druggists of 
this city to attend the annual meeting of the N. A. R. D. in 
Atlanta, Ga., in October. Between 30 and 35 are going to the 
metropolis of the Cracker State, and arrangements are in prog- 
ress to make the trip as far as Savannah by sea. 

PERSONALTIES. 


S. E. R. Hassenger, of Twenty-third and Fairmount avenue, 
is spending the summer at Ocean City. 

R. H. Lackey, of Fifth street and Lehigh avenue, has gone 
to Wildwood for a two weeks’ outing. 

Earl Zeller, of Twenty-seventh and Oxford streets, is mak- 
ing a tour of New York State. 

E. R. Gatchel, of Tenth and Spring Garden streets, has left 
for a week’s trolley tour of the mountains of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. C. A. Weidemann, Twenty-second and Green streets, who 
has been seriously ill for some time, has recovered sufficiently 
to be able to sit up. 

E. Ogilvy, of Nineteenth and Chestnut streets, has shaken 
off the cares of business for a month. Mr. Ogilvy has gone to 
the seashore. 

W. B. Riegel and Mrs. Riegel, of Fifty-first and Arch streets, 
have returned from a delightful tour of the New England 
States. 

Harry B. French, of the Smith, Kline & French Company, 
will sail for Europe on August 18 to join his family, who have 
been abroad all summer. He will remain on the other side 
of the herring pond until October. 

R. B. Trevor, who has charge of stock of Johnson & Johnson 
at their Philadelphia branch, has left town for two weeks. Mr. 
Trevor has gone to Niagara Falls and will tour Canada before 
he returns. 

Louis Trupp has sold his drug store at Eighth and Poplar 
streets to C. J. Lubin, who has been his clerk for some time, and 
will shortly open a new store on Chelten avenue, east of Chew 
street, Germantown. 

Charles Leedom and Mrs. Leedom have returned from an 
enjoyable trip to the Golden Gate. They went West partly for 
pleasure and partly to investigate some mining properties in 
California in which Mr. Leedom is interested. 

Dr. P. D. Hottenstein, of Fifty-first and Market streets, 
wears a smile that makes the benevolent gentleman in a broad- 
brim, whose portrait adorns the packages containing a certain 
variety of breakfast food, look like the head man on the mourn- 
ers’ bench. The reason for this is that a new boy came to Dr. 
Hottenstein’s house last Saturday. 
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Trade Active in Cleveland — Drug Clerks Scarce — Proceeding 
Against Druggists for Illicit Sale of Cocaine and Liquor— 
Trying to Suppress Mail Order Trade. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Cleveland, August 7.—Reports from the wholesale houses 
here indicate that the summer business has been above the 
average and an improvement over that of a year ago. Not 
only has there been a good demand for the articles that gen- 
erally sell well during the summer months, but for standard 
drugs as well. Managers say that the business has extended 
through all the departments. Those houses making a specialty 
of goods used in the soda water trade have, of course, enjoyed 
a good demand for them. While the weather in this section 
has been rather cool, with the exception of a few days occa- 
sionally, the soda trade has been good since the early spring. 
Retail druggists have had no complaint to make in this respect. 

A SCARCITY OF DRUG CLERKS. 

Strong, Cobb & Co., wholesale druggists, state that there is a 
great demand for drug clerks from their customers. Some of 
them have found it almost impossible to secure proper help. 
Young men who want positions would do well to correspond 
with this house, as it is thought there would be no trouble in 
placing them where they would be satisfied. The pharmaceu- 
tical examinations have been growing more difficult in this 
State of late, and only a small per cent. of the applicants are 
able to pass them. This, with a desire on the part of the older 
clerks to get into other lines of business or into business for 
themselves, probably accounts for the shortage of good men. 
However, there seems to have been a scarcity of men for some 
time, and druggists have been making inquiries of the whole- 
sale houses right along for them. 

The clerical forces in some of the wholesale houses are 
rather light this month, on account of vacation time. Many of 
them have gone up the lakes and to summer resorts in other 
directions. On account of the good hunting and fishing way 
back in the woods of Canada, some of them have spent their 
time there. W. H. Marshall, credit man of Strong, Cobb & Co., 
returned a few days ago from that section, where he spent some 
time with a party of Cleveland people. 

WATCHING ILLICIT COCAINE SALES. 

The officers are still watching Cleveland druggists who are 
under suspicion of selling cocaine illegally. A short time ago 
Samuel Klein, of East Sixth street, was convicted of selling the 
drug to a man named Andrew Squires and was fined $50. 
Squires claimed that he could secure it at almost any drug 
store in the city, but it is believed that most of them are obey- 
ing the law regarding this matter. 

TO COMBAT MAIL ORDER TRADE. 


In order to combat the trade of certain houses selling soaps 
through advertising and giving away furniture with the orders 
—in other words, doing a mail order business along this line, 
the grocers, druggists and furniture dealers of Columbus are 
endeavoring to complete a plan of co-operation, whereby the 
same offer may be made. A large soap house that sells to the 
grocery and drug trade has been interested in the matter. The 
grocers and druggists will sell assorted lots of good soap, and 
with each lot will go a coupon that is redeemable at a furniture 
store from the stock. In this way people will get a better 
grade of soaps, and at the same time will have their choice of 
furniture. Moreover, it may be selected, after examination, 
which is more than the mail order houses can offer, unless the 
customers are close to them. The mail order houses have been 
doing quite a business of this kind all through the central part 
of the State. 

The Standard Drug Company will open a store in a new 
building at Fairmont as soon as the room is completed. The 
store will be located on Euclid avenue at the corner of Wilson. 

W. G. Marshall will open a store in a new building on 
Euclid avenue near Fifty-fifth street. Mr. Marshall now oper- 


ates a number of cut-rate drug stores in the city. 
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ILLINOIS. 


Moving Actively Against Cocaine Sellers—Trade Dull in Chicago— 
Drug Clerk Killed by Hoodlums—News and Notes of the 
Trade-—Illinois Board Pass List. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Chicago, August 8.—Hope for a great gain in the prosecu- 
tion of cocaine cases is found in the new Municipal Court, 
principally for the reason that an appeal from the Municipal 
Court goes direct to the Appellate Court. In the Appellate 
Court the case is tried on the record, no witnesses being 
needed. There have been a number of cases that have hung 
fire for a long time. LBither the board’s attorney, the wit- 
nesses or an inspector must be on hand in the Superior Court 
during a period of four weeks or more. Sometimes a deci- 
sion is promised, then additional authorities are filed, briefs are 
submitted, or something else comes up to cause delay. The © 
witnesses have almost always proved unreliable when there 
is so much delay. They will give direct testimony before a 
justice of the peace and will contradict themselves in the 
higher court. One member of the board said recently that the 
cocaine sellers knew their business when the paid no atten- 
tion to convictions before a justice, but relied instead upon 
winning in the higher court. Some of these cases have been 
hanging fire for two years. As things are at present it is ex- 
tremely difficult ever to obtain a final decision against an of- 
fender, provided he keeps up the fight—and he usually does. 


THE SUMMER EXODUS. 


Druggists throughout the city, even in localities where la- 
boring men live, complain that about half of the population is 
in the country. There is said to be a noticeable lull in busi- 
ness and this explanation is offered as the most plausible. 
Some of the absentees have forgotten to square up their ac- 
counts before leaving—according to one gentleman who takes 
rather a gloomy view of the situation. 


KILLED BY HOODLUMS. 


An attack made upon him by a gang of young hoodlums 
resulted in the death of J. N. Johnson, clerk for G. A. Marsh, at 
Wells and Schiller street. The clerk’s assailants have not 
been hunted down as they should have been and the drug 
clerk’s friends are blaming the police on that account. The 
store is located in a neighborhood where there are many un- 
desirable characters. A crowd of hoodlums collected at night 
in the alley and Johnson made a complaint to the police. The 
attack followed, out of revenge. Johnson was struck in the 
back of the neck and lingered for five days before he died. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 

A Chicago druggist submits the following as a curiosity in 

the prescription line: Ten cents permanganate of potash; 

make a solution two shades lighter than beer and use as di- 
rected. 

Joseph Waterloo, 24 years old, who was a clerk for Was- 

kow Brothers, Chicago and Hamilton avenues, ended his life 


‘with strychnine on August 6, because his parents opposed his 


marriage to his first cousin, Miss Hazel Berge. 

The Social Drug Club’s Pienic proved to be highly success- 
ful and enjoyable. There were a large number af prizes for 
the athletic events. 

Cc. F. Childs, who formerly covered Central Illinois for 
Morrison, Plummer & Co., has been transferred to the northern 
part of the State and a portion of Iowa, formerly covered by 
Mr. Majors, who has gone into business on his own account at 
Fitzgerald, Ga. 

G. A. Miller has succeeded A. F. Kiessling at 798 West Van 
Buren street. 

L. A. Elisburg has sold his store at 628 West Division 
street to Frank Perlow. . 

S. C. Yeomans, secretary of the C. R. D. A., has gone north 
for a six weeks’ trip. 
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Suicide of a Prominent Homeopathic Pharmacist—Methbods of 
Western and Eastern Druggists Contrasted. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Baltimore, July 20.—Louis Babendreier, for the past ten 
years general manager of the homeopathic pharmacy of Beo- 
ricke & Tafel, 228 North Howard street, and before that time 
connected with the establishment for perhaps 15 years, ended 
his life on the morning of July 10 by taking carbolic acid in 
the bathroom of his home on Linden avenue. Mr. Babendreier 
had been in bad health for some time past, suffering with dia- 
betes and other troubles. A year or so ago he underwent an 
operation, but failed to obtain relief. Despondency over his 
condition is believed to have prompted the suicide. The de- 
ceased was 52 years old and very popular among his associates. 
He was born in this city and when quite young went to Phila- 
delphia, where he graduated in pharmacy, returning later to 

saltimore and getting employment in the Howard street estab- 
lishment as clerk. He leaves a widow and two children. 
A BALTIMOREAN IN THE MIDDLE WEST. 

Harry Winkelmann, for years in the employ of the Winkel- 
mann & Brown Drug Company and afterward with the Stanley 
& Brown Drug Company, but who is now traveling for the Carr- 
Lowrey Glass Company, spent a brief vacation between trips 
at home recently and talked interestingly of his experiences in 
Ohio, which is included in his territory. He says a marked 
difference in the methods of druggists East and West exists, the 
former buying very cautiously and in small quantities at a time, 
while the latter has accustomed himself to do business on a 
broad-gauge plan. In order to get the benefit of a liberal dis- 
count and some special concessions in the way of window dis- 
play matter the Ohio druggist will give an order for three or 
four gross at a time, and then, finding himself loaded up with 
a particular preparation, he will make special efforts to dispose 
of the supply. Being under the spur of necessity, he sets his 
wits to work, and the results are often surprising. That seems 
to be a keynote in the Western business life, and, in the 
opinion of Mr. Winkelmann, characteristic of the section. 

DR. DOHME’S NEW SUBURBAN HOME. 

Chestnutwood, an estate adjoining Roland Park and em- 
bracing about 22 acres, which was formerly owned by Secre- 
tary of the Navy Charles J. Bonaparte, has been transferred to 
Dr. A. R. L. Dohme, of Sharpe & Dohme, who purchased it last 
spring and will make it his future home. The place has upon 
it a stone mansion erected about 60 years ago by Oliver Parker, 
and some of the trees are imported, having been brought over 
and planted under the direction of Mr. Bonaparte. The house 
is undergoing extensive improvements. 

WASHINGTON EXCHANGE IN NEW QUARTERS. 

The Wholesale Drug Exchange of Washington on Monday, 
July 11, celebrated the taking possession of the new building at 
459 C street, N. W., with an elaborate banquet, which brought 
a number of leading druggists of the Capitol City ~ together. 
The new exchange is a three-story edifice, devoted to the pur- 
poses of the exchange, the second floor being partitioned off into 
offices and storeroom for sundries. It has meeting places for 
the exchange and the other druggists’ organizations, and will 
make the exchange more than ever a center of interest for phar- 
macists, 

Druggist John C. Hauser, Poppleton and Fayette streets, 
Baltimore, is on an extended tour in Europe, and judging from 
the occasional hints received at home from him in the shape of 
illustrated postal cards, he is having an excellent time. 


Dr. H. M. Whelpley, permanent secretary of the Missouri 
Pharmaceutical Association, has issued the proceedings of the 
twenty-eighth annual meeting held at Pertle Springs last month, 
and established a new record for promptness of issue. The book 
contains 160 pages and covers, and the record of the papers 
read and the discussions evoked by them is more than ordinarily 
interesting. The number in attendance at the meeting, includ- 
ing ladies and visitors, was 208. 
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THE PACIFIC COAST. 


A New Health Ordtnance— News of the California College of 
Pharmacy. 


(By Our Regular Correspondent.) 

San Francisco, August 4.—The ordinances mentioned in 
these columns on June 25 have been passed by the Board of 
Supervisors and are now the law. One makes it a mis- 
demeanor for any person to sell or give away any cocaine, 
alpha or beta-eucaine, opium, morphine, heroin, chloral hy- 
drate or any preparation containing any of the foregoing sub- 
stances, or their salts or compounds, except upon the orig- 
inal prescription of a practitioner of medicine, dentistry or 
veterinary medicine. A written order of the original prescriber 
shall be necessary for every subsequent compounding, and 
no copy of said prescription is to be delivered to any person. 
The above provisions do not apply to preparations with not 
more than two grains of opium, or not more than one-fourth 
grain of morphine or heroin, or not more than one-eighth 
grain of cocaine, alpha or beta-eucaine, or not more than ten 
grains of chloral hydrate, in one avoirdupois ounce; nor to 
liniments or ointments labeled “ for external use only,” nor to 
sales to druggists, physicians, dentists, hospitals, ete. Another 
section prohibits practitioners from prescribing for the use of 
any habitual user of the same any of the above mentioned 
substances, and makes it unlawful for any dentist to prescribe 
any of these substances for any person not under his treat- 
ment, or for a veterinarian to prescribe any of these drugs for 
a human being. 

AN ANTIADULTERATION MEASURE. 


The other ordinance is to prohibit the sale of adulterated 
drugs; define “ adulteration” and “ drug” ; prohibit the sale of 
methyl] alcohol labeled with the recommendation that the same 
is for the internal or external use of man, and make it un- 
lawful to make or sell any product or preparation not recog- 
nized in the U. S. P. or N. F. which contains more than 10 
per cent. by volume of methyl alcohol, or which contains 
cocaine, codeine, alpha or beta-eucaine, formaldehyde, mor- 
phine, heroin, or any of their salts or compounds, unless the 
container of same shall be conspicuously labeled in letters not 
less than one-twentieth of the size of the largest dimension 
of said container, stating the exact amount of the ingredients 
above mentioned contained therein. The Health Commission 
of San Francisco is empowered to enforce these ordinances, and 
a- fine of from $25 to $250, or imprisonment of from 10 to 
250 days, or both fine and imprisonment, is the penalty im- 
posed for conviction of anyones found guilty of violation of 
any of the provisions of these ordinances. 

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA. 

The opening of the thirty-fifth annual session of the Cali- 
fornia College of Pharmacy will be held under the conjoined 
auspices of the Faculty and Alumni Associstion on the morn- 
ing of Thursday, September 6, at 9 o’clock. After disposal of 
alumni business, addresses in welcoming vein will be made to 
the new faculty man, Dr. H. D. Carey, and to the new Junior 
Class. Representatives from the Board of Directors, the 
Faculty and Alumni Association, and the Senior Class will 
make this one of the memorable days in the history of the in- 
stitution. 

Hereafter the College of Medicine of the University of 
California will have all their prescriptions dispensed by the 
students of the College of Pharmacy, thus adding very ma- 
terially to the practical experience connected with the curricu- 
lum of the college. 

The election of the following directors took place at the 
annual meeting of the college on the 29th ult.: G. E. Bacon, 
president; R. E. White, treasurer; W. M. Searby, secretary ; 
J. G. Steele, John Calvert, G. G. Burnett, and J. H. Dawson. It 
was announced at the meeting that the following are among 
those who sent unsolicited and unexpected donations since the 
earthquake and fire of last April: Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy, Lehn & Fink, of New York, and Whitall Tatum Com- 
pany. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots 


The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices, 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, August 11, 1906. 
Rather tame conditions have characterized the market in 


general during the interval since our last report. Quinine con- 
tinues on the downward grade, a decline of half a cent an 
ounce announced by a foreign house being followed by a simi- 
lar reduction in the price of all other brands, both foreign and 
domestic, and the establishment of a uniform schedule of prices. 
Camphor has reached the highest level of values recorded for 
thirty-eight years, and holders abate none of their firmness. 
Opium is dearer and the price of opium derivatives is corre- 
spondingly higher, a decidedly sharp advance in manufacturers’ 
price of codeine being noted. Messina essences are stronger, 
lemon in particular being firmer and higher. Articles of Rus- 
sian origin are attracting more attention, but values have not 
varied since our last. Menthol is working into stronger position 
under the influence of firmer cable advices and quotations are 
higher. Increased receipts and freer offerings of squill root 
have served to weaken the views of holders and values have 
been reduced one-third. Among the chemicals potassium bi- 
chromate is lower, and oxalic acid is offering for future delivery 
at a reduced price. Interest in German belladonna has been 
manifested owing to the reported action of the Austrian Gov- 
ernment in restricting exports of that root, and values are 
higher. The action of the Government has been taken with a 
view to prevent the extinction of the root, as the supply is said 
to be steadily decreasing. The volume of business passing in 
any department is not large, and there is no demand for round 
lots either speculatively or otherwise. 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Aloin, Quinine, 
Belladonna root, Gamboge, 
Camphor, Squills, 
Codeine, Cramp bark, 


Pink root, 

Potassium bichromate, 
Quicksilver, 

Coca leaves. 


Elder flowers, 
Cocculus indicus, 
Lemon oil, 
Menthol, 

Opium, 

Fenugreek seed, 
Hydrochinone, 
Saffron, American, 
Ipecac, 

Cummin seed. 


Drugs. 

Alcohol, grain, is still held and selling at 2.46%4 to 2.49, but 
the market is a trifle unsettled owing to the feeling of uncer- 
tainty that prevails in the trade regarding the operation of 
the free alcohol law. This feeling prevails more especially 
among the producers of wood alcohol, who are concerned as to 
the fate of their industry in the event of denatured alcohol 
being employed for the same purpose as wood spirit, and more 
economically. 

Aloin has been advanced by the manufacturers owing to in- 
creased cost of gum aloes, and 55c to 60¢ is generally named. 

Balm of Gilead buds are held with increased firmness, but 
business is somewhat restricted owing to the divergent views of 
buyers and holders; bids of 30c on quantity lots have been 
turned down, holders insisting on the market range of 32c¢ to 
33e. 

Balsam copaiba, Central American, has been inactive during 
the interval, but values are steadily maintained at the range 
of 32c to 3214, owing to slight scarcity. Fir is without quotable 
change, with the demand unimportant. Peru is easier and 
offers more freely at $1.00 to $1.05, with numerous sales re- 
ported at the inside figure. Tolu is seasonably dull, and values 
are barely steady at 20c to 21c. 

Barks.—Buckthorn has met with freer inquiry since our 





last, but quotations are unchanged at 4%4c to 5c. Cascara sa- 
grada has developed no new feature of interest, and inquiry 
seems suspended for the moment, though quotations remain 
at 6c to 8c, the outside figure being for old bark. Cotton- 
root is finding a moderate jobbing outlet, important business 
being checked by difference of views on the part of holders and 
buyers; quotations are nominally maintained at 8'4c to 914¢c, as 
to quantity. Cramp offers more freely owing to arrivals, and 
quotations are reduced 5c to 6c. Cherry has been in demand, 
and quotations are firmly maintained at 8c to 9c. Cut soap is 
in steady seasonable demand, and sales are reported at 5c 
to 6c. ; 
Calendula flowers, German, are meeting with increased in- 
quiry and holders show more firmness; quotations have been 
marked up to 27c to 30c and sales reported at this range. 


Chamomile flowers of the new crop, German, are beginning 
to arrive and are taken freely at 9c. Numerous sales of Roman 
are reported at 24c to 25c, and one dealer has advanced the 
limit to 26c. 

Coca leaves, Truxillo, are easier to the extent that sales 
have been made at 15c to 17c. 


Cocculus indicus has been advanced in the local market in 
sympathy with conditions at primary sources, a scarcity in the 
berries being reported. Holders now name 3c to 314. 

Codeine has been advanced by the manufacturers to meet 
the increased cost of opium and the alkaloid is held at $3.25, 
sulphate at $3.00 and phosphate at $2.75. 

Codliver oil is slow of sale, but values on the better grade 
are firmly maintained at the previous range of $22.00 to $25.00 
for Norwegian, and $19.00 to $20.00 for Newfoundland. 

Cubeb berries are firmly maintained at the recent advance 
to 1le to 12c, and the present scarcity tends to keep values on 
the upward grade. 

Cuttlefish bone is jobbing fairly at 17c to 1714¢c for Trieste. 
The prevailing quotation for large jewelers’ is 70c, and spot 
stocks of this variety are under close control; sales of small 
jewelers’ bone are reported at 40c. 

Elder flowers are receiving more attention owing to unfavor- 
able reports regarding the crop outlook. Most of the cheaper 
lots have been taken up, and 18e to 25c is generally named. 

Ergot attracts no attention at 26e for Russian, which is said 
to represent the cost to lay down. The tendency is upward 
and prices are likely to go higher; Spanish is held and selling 
at 36ce. 

Lycopodium is offered with some show of reserve at 48c 
and attempts to buy at less have not succeeded, most holders 
being of the opinion that the upward course of primary mar- 
kets warrant higher prices here. 

Menthol is in improved position, owing to increased de- 
mand and higher foreign markets. Sales at the close were at 
$2.75 to $3.00. 

Opium has sold in a moderate jobbing way during the in- 
terval and there is a fair consuming inquiry at the recent ad- 

vance to $3.10 for cases and $3.12% to $3.15 for broken lots. 
Powdered is finding sale at the range of $3.50 to $3.55. The 
prospects for the new crop are considered unfavorable, which 
influences holders to firm views. 

Quinine has developed more activity with the reduction in 
price announced last Saturday. Quotations are now on the 
basis of 1514c for bulk, which represents a decline of a quarter 
cent from previous prices. The cut was initiated by the local 
agent for a foreign brand and was met in a day or two by other 
manufacturers, both domestic and foreign. It is believed that 
prices will go still lower. Second hands do not offer German 
at under 154c, but some Java is said to be available at 14'4¢. 






















Saffron, American, has regained some of its firmness and 
90c is now generally named. Alicante has sold during the in- 
terval at $5.00, while Valencia is held and selling at $7.50 to 
$8.00. 

Sawpalmetto berries are held with increased firmness, owing 
to the unfavorable character of crop reports, and local dealers 
are naming 17c to 20c, while 1614c is quoted at primary sources. 


Chemicals, 


Acetate of lime is in demand and sales are making at 1.60¢ 
to 1.65¢ for brown and 2.35c to 2.40¢ for gray. 


Acetic acid is in good jobbing demand and values are main- 
tained on the basis of 2c and upward as to test, quantity and 
style of package. 

Arsenic, white, is quiet, with quotations nominally steady 
at 4%c to 544¢ for powdered; red quoted at 614c and up as to 
quantity and seller. 

Blue vitriol is selling freely in a jobbing way at 64c, and 
manufacturers appear to be in better position to make deliv- 
eries. 


Chlorate of potash has been in good jobbing demand since 
our last, with the sales of crystals at 914¢ to 9%4c and powdered 
at 914¢ to 934¢. 


Citric acid is in steady moderate request, with prices firmly 
maintained at 45¢c to 4514c for domestic as to quantity. 


Cream tartar is without quotable change. Manufacturers 
ask 2214¢ to 22%4c for crystals and 22%4c to 23¢ for powdered. 


Permanganate of potash is in rather limited demand at the 
moment, but values are maintained at 93¢c to 10c for small 
crystals. 

Sugar of lead has been in good seasonable demand, and the 
market is steady at 744¢ to 744c for brown and 9c to 9%e for 
white crystals, as to quantity. 

Zine carbonate is held in strong position owing to an ad- 
vance in the price of metal, and is now quoted at 1014c in bbls. 


Essential Oils. 

Anise is finding sale in jobbing quantities in a limited way 
at $1.80, though $1.55 is more generally named. 

Bergamot retains its firm position and we do not hear of 
any offering at under $2.30 to $2.45, as to quality and quantity. 

Camphor is scarce and wanted; white gravity oil is held and 
selling at 12c to 14c, and natural white at 22c to 22\4ec. 

Cassia continues quiet with the market easy, though no sales 
are reported at under S8dc. 

Citronella has eased off a trifle since our last and drums 
are now available at 39c and cans at 40c. 

Cubeb is firmer owing to the improved position of the ber- 
ries and 90¢ to 9214c is quoted for small parcels. 

Lemon is held with increased confidence in view of the 
strong tenor of advices from Messina, with up to $1.25 named 
for leading brands, though $1.00 to $1.15 is generally acceptable. 
The prediction is made in some quarters that the oil will go to 
$1.75 before the new crop is available. 

Lemongrass is easier since our last, the offerings being at 
$2.50 to $2.75, with only a moderate demand experienced at 
this range. ; 

Orange shares the firmness of lemon and the leading brands 
of new crop oil are 5c higher. 

Pennyroyal remains quiet with sellers at $1.75. French oil 
in tins to arrive is quoted at 90c c.i.f. 

Peppermint continues to monopolize interest in this depart- 
ment. The distillation of new mint has just started and buying 
interest is temporarily suspended. Not until the extent of 
production can be fairly estimated is it expected that sales in 
excess of current requirements will be made. Japanese pepper- 
mint has been in good demand and sales are reported at $1.90 
to $2.00. For domestic oil in bulk $3.00 is named, while cases 
are quoted at $3.40 to $3.50. 

Wintergreen, natural, continues inquired for and spot quota- 
tions cover the wide range of $1.45 to $1.60. 
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Gums. 

Aloes, Curacoa, have sold actively in the interval, and the 
market is well sustained at 6%c. Barbadoes is closely concen- 
trated and values are maintained at 14c to 15c. 

Camphor was advanced 5e. per Ib. on the 2d instant, Ameri- 
can refiners now naming $1.05 as the lowest quotation on bar- 
rels, and $1.051%4 on cases. The price is said to be warranted 
by the strong position of crude abroad. Japanese camphor is 
practically out of market. 

Chicle is in good consuming demand, and quotations for 
prime Mexican have been advanced to 38e to 40¢. 

Gamboge has weakened in the interval, and recent sales 
were at 72%4e to 75c for pipe. 

Myrrh, mastic and kino, are dull and neglected, but quota- 
tions are unchanged. 

Tragacanth is steady and in good request, with the quota- 
tions at 25c to 67¢c for Aleppo and 35c to 80c for Turkey, as to 
grade and quantity. . 

Roots. 

Aconite, alkanet and althea are quiet at nominally un- 
changed prices, but the tone of the market is steady. 

Belladonna has developed an upward tendency, and sales 
at the close were at 13c, although it is said that 12%4c would 
buy a limited quantity in one quarter. Reference is made in 
the introduction to the prohibition of exports by the Austrian 
Government. It may be noted here that the report of Gov- 
ernment interference with the exportation of the root is not 
taken seriously by many in the trade. 

Blue flag is in upward tendency owing to reduced stock, and 
quotations have been advanced to 28¢ to 30c. 

Gentian is firmer under the same influences as affect bella- 
donna, it being reported that the Austrian Government has 
placed restrictions on exports, a wholly improbable thing. 

Golden seal has met with a limited inquiry only, and quota- 
tions are nominally unchanged at the previous range of $1.35 
to $1.50. 

Ipecac, Rio, is firmer and higher at primary sources, and 
the quotation on spot is $1.85. Carthagena is maintained at 
$1.80, but it is intimated in some quarters that this figure 
might be shaded on a firm bid. 

Orris is in better demand, and holders of Florentine are 
firmer in their views at 6c to 8c. 

Pink is irregular and unsettled with sales reported at 60c, 
though some holders still quote 75c. 

Rhubarb is in limited supply and the available stock is 
closely held at 24c for high dried. 

Squill has sold down to 3\4c to 4¢ under the influence of new 
crop arrivals, but some holders insist that the low range is 
without warrant, and ask 7c to Se. 


Seeds. 

Anise is in moderately active demand, and we hear of sales 
of German at 6c to 61%4c. Italian is held at 844c to 10%4e. 

Canary is a shade easier, if anything, Smyrna being quoted 
on spot at 2%ec to 3i4¢, and Sicily at 3%4c to 3%\e. 

Cardamoms are quiet, but holders are not pressing sales at 
anything under 37c for decorticated. 

Celery is selling quite freely, and the quotations of the 
market are firmly maintained at 714c to Se. 

Colchium is moving into better position and holders are 
firmer in their views at 20¢ to 23c, though sales are light. 

Corlander is firmer owing to unfavorable crop reports and 
the disturbed condition of Russia, though the quotations are 
nominally unchanged at 4'4c to 6e for natural and 6%4c to 9e 
for bleached. 

Cummin is held with increased firmness at an advance to 
Si4c to 8%e for Malta. 

Fennugreek is a shade dearer owing to the higher prices 
established at primary sources; quoted 2%4¢ to 8c. ; 

Mustard, California yellow, is offered more freely, with 
supplies now available at 4c to 4\4e. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
CONDITIONS IN CUBA. 
By Lester H. CARRAGAN, 
Havana. 

The drug and chemical trade in Cuba, as in other Latin- 
American countries, presents a rather different aspect from 
that in the United States. It is founded upon the French sys- 
tem, and the French Codex is followed generally in prescribing. 
As most of the physicians are either educated in France or 
according to the French school, there is accordingly a marked 
preference for the French label. 

France, Germany, the United States, and to some extent 
England, Italy, and Switzerland, do an extensive business with 
Cuba, the larger European houses retaining resident repre- 
sentatives or trade agents in Havana who care for their in- 
terests throughout the island. The preferential tariff which 
American goods enjoy, added to the natural advantages of 
situation and good shipping facilities, offers to the American 
manufacturer an opportunity to annex the lion’s share of the 
business. A great future for American enterprise is apparent 
in Cuba, but Mohammed must certainly “go to the moun- 
tain” in this case, a fact which I am glad to see American 
commercial houses are beginning to realize. 

A Cuban pharmacy is quite different in its arrangement 
from our own stores. The almost inevitable soda fountain, 
the first thing that strikes one’s eye in entering an American 
pharmacy, is conspicuous by its absence, or at least has been, 
until very recently, for fountains are now to be seen in one or 
two of the more up-to-date Havana stores. The beverage is 
known in Cuba by the name of “ Nectar-soda.” 

The accompanying photographs are views of one of the 
best regulated and most prosperous stores in the country. It 
is that of Vda. de Triolet & Cia., in Matanzas, a city of about 
40,000 inhabitants, some seventy-five miles distant from Ha- 
vana. The proprietors operate a second store in the town of 
Colon, of about 8,000 inhabitants, sixty miles from Matanzas. 

The consumption of drugs per capita in Cuba is about equal 
to that in the United States; the amount of toilet articles 
used, especially perfumes and powders, is however, much 
greater. The use of these articles (to excess) is a national 
failing, bred in the bone. -atent medicines are gaining a 
strong foothold, those of American manufacture taking the 
lead. This is due to liberal advertising, which is a particu- 


larly factor in the success of a product in Cuba. 


potent 





Interior of the Pharmacy of Vda. de Triolet & Cia. 


Cathartic waters have a widely extended use and figure high in 
the druggists’ saies. The best sellers are Carabafias, Loeches 
(two Spanish waters), Hunyadi Janos, and Rubinat, in the 
order named. Generally speaking, specialties ere more in de- 
mand than the general line of pills, tablets, ete. 

The number of drug stores in the island is not accurately 
known, the statistics being very unreliable, but there are prob- 


ably about 350 recognized stores, with about 1.500 recognized 
physicians, 600 of whom are in the city of Havana. These care 
for the needs of a population of about 1,550,000. 

The importance of the adoption of the metric system for 
labels, literature, etc., cannot be too strongly emphasized. A 
change in this direction would be of great advantage to Amer- 


ican manufacturers. Our primitive system of weights and 





Exterior of the Pharmacy of Vda. de Triolet & Cia. 


measures is little known, and it is small wonder that it is not 
understood. 

But the space of this article does not permit of more than 
afew very general and perhaps superficial remarks. Cuban trade 
is an important subject and should receive cue appreciation 
and consideration. The writer’s sole object is to add his testi- 
mony to the fact that with the great changes that are to 
take place in the Republic within the next few years, a brilliant 
future is in store both for the island so aptly named “The 
Pearl of the Antilles,’ and for American enterprise within its 
territory. 





Mexican Customs Rules. 

Consul James A. Le Roy, of Durango, reports to the De- 
partment of Commerce ‘and Labor on the customs laws of 
Mexico, and especially as they are administered at border 
ports and applied to inland places. The consul says that the 
defects are those of administration rather than of the law. 
IIe describes annoying provisions as to fines that are arbitrarily 
imposed for failure to properly classify an article. although 
on a preceding occasion the article may have been entered as 
described in the invoice. This practice is said to be frequent 
at El Paso, Eagle Pass and Laredo, which are border ports. 
This lack of uniformity in administration is not only annoying, 
but expensive to all parties concerned. The consul writes: 

“Mexico has adopted throughout the system specific duties, 
assessed almost entirely by weight. While this should conduce 
to simplicity of administration, it results in great inequalities 
under many of the schedules. To take an instance, all kinds 
of musical instruments pay 55 cents Mexican, the legal kilo- 
gram, which means that a Stradivarius violin, for example, 
would enter for a trifling charge, while a $50 organ, weighing, 
perhaps, 400 pounds cased, would have to pay more than its 
original value in duty alone. This operates against the sale 
ef the cheaper grade pianos, for which there should be an in- 
creasing sale in Mexico, while there are, in fact, a surprising 
number sold, considering conditions here. 


The Barcelona (Spain) Association of Pharmacists, the 
Spanish Association of Pharmacists, the Proprietary Medicine 
Makers’ Union, several chemical manufacturers, eight indivi- 
dual pharmacists of Madrid and the Sociedad Leonesa, an im- 
portant chemical works of Leon, have protested against the 
chemical and pharmaceutical portion of the new Spanish cus- 
toms tariff. 














